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Hello Brothers 

Postponing our 25 annual memorial ceremony was a very 
tough decision that I and the board members had to make.  

Covid 19 has really done a job on our organization's 
activities.  We only had the usual eight members show up for 
our meeting.  (I made a motion to call them the great eight.)  
In January, Bob Major donated a beautiful brass bell which 
Jimmy Eppolito (EPPIE) had engraved & shined up 
beautifully.  

Brothers, try to make this month's meeting. I will be naming 
the man of the year award.  
In our memorial, I will be doing something special for the 
fallen brothers.   
As always, thank you for keeping our organization alive 

Lou Malizia, President

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 
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FDNY chief’s ‘racially divisive’ views 
stalled career: suit 

By THOMAS TRACY and LARRY MCSHANE  NEW 
YORK DAILY NEWS  FEB 20, 2021 

A n FDNY chief who wrote harshly critical letters 
years ago about department efforts to hire more Black 
firefighters now says his shot at a major promotion 
went up in smoke because he refuses to disavow his 
controversial views. 
Deputy Assistant Chief of Operations Michael Gala, 
in a Brooklyn Federal Court lawsuit, alleged he was 
ordered to recant the remarks or forfeit his 
opportunity for advancement last May. Court papers 
charge Gala was specifically instructed to declare “I 
am not the same man I was” when he wrote a pair of 
pointed letters to the editor in 2007 and 2011. 
“God forbid someone started a white firefighters 
association,” Gala wrote in one of them.  And the 
second asked “Where’s the justice?” when noting 97% 
of rappers were Black. 
The lawsuit names FDNY Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro and the city as defendants in the case where 
Gala was denied a promotion to assistant chief of 
department. 
“We had made a motion to dismiss the complaint and 
are awaiting a decision,” said Nick Paolucci, 
spokesman for the city Law Department.  In its 
request for dismissal, city attorneys argued the letters 
were “racially divisive and inconsistent with FDNY 
policy.” 
Gala wrote the letters during a drawn-out and bitter 
legal battle within the FDNY after it was sued by the 
Vulcan Society, the association of Black firefighters, 
in a groundbreaking discrimination case the 
department eventually lost. 
He was one of several high-ranking officers who used 
the letters to the editor page of The Chief-Leader, a 
newspaper focused on civil service, as a soapbox to 
denounce the department’s push to diversify falsely 
equating that effort with a lowering of FDNY safety 
and hiring standards. 
In an incendiary letter written in February 2011, Gala 
called out the “self-anointed gate-keepers of the 

FDNY” the president and former president of the Vulcan 
Society. 
“These apparently are the men who have all the answers 
as to what’s wrong with the face of the New York City 
Fire Department,” he wrote. “Simply stated, it is too 
white.  
It is not black enough.  If you are a black firefighter in 
this department and you have an opinion, then speak up, 
brother.  If you are a female firefighter, then you may 
speak up as well.  “However, if you are a white male 
firefighter, keep your bigoted, racist opinions to yourself.  
God forbid someone started a white firefighters 
association.” 
He also stated:  “The frenzy to diversify this department 
(and only this department) at any cost will lead to its 
future ruination.” 
In his suit filed in November, Gala claimed he was 
exercising his right to free speech when he wrote the 
letters. 
“The denial of Plaintiff’s promotion presents a textbook 
First Amendment violation,” said the lawsuit.  “Even if 
one disagrees with the plaintiff’s statements from years 
ago regarding the FDNY’s hiring standards there can be 
no disagreement about their status as protected speech.” 
Gala’s July 2007 letter blasted Vulcan Society President 
John Coombs over his suggestions for diversifying the 
department. 
“Another idea of his is that the written test be pass/fail 
and the physical be competitive,” wrote Gala.  “How 
naive of him to think that white males won’t do better in 
a competitive physical than blacks.  It also sounds racist.” 
Gala’s letter ended with this: “On a final note of interest, 
a recent survey of music shows that among rappers, 99% 
are males and 97% are black.  Where’s the justice?” 
Gala joined the FDNY in 1987, and was twice promoted 
after writing the letters: To deputy chief in 2014 and 
deputy assistant chief two years later. Court documents 
portray his writings to The Chief-Leader as opposition to 
“efforts to relax the FDNY’s hiring standards” and Gala 
acknowledges “wading into a hot-button issue that 
triggered strong emotions.”  A city source indicated 
Nigro, who took over as FDNY commissioner in 2014, 
didn’t know Gala all that well.  But because the 2020 
promotion was to a very high rank, Gala was asked to 
recant over concerns the letters “could have been 
disruptive to agency employees,” the source explained. 

https://www.nydailynews.com/thomas-tracy-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/larry-mcshane-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
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Gala’s son Robert followed his father into the FDNY 
by joining EMS as an emergency medical technician a 
way to fast-track becoming firefighter only to get 
arrested last September for impersonating a cop and 
swiping 180 oxycodone pills from a man during a 
phony “arrest,” Brooklyn prosecutors alleged last year. 
Robert Gala resigned from the FDNY in 2019 after a 
Department of Investigation probe found that he 
flagged himself for fake calls to avoid responding to 
emergency ambulance calls and forged his partner’s 
signature in a cover-up. 
According to the federal lawsuit, Gala was told this 
past May by FDNY Chief of Department John Sudnick 
of his impending promotion with a single caveat. 
“Commissioner Nigro wanted Plaintiff to send an email 
renouncing opinions he had expressed in his letters to 
The Chief-Leader many years ago,” the court papers 
recount. “Although plaintiff was willing to clarify in 
writing that he deeply valued diversity and never 
intended his letters to offend anymore, he declined to 
retract his prior statements.” 

