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It is with regret that FDNY Florida Retirees Martin/St Lucie Div. 
announces the death of it member Ret. Lt. Charles McCarthy that 
occurred on 4-24-21.  Charlie was appointed 6-18-60 & retired 11/81.  
Charlie was assigned to the following companies L-41, L-31, Batt. 25 
and R-3. 

Hello Brothers, 
It saddens me to report that Lt Charlie McCarthy has passed 
away.  He got the Franklin D Roosevelt medal in 1973 when 

he was in L-31.  He was a member of our organization since 2000. 
Charlie's family had a church service at ST Christopher's Church which 
15 brothers from our organization attended to give him a great send off.   
Rest in piece Charlie you will be surely missed. 

With the board members approval we will be starting our membership 
meetings an hour earlier starting at 6:30pm.  

I am pleased to announce that we had a very good turnout for our 
meeting.  We talked about very important paper work for our widows to 
know when we pass away.  
I gave out FREE BUMPER STICKERS that has the numbers 343. (WE 
ALL KNOW WHAT THAT STANDS FOR)  They were donated by Ira 
Hoffman who was a buff in Engine 318 back in the 60s some of the old 
timers might know of him he took a lot of pictures back then.  As 
always Brothers thank you for keeping our organization alive 

Lou Malizia, President
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Can an alleged arsonist escape eviction 
under New York COVID laws? 

By Kathianne Boniello April 3, 2021  

An accused arsonist who allegedly twice set 
fire to his luxury midtown apartment 
building is trying to use Gov. Cuomo’s new 

pandemic rules to dodge eviction, his landlord claims.  
The alleged firebug has left residents in the 37-story 
hi-rise “in constant fear for their lives,” according to 
court papers filed by the landlord, who has been 
trying to oust him for months.  But when faced with 
an eviction notice  after allegedly causing $3.5 million 
in damage to the West 59th Street building Christian 
Ledan filed a form claiming he’d had financial 
hardship because of COVID-19. 
The COVID-19 Hardship Declaration forms are part 
of new rules signed into law by Gov. Cuomo in 
December. Most tenants who file the form have their 
evictions paused for weeks.  Christian Ledan pays just 
$1,117 monthly for a one-bedroom apartment at One 
Waterline Square under affordable housing rules.  
Market-rate one-bedrooms in the building go for 
nearly $6,000 a month.  After weeks of erratic and 
paranoid behavior that included Ledan, 48, screaming 
and cursing at people in the lobby, and claiming he 
was being hacked, watched in the shower and 
monitored by the FBI, he allegedly set fire to 
cardboard boxes in his kitchen around 4:30 a.m. 
“The voices in his head told him to do so,” according 
to a fire marshal’s report and court papers.  “Nervous 
about keeping the fire inside,” he dragged the burning 
materials into the hall, where authorities found “a 
pyre,” according to a criminal complaint charging 
Ledan with second-degree arson. 
The FDNY was forced to break open Ledan’s door 
and “drag” him out, the landlord said in legal papers.  
No one was hurt in the July blaze, but that “was by a 
thin stroke of luck,” landlord RCB3 Affordable LLC 
claims. 
At the time, housing courts were closed due to 
Cuomo’s eviction moratorium, and a source said the 
pandemic delayed a fire marshal’s report on the 
incident. 
By the time Ledan was arrested in September, he 
claimed to have no memory of the fire.  With the 

ongoing criminal case not scheduled to be heard in court 
until May 10, RCB3 Affordable Vice President John 
Gagnier begged for help in court papers, pleading, “This 
situation cannot continue.” 
At least one fearful neighbor broke their lease and 
moved, and another tenant voiced concern Ledan would 
“kill us all,” according to the court filing.  The fire and 
water damaged all seven elevators and common areas, 
the landlord claims in court papers seeking to boot 
Ledan.  RCB3 Affordable notified the fiery tenant in 
February his lease would be terminated. On March 15, 
Ledan filed the COVID-19 hardship declaration form.  
Two days later, Ledan allegedly set a second fire, this 
time in his closet, according to the landlord’s lawsuit, 
which claims building workers found smoke pouring 
from Ledan’s door, which was propped open with a 
laptop.  
The cause of the fire is under investigation, the FDNY 
said.  Tenants who file the hardship form in the face of 
eviction typically have their cases put on hold until at 
least May 1, under new rules from Albany. More than 
25,500 tenants citywide filed the form as of last week, 
according to the Office of Court Administration. 
Ledan’s claim of financial hardship is bunk, asserts the 
landlord, who notes in the litigation that the “entirety” of 
Ledan’s rent has been paid for not by him, but with a 
subsidy.  RCB3 Affordable has barred Ledan from the 
building for now, and says costs from both fires now total 
more than $4 million.  The landlord wants a judge to 
deem Ledan an exception under the new rules and his 
behavior grounds for his immediate ejection.  Ledan did 
not return messages seeking comment. 

*****
Lawyers accused of torching NYPD car stuck 

in ongoing plea negotiations                                        
By Rebecca Rosenberg  NY Post  April 1, 2021  

Two lawyers charged with hurling Molotov 
cocktails at an empty NYPD van during a Black 
Lives Matter protest in Brooklyn last summer are 

still trying to hammer out a plea deal with Brooklyn 
federal prosecutors, it was revealed in court Thursday. 
During the virtual hearing, defense lawyers for Urooj 
Rahman and Colinford Mattis requested an additional 90 
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days to work out a disposition, which US District Judge 
Brian Cogan granted.  Brooklyn federal prosecutors 
had offered the pair a deal on Feb. 11 but did not 
publicly disclose the terms. 
Rahman and Mattis face up to life behind bars if 
convicted at trial of charges that include arson, 
conspiracy and use of explosives for the alleged assault 
on an empty police car May 29 as protests raged across 
the city.  A detention memo said they had tried to pass 
out the explosives to other demonstrators.  Rahman 
allegedly threw a Molotov cocktail, crafted out of a 
Bud Light bottle, through a broken window of the 
vehicle parked near Fort Greene’s 88th Precinct station 
house, then hopped into a getaway car driven by 
Mattis, court papers allege. 
Mattis, a graduate of Princeton University and the New 
York University School of Law was an associate at the 
white-shoe Manhattan firm Pryor Cashman but was 
furloughed before the incident.  