*****
FDNY chief claims he lost a promotion over 

racially charged   

By Susan Edelman and Sara Dorn February 20, 2021  

A  high-ranking FDNY chief was denied a 
promotion because he refused to recant racially 

charged letters he sent slamming the department’s 
diversity efforts, he claims in a First Amendment 
lawsuit. 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro allegedly directed 
Deputy Assistant Chief of  Operations Michael F. Gala 
Jr. to retract the decade-old missives he sent to The 
Chief Leader newspaper, criticizing the reform 
proposals brought on by a lengthy court battle with The 
Vulcan Society, a fraternal group of black FDNY 
firefighters. 
“The retraction should say ‘I am not the same man I 
was,’” Gala was told, according to his Brooklyn 
Federal Court lawsuit. 
In exchange, Gala would be promoted to Assistant 
Chief of Department, he said in his legal filing. 

In the Chief Leader letters, Gala was responding to the 
Vulcan Society’s complaints that the FDNY 
discriminated against blacks and Latinos in its hiring 
practices. 
“I am tired of listening to black and female firefighters 
who have earned their positions in this department or 
who have risen through the ranks on their own merits 
and yet condemn the same system that facilitated that 
rise,” Gala wrote in a 2008 letter to the editor, one of 
at least two he authored that ran in the civil service 
newspaper. 
“God forbid someone started an FDNY white 
firefighters association. 
Imagine the field day the race-baiters would have with 
that,” he wrote in a July 2007 letter. 
In 2014, the city agreed to pay $98 million to 
candidates passed over because of alleged racial bias.  

Michael Gala Jr., who is the father of disgraced ex-
EMT Robert Gala, claims the letters were 

constitutionally protected free speech and refused to 
retract them.  He is asking for unspecified damages 

and wants a judge to order his promotion. 
The FDNY referred a request for comment to the city 
Law Department. 
In court papers, the city argued Gala’s letters were 
“racially divisive and inconsistent with FDNY 
policy.”  The city has asked the court to dismiss Gala’s 
lawsuit, spokesman Nicholas Paolucci said. A decision 
is pending. 

*****
New York Daily Dispatch - Wednesday, 

February 17, 2021 

A n agreement was reached Tuesday to protect 
firefighters with more safety on film sets 

throughout New York City Eileen Davidson, the 
widow of a firefighter killed on a movie set in 2018, 
has pushed hard for the safety crackdown. Michael 
Davidson, 37, was killed on the set of "Motherless 
Brooklyn" on March 23, 2018 in Harlem. When he 
and Engine Company 69 were called to the fire, they 
had no idea the building was not as it appeared. False 
walls had been erected and flammable materials were 

https://nypost.com/2014/06/01/fdny-chiefs-son-under-fire-after-ambulance-crashes-into-bus/
https://nypost.com/2014/06/01/fdny-chiefs-son-under-fire-after-ambulance-crashes-into-bus/
https://nypost.com/author/susan-edelman/
https://nypost.com/author/sara-dorn/
https://nypost.com/2014/03/18/de-blasio-agrees-to-98m-fdny-discrimination-suit-settlement/
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brought on site. Davidson became separated from his 
team and ran out of air.  
The pending legislation will protect future film 
locations and will require a fire safety director to be on 
set all the time, so if the layout is changed, responding 
firefighters will know before they go charging in.   

*****
What Is A Stroke? 

A sudden loss of blood to part of the brain, making it 
unable to function normally. 

What Are the Signs? 
Possible signs are: 
Not able to talk or move part of the body. 
Arm or leg feels heavy or numb-you are not able to 
control the muscles. 
Head hurts, you feel dizzy and confused; not able to 
see as well. 
Loss of bowel and bladder control.  

What Causes a Stroke? 
Usually hardening of the arteries or high blood 
pressure. This may cause: 
Thrombosis, in which blood flow is blocked by a 
narrow or closed artery. 
Embolism, in which a small blood clot from an artery 
or heart travels to the brain. 
Cerebral hemorrhage, in which a blood vessel to the 
brain bursts and bleeds into brain tissue or the rupture 
of an aneurysm. 

You Are More Likely to Have a Stroke: 
If you smoke; if you are obese or eat too much salt or 
fat. 
If you have high blood pressure. 
If you have diabetes, coronary-artery disease. 
If you have had a stroke in the past or if your family 
has a history of stroke. 
If you drink too much alcohol. 
If you are over 60. 

How Can I Keep From Having a Stroke? 
Exercise regularly; eat a diet that is low in fat. 
Do not smoke. 
If you have a disease like diabetes, follow your 
treatment plan. 
Have your blood pressure checked regularly.  If it is 
high, see the doctor. 

If you have blockage of an artery, surgery can reduce the 
chance of having a stroke 

What Can I Expect If I Do Have a Stroke? 
You may have a mild stroke the first time.  For 
stroke survivors, partial disability may last for 
months. 

               Some Possible Problems Are: 
Pneumonia, Depression, Bed sores from long bed 
and being paralyzed or disable 

          How Are Strokes Treated? 
Tests may include laboratory studies of spinal fluid 
and blood, ECG, ultrasound,  
and X-rays of the head. 
Hospitalization for acute care. 
Surgery (sometimes) to remove a clot in an artery to 
the brain. 
Physical therapy, occupational therapy and speech 
therapy may be necessary. Sometimes. nursing-home 
care is needed. 

Will I Need Medicine? 
The doctor may give you drugs to keep your blood 
from clotting too much, and medicine to control 
blood pressure. 

*****
Charges dropped against NYC man 

accused of groping EMT 
By Rebecca Rosenberg  February 3, 2021 

B ronx District Attorney Darcel Clark moved to 
dismiss the sex abuse case against a man accused of 

groping an FDNY EMT after surveillance video revealed 
he had suffered a seizure, authorities announced 
Wednesday. 
In the footage, Aaron Cervantes-Mejia, 52, is shown 
staggering into a crosswalk then crumpling to the ground 
at 7:06 a.m. Jan. 28 at the intersection of Commonwealth 
and Westchester avenues in the Bronx. 
Passerbys waived over a female EMT who was across 
the street responding to a three-alarm blaze in 
Soundview. 
“Mr. Cervantes-Mejia is seen lying on the ground in the 
crosswalk and grabs the EMT’s clothing in what appears 
to be the throes of a seizure,” according to a press 
release. “The EMT moved her hand away without any 

https://nypost.com/author/rebecca-rosenberg/
https://nypost.com/2021/01/28/creep-fakes-heart-attack-to-grope-emt-at-bronx-fire/
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assistance while covered in protective gear from head 
to toe.” 
The stricken man did not appear to have control over 
his hands, the Bronx DA’s office said.  After the 
incident, Cervantes-Mejia was arrested and charged 
with forcible touching and sex abuse.  An investigation 
revealed that Cervantes-Mejia had a history of seizures 
“in which he grabbed at anything within reach,” 
according to the release. 
“I will not tolerate assaults on first responders, who 
courageously serve our city, especially during this 
pandemic, and I will not prosecute anyone unless there 
is evidence to support charges,” Clark said in a 
statement.  The DA called Cervantes-Mejia the victim 
of “a false narrative.”  After Cervantes-Mejia’s 
arrest, police said that he had faked a heart attack, so he 
could grab the EMT’s chest and crotch. 
The NYPD declined to comment. Oren Barzilay, 
president of FDNY EMS Local 2507, challenged the 
Bronx DA’s decision not to pursue charges.  “I believe 
the response from the Bronx District Attorney is out of 
line and irresponsible,” he said. “In my view, this video 
does not justify clearing him from assaulting our 
member.” 
Additional reporting by Craig McCarthy 

*****
Shaffer Automotive 

Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              
L1 Certified MV-42144 
Over 25 years Experience                          
10% Discount given to members 
880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

334-3413   Ask for Ken    Fax 244-2886      

*****
Lawyers accused of torching NYPD car with 

Molotov cocktail offered plea deal 

T he two lawyers charged with torching an empty 
NYPD van during a Black Lives Matter protest 

in Brooklyn last summer were offered a plea deal by 

federal prosecutors earlier this month, according to new 
court documents.  The suspects, Urooj Rahman and 
Colinford Mattis, were offered the unspecified deal on 
Feb. 11, according to a court papers filed Saturday by 
Brooklyn federal prosecutors.  Specifics about the 
proposed deal were not clear nor was whether they 
accepted.  Prosecutors asked for more time before the 
next status hearing in the case to "enable defense counsel 
to review the plea offers with the defendants and for the 
parties to engage in further plea negotiations."  The pair 
faced life behind bars when they were indicted last 
summer on charges including arson, conspiracy and use 
of explosives.  As anti-cop protesters faced off with 
police outside the 88 Precinct station house on May 29, 
Rahman allegedly tossed a Molotov cocktail at an empty 
NYPD van nearby.  Mattis acted as the wheelman during 
the firebombing and drove off after the van ignited, but 
the two were arrested a short while later, prosecutors 
allege.  Prosecutors said in a detention memo at the time 
that they were trying to pass out Molotov cocktails to 
protesters at the demonstration. 
Mattis, a graduate of Princeton University and the New 
York University School of Law, was an associate at 
corporate Manhattan firm Pryor Cashman, but had been 
furloughed last spring, according to the firm. Rahman 
was also a registered attorney in New York State, who 
was admitted to the bar in June 2019 after graduating 
from Fordham University School of Law. 
Attorneys for both Rahman and Mattis declined to 
comment. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION 
ELIGIBILITY UPDATE 

T he FDNY is now able to offer COVID-19 
vaccination to FDNY WTC Health Program 

members – all ages, active or retired, with or without 
WTC disease certifications. FDNY active members can 
still be vaccinated even if they have previously declined 
it or have had the COVID-19 illness in the past.  The 
department has successfully vaccinated over 35,000 
people (FDNY and non-FDNY employees) without any 
serious side effects.  Please use the link 
www.fdnycampus.org via a computer to schedule an 
appointment at one of the four POD locations for the 
Moderna Vaccine.  

https://nypost.com/2021/01/28/creep-fakes-heart-attack-to-grope-emt-at-bronx-fire/%22%20%5Cl%20%22:~:text=A%20creep%20faked%20a%20heart,Avenue%20in%20Soundview,%20police%20said.
https://www.foxnews.com/us/kentucky-police-officer-fired-for-allegedly-sharing-information-with-black-lives-matter-protesters
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/us-regions/northeast/new-york
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*Registration cannot be accomplished via a mobile 
device. 
FDNY Headquarters, 9 Metrotech Center, EMS 
Academy, Fort Totten, Fire Academy, Randall’s Island,  
Susan E. Wagner High School, Staten Island  
* Instructions for making this appointment are 
attached. If you have any questions, please call either 
number below.  WTC Health Program Help Desk: 
(718-999-1365 – Monday through Friday)  FDNY Help 
Desk: (718-999-2611)  
 Please note that all appointments are dependent on 
vaccine shipments meeting demand. Getting 
vaccinated is critical to protecting yourself, your loved 
ones, our FDNY family, and those we serve.  This 
vaccine is 94% effective in preventing the COVID-19 
infection after both doses.  Even if you have recovered 
from COVID-19 and have antibodies, you still need the 
vaccine to prevent re-infection. You can find more 
information at www.cdc.gov about the COVID-19 
vaccine from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC 
* https://files.constantcontact.com/
32f761cd601/92e54c5a-aaca-4546-a232-
ea27cc7d2e71.pdf 

*****
Raising the flag on Iwo Jima: Here's the 

story behind that iconic World War II photo 

O n Feb. 23, 1945, during the Battle of Iwo 
Jima (Feb. 19 to March 26), six Marines planted 

the U.S. flag at the summit of Mount Suribachi. The 
scene was photographed by journalist Joe Rosenthal of 
the Associated Press and his image soon became 
famous around the world. What many people do not 
know is that this iconic photo actually shows the 
second flag to be raised on Iwo Jima that day.  

Located on the southern tip of the Japanese island, Mount 
Suribachi is a dormant volcano that is 546 feet (166 
meters) high. The summit has a dominating view of the 
rest of Iwo Jima, including its black sand beaches. During 
the battle, one of the bloodiest in the Pacific theater, 
Japanese forces used this vantage point to direct artillery 
fire onto the American forces. Soon after the start of the 
battle, the Americans aimed to capture the position.  

War in the Pacific: $26.99 at Magazines Direct 

A 40-man combat patrol, led by 1st Lt. Harold G. Schrier, 
was the first American unit to reach the summit of the 
mountain on Feb. 23.  These men were from the 2nd 
Battalion, 28th Marines, and they carried with them a 
U.S. flag taken from the USS Missoula, a tank transport 
ship that delivered troops and cargo to Iwo Jima.  Earlier, 
Schrier had been handed the flag by his battalion’s 
adjutant and was told, "If you get to the top, put it up."  
The flag from the USS Missoula was raised by Schrier 
and two other Marines at around 10:30 a.m. local time.  
"The best memory I've got is the day that we gave a flag 
off our ship to a lieutenant. That was the first flag that 
went up on Mount Suribachi," said Tom Price, a U.S. 
Navy veteran who was serving on the USS Missoula 
during the battle, and shared his memories of it with 
History of War magazine in January 2020. 
"We watched them go up the mountain and raise the flag 
about 500 yards [457 meters]  
from the ship.  There were hundreds of ships and 
everyone blew their sirens and horns. Everybody cheered 
and it was really something because the flag from the 

https://files.constantcontact.com/32f761cd601/92e54c5a-aaca-4546-a232-ea27cc7d2e71.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/32f761cd601/92e54c5a-aaca-4546-a232-ea27cc7d2e71.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/32f761cd601/92e54c5a-aaca-4546-a232-ea27cc7d2e71.pdf
https://www.livescience.com/battle-of-iwo-jima-1945.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.livescience.com/battle-of-iwo-jima-1945.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.magazinesdirect.com/az-magazines/47189544/BKZ-B3609.thtml%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/HLIVE2020/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Missoula was the very first to be raised on Japanese 
territory," Price said. "We were very proud."  
Staff Sgt. Louis R. Lowery, who was a photo 
journalist working for the armed forces  
magazine Leatherneck, photographed Schrier and his 
men at the summit of Suribachi.  
Who raised the second flag?  
The original flag planted by Schrier was considered 
too small to be easily seen from the northern side of 
the Suribachi, so the Marines searched for a 
replacement. According to historian Robert E. Allen's 
book "The First Battalion of the 28th Marines on Iwo 
Jima" (McFarland, 1999), the flag shown in 
Rosenthal's famous photograph was delivered by 
Tank Landing Ship USS LST-779, and measured 56 
inches by 96 inches (142 centimeters by 244 cm).   
According to recent research, the men pictured in the 
photograph are: Harlon Block, Harold Keller, Ira 
Hayes, Harold Schultz, Franklin Sousley and Michael 
Strank. Rosenthal quickly photographed the Marines 
using his Speed Graphic camera, without the aid of a 
viewfinder. At the time, he did not realize the 
significance of the photograph.  Tragically, Block, 
Sousley and Strank were later killed in action during 
the battle.  However, the three surviving servicemen 
returned home to a hero's welcome and immediately 
toured across the U.S. in support of the Seventh War 
Loan (bonds issued by the government to finance war 
operations). According to Robert S. Burrell in his 
book "The Ghosts of Iwo Jima" (Texas A&M 
University Press, 2006), the Seventh War Loan, with 
support from the touring Iwo Jima survivors, raised a 
record-breaking $26 billion for the war effort.  
Burrell also explains that after the battle, "the 
[Marine] Corps mistakenly identified one of the dead 
Marines in the photo Harlon Block had been 
misidentified as Hank Hanson." This was not the 
only mistaken identity, however.  In October 
2019, evidence brought forward by 
historians identified Harold Keller as the figure at the 
far side of the flagpole, previously believed to have 
been Rene Gagnon.  
By the end of World War II, Rosenthal's photograph 
had become famous worldwide. The photograph, 
which won the Pulitzer Prize in 1945, served as 

inspiration for the United States Marine Corps War 
Memorial, in Arlington Ridge Park, Virginia.  
The memorial was unveiled on Nov. 10, 1954, in the 
presence of President Dwight D. Eisenhower.  In 1961, 
President John F. Kennedy proclaimed that the U.S. flag 
should fly over the memorial 24 hours a day.  

*****
‘It looked like murder’: Families of nursing 

home victims demand Cuomo probe 
By Gabrielle Fonrouge  February 15, 2021   

N ew Yorkers who lost loved ones to COVID-19 in 
nursing homes blasted Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 

attempts to cover up the real death toll saying he needs to 
be investigated for “killing” their family members.  
“Nothing is going to bring my parents back but we want 
to know why, because to us, looking at it, it just looked 
like murder it looks like you were a serial killer,  there 
are thousands of seniors dead,” said Donna Johnson, who 
lost both of her parents to COVID-19 at the height of the 
pandemic last year after they contracted the virus at 
senior care facilities.  
“He killed a lot of people, I mean people don’t have 
grandmas and grandpas and moms and dads anymore 
because of one man’s decision.”  
Last March, Cuomo’s administration issued a 
controversial directive ordering nursing homes to accept 
COVID-19 positive patients and the virus soon spread 
like wildfire in the congregate care settings.  At least 
15,000 seniors were killed, almost twice the amount 
previously reported by the state.  
Last week, The Post exclusively revealed an audio 
recording of the governor’s secretary, Melissa DeRosa, 
admitting the administration tried to cover up the number 
of deaths because they feared the data could “be used 
against us” by the Justice Department. 
Johnson, 59, said her father, Michael “Micky” Newman, 
a retired FDNY firefighter, was only at the Grandell 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center to recover after a 
hospital visit but he never made it out alive.  She wants 
answers from Cuomo and said he should “resign.”  “I just 
want the truth, why’d you do it? What was in his mind to 

https://nypost.com/author/gabrielle-fonrouge/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/11/cuomo-aide-admits-they-hid-nursing-home-data-from-feds/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/23/coronavirus-patients-admitted-to-queens-nursing-home-with-body-bags/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/23/coronavirus-patients-admitted-to-queens-nursing-home-with-body-bags/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/11/over-9000-covid-19-patients-sent-into-ny-nursing-homes/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/11/over-9000-covid-19-patients-sent-into-ny-nursing-homes/
https://nypost.com/2021/01/28/ny-nursing-home-covid-deaths-50-higher-than-stated-ag-probe/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/15/cuomo-fails-to-address-nursing-home-cover-up-admission/
https://nypost.com/2021/02/15/cuomo-fails-to-address-nursing-home-cover-up-admission/
https://www.marines.mil/News/Press-Releases/Press-Release-Display/Article/1991234/correction-to-the-identity-of-marines-in-photograph-of-the-flag-raising-on-moun/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.marines.mil/News/Press-Releases/Press-Release-Display/Article/1991234/correction-to-the-identity-of-marines-in-photograph-of-the-flag-raising-on-moun/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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do this?” Johnson told The Post.  “It’s too late for an 
apology.”  
Wendy Naborre, whose mother, Theresa DeVaul, 
contracted COVID-19 and died at the Apex 
Rehabilitation and Healthcare home in Huntington, LI, 
is incensed thinking about how Cuomo talked about 
his own mother, Matilda Cuomo, during his daily 
briefings.  
“To hear Governor Cuomo talk about his mother and 
how careful he was with her and how he kept her safe 
from everything, I don’t want to hear how well you’re 
protecting her because you’re not protecting everyone 
else’s mother and father,” Naborre, 49, told The Post.  
 “There needs to be a federal investigation if there’s 
evidence of him covering it up he absolutely should 
step down.”  
Ellen Cariddi, whose 85-year-old mother Evelyn 
Gengenbach died alone at a hospital after catching the 
virus at Huntington Hills Center for Health and 
Rehabilitation, thought the facility was one of the 
“safest” places for her to be after a recent bout of 
pneumonia.  
“We’re coming up on a year and we’re just now 
reliving the days that led to that executive order and 
that turmoil that’s changed our lives forever,” Cariddi, 
57, said by phone, calling her mother’s loss her 
“darkest days.”  
“These are lives, these are mothers and fathers and 
aunts and uncles and grandparents and they did die 
alone and he needs to be held accountable whatever 
shape or form that is appropriate. He can’t keep 
passing the buck.”  Cuomo’s office didn’t return a 
request for comment.  

*****
Dear Friend, 

Retiring from the Greatest Job on Earth is one of the 
toughest decisions I've ever had to make.  The 
comradery, support, and the sense of purpose are 
unlike any other job and losing all of that sends many 
of us into a spiral. Without the kitchen talk and back 
room, some of us experience depression, loneliness, 

and anger, especially during such trying times.  I was 
very fortunate to get involved with Friends of 
Firefighters while I was still on the job so that when I 
retired I still had access to a back room and kitchen 
talk.  
I didn't realize how many retirees were not aware of 
Friends of Firefighters and the benefits of being part of 
the organization.  There is no reason why someone has 
to miss the back room, kitchen talk, or feel lost.  Now, 
due to COVID-19, Friends of Firefighters offers free 
online group meetings, which makes it easier for those 
of us who are staying safe at home to still get together 
with our brothers and sisters. 
Friends of Firefighters has partnered with The Center 
for Human Development to provide an online support 
group that is peer run by FDNY retiree Victor 
D'Aquino. A counselor at Friends of Firefighters runs 
two additional online support groups:  
one for FDNY members and one for family members. 
The best part about this is the ability to talk to the 
brothers and sisters about experiences that are unique 
to us.  Along with a sense of relief that we aren't alone, 
it is also good to have a laugh that only another 
firefighter can appreciate. 
To learn more about the free programs and services 
available to you and your families at Friends of 
Firefighters, visit their website at 
www.friendsoffirefighters.org, or contact their off ice 
at 718-643-0980 or email 
info@friendsoffirefighters.org. 

FF Danny Prince, Retired 
Friends of Firefighters Board Member 
Friends of Firefighters, Inc. 
199 Van Brunt Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231 
718 643 0980 Tel. - 718-643-1240 Fax 
www.friendsoffirefighters.org - 
info@friendsoffirefighters.org 

https://nypost.com/2020/04/25/families-of-nyc-nursing-home-victims-say-they-were-left-in-dark/
mailto:info@friendsoffirefighters.org
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FOR SALE:  

I 'm selling my White Privilege Card. It's over 80 
years old, but is in mint condition.  
It has never been used, not even one time.  Reason 

for selling is that it hasn't done a thing for me!  No free 
college, no free food, no free housing, no free 
anything.  
I actually had to go to work every day of my life while 
paying a boatload of taxes to carry those who chose not 
to work.  If you are interested, I prefer cash, but would 
be willing to do an even   trade for a Race Card which 
seems much more widely accepted and comes with 
countless benefits.  Contact me on my non-Obama cell 
phone the one I pay for every month. 

***** 
This is really good and so true, 

unfortunately 

I  wonder how many people would have been shot by 
police if they did not commit crimes nor resist 
arrest?  I suppose it would be NONE, except for the 

rare accident. 
If you don't want to get hit by a car, don't protest in the 
middle of a highway 
If you don't want to get killed by the Police, don't 
engage in illegal activities. 
If you're scared of the Coronavirus, stay home. 
If you don't love America, leave it. 
It's really not that difficult to figure it out.   
Just because you toppled a statue doesn't mean you 
changed history.  It just shows how ignorant you are.   
BLM has done more to promote racism in the past 
months than all the Confederate Memorials in the 
past 100 years.    
Would you hire a person who hates animals to care for 
your dog?  Then, why would you elect people who hate 
America? 
If you're driving alone in your car & wearing a mask, 
you don't need to put a Biden sticker on your car, we 
already know. 
The NFL now says it may bar all Military & Police 
Honor Guards from being on the field.  I hope the NFL 

tanks completely!  Have you considered your 
response? 
Want to be Green?  Shut off your air conditioning, turn 
off your phone, TV and computers and go outside and 
plant next year's dinner. 
For those of you who are serious germ-fearers: did 
you know that door knobs made out of brass disinfect 
themselves in about 8 hours? 
If we don't start getting behind the Police, they'll all 
quit.  I know I would! 
If we are removing 'To Kill a Mockingbird' due to its 
use of the "N" word, how many Rap albums are going 
with it? 
Warning to BLM & ANTIFA:  Once you've managed 
to defund & eliminate the Police, there's nobody 
protecting you.  Hope everyone remembers that. 
Payday candy bar is changing its name because it's 
offensive to those who don't work 

***** 
MARIJUANA MARRIAGE 

For those who haven't heard, Washington State 
recently passed two laws - legalized gay 

marriage and legalized marijuana. 
The fact that Gay Marriage and Marijuana were 
legalized on the same day makes perfect biblical 
sense, because Leviticus 20:13 says: "If a man lies 
with another man they should be stoned." 
We just hadn't interpreted it correctly before. 

***** 
Hopefully, we never eliminate our Second 

Amendment! 

A  LITTLE GUN HISTORY 
In 1929, the Soviet Union established gun 

control: From 1929 to 1953, about  
20 million dissidents, unable to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and exterminated. 
In 1911, Turkey established gun control: From 1915 to 
1917, 1.5 million     Armenians, unable to defend 
themselves, were rounded up and exterminated. 
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Germany established gun control in 1938: From 1939 
to 1945, a total of 13  
million Jews and others who were unable to defend 
themselves were rounded  
up and exterminated. China established gun control in 
1935: From 1948 to 1952, 20 million 
political dissidents, unable to defend themselves, 
were rounded up and exterminated. 
Guatemala established gun control in 1964: From 
1964 to 1981, 100,000 Mayan Indians, unable to 
defend themselves, were rounded up and 
exterminated.  
Uganda established gun control in 1970: From 1971 
to 1979, 300,000 Christians,  
unable to defend themselves, were rounded up and 
exterminated. 
Cambodia established gun control in 1956: From 
1975 to 1977, one million educated  
people, unable to defend themselves, were rounded 
up and exterminated. 
56 million defenseless people were rounded up and 
exterminated in the 20th Century because of gun 
control. 
You won't see this data on the US evening news, or 
hear politicians disseminating  
this information. 
Guns in the hands of honest citizens save lives and 
property and, yes, gun-control laws adversely affect 
only the law-abiding citizens.  
With guns, we are 'citizens'; without them, we are 
'subjects'. 
During WW II, the Japanese decided not to invade 
America because they knew  
most Americans were ARMED! 
Gun owners in the USA are the largest armed forces 
in the world!  
If you value your freedom, please spread this anti-
gun-control message to all of  
your friends. 
The purpose of fighting is to win. There is no possible 
victory in defense. 
The sword is more important than the shield, and skill 
is more important  
than either. 

   SWITZERLAND ISSUES A GUN TO EVERY 
HOUSEHOLD! 
   SWITZERLAND'S GOVERNMENT ISSUES 
AND TRAINS EVERY ADULT  
IN THE USE OF A RIFLE.  SWITZERLAND HAS 
THE LOWEST GUN RELATED CRIME RATE 
OF ANY CIVILIZED COUNTRY IN THE 
WORLD!!! 
    It's a no brainer! Don’t let our government waste 
millions of our tax dollars in an effort to make all law-
abiding citizens an easy target.  This is history not the 
BS that's being aired on TV, sanctioned by our 
illustrious but delusional leaders in Washington. 

***** 
Accelerant found in car of Queens landlord 

connected to fatal fire 
 By Tina Moore and Jorge Fitz-Gibbon  December 23, 2020  

An FDNY dog found traces of accelerant on three 
gloves inside the car of a Queens landlord whose 

apartment house burned down in a suspicious fire that 
killed three people, police sources told The Post. 
Cops and fire investigators were searching the home 
and Toyota 4Runner of Eric Chen in Flushing late 
Tuesday, when the canine made the discovery, the 
sources said. 
Police seized the SUV, as well as digital recording 
equipment, a computer monitor and a hard drive, the 
sources said. 
No arrests have been made in the case and no charges 
have been brought. 
Chen, 29, purchased the home at 90-31 48th Ave. in 
February, and had since tried evict eight tenants who 
remained in the house. 
Building department records show that as many as 60 
people may have lived in the home at one point one of 
26 open violations at the three-family Elmhurst home. 
Most of the violations occurred before Chen bought 
the property, records show. 
Investigators said this week they were investigating 
the early morning blaze Saturday as a possible arson 
after finding an accelerant at the property. 

https://nypost.com/author/tina-moore/
https://nypost.com/author/jorge-fittz-gibbon/
https://nypost.com/2020/12/19/queens-house-fire-kills-two/
https://nypost.com/2020/12/21/fdny-discovers-accelerant-at-nyc-building-where-fire-killed-3/
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Surveillance footage also showed an unidentified man 
entering the house and leaving shortly before the 
flames broke out, killing three people inside. 
Witnesses and sources said two men died behind a 
locked second-floor door and the third on the third 
floor of the house. 
Investigators also considered that the blaze was an 
electrical fire. 
Chen did not return a call for comment Wednesday. 
He repeatedly declined to comment to The Post on 
Sunday and Monday. 

***** 
A fter improving the health of a 93-year-old man in 

a hospital in Italy, he was asked to pay the cost 
of the respirator for a day and then the old man began 
to cry.  
The doctor advised him not to cry over the bill.  What 
he said, made all the doctors cry. 
The old man said, “I do not cry for the money I have 
to pay, because I can afford all this.  I cry because I've 
been breathing God's air for 93 years, but I never paid 
for it.  
It takes 500 euros to use the respirator in the hospital 
for a day.   
Do you know how much I owe God?  I have never 
thanked God for this before.”  
The words of this man deserve our reflection.  When 
we breathe freely without pain and disease, no one 
takes the air seriously.  Only when we get to a 
hospital, we can know that even breathing oxygen 
with artificial respirator costs money!  Thank God for 
the time you've spent all your life because you can 
breathe freely.. 

***** 
Received the following from one of our members via 

email.  How true it is 

T oday I woke up and as I had my morning coffee, 
I realized that everything is about to change.  

No matter how I vote, no matter what I say, something 
evil has invaded our nation, and our lives are never 
going to be the same. 

I have been confused by the hostility of family and 
friends. 
I look at people I have known all my life, so hate filled 
that they agree with opinions they would never express 
as their own.  I think that I may well have entered the 
Twilight Zone. 
You can't justify this insanity. We have become a nation 
that has lost its collective mind! 
If a dude pretends to be a woman, you are required to 
pretend with him. 
Somehow it’s un-American for the census to count how 
many Americans are in America. 
Russians influencing our elections are bad, but illegals 
voting in our elections are good. 
It was cool for Joe Biden to "blackmail" the President 
of Ukraine, but it’s an impeachable offense if Donald 
Trump inquires about it. 
People who have never owned slaves should pay 
slavery reparations to people who have never been 
slaves. 
People who have never been to college should pay the 
debts of college students who took out huge loans for 
their degrees. 
Immigrants with tuberculosis and polio are welcome, 
but you better be able to prove your dog is vaccinated. 
Irish doctors and German engineers who want to 
immigrate to the US must go through a rigorous vetting 
process, but any illiterate gang-bangers who jump the 
southern fence are welcome. 
$5 billion for border security is too expensive, but $1.5 
trillion for free health care is not. 
If you cheat to get into college you go to prison, but if 
you cheat to get into the country you go to college for 
free. 
People who say there is no such thing as gender are 
demanding a female President. 
We see other countries going Socialist and collapsing, 
but it seems like a great plan to us. 
Some people are held responsible for things that 
happened before they were born, and other people are 
not held responsible for what they are doing right now. 
Criminals are caught-and-released to hurt more people, 
but stopping them is bad because it's a violation of 
THEIR rights. 
And pointing out all this hypocrisy somehow makes us 
"racist?! 



Page  of 12 14

Nothing makes sense anymore, no values, no morals, 
no civility.  People are dying of a  
Wuhan virus, but it is racist to refer to it as Wuhan 
virus, even though it began in Wuhan, China.  We are 
clearly living in an upside down world where right is 
wrong and wrong is right, where moral is immoral and 
immoral is moral, where good is evil and evil is good, 
where killing murderers is wrong, but killing innocent 
babies is right. 
Wake up America, the great unsinkable ship Titanic 
America has hit an iceberg, is taking on water, and is 
sinking fast. The choice is yours to make.  What will it 
be?  
Time is short, make your choice wisely!  This has so 
much truth to it that seeing it all pulled together is 
frightening. 
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$20.00 _____ (place a check here) 
 
Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail, your dues will be $25.00 (place a 
check here) ____ you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address 
 
If you would like to donate to our memorial service, held in February of each year, please 
add $5.00 (or any amount you desire) to the above amount. 
 
Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 
 
Your Name_____________________________________________                  
 
Address________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 
Home Phone___________________________ 
Email Address___________________________________ 
 
Summer Address & Phone Number (if you are a snowbird) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
City State Zip Area code & Phone Number  
 
Wife’s First Name_____________________ Cell Phone____________________  
D.O.B _____________________  
 
Date Appointed: __________Date Retired____________ Rank_____ Units Assigned  
(Last First) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to: FDNY RETIREES, INC and Mail to: 
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events
Daylight Saving Time Begins, Sunday, March 14th        

St Patrick’s Day, Wednesday, March 17th                                                                    
 Spring Begins, Saturday, March 20th                                                                                                                                                                            

Executive Board Meeting, Monday, March 22nd  6:45pm                                          
          Monthly Meeting, Monday, March 22nd  7:30pm 

Palm Sunday, March 28th                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                 

 Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as they protect us."  Let's all keep 
those currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts. They are the 

reason for the many freedoms we enjoy.  
"In God We Trust."                                                                                                                                                    

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone 
under!  Ronald Reagan 

"Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas.   

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

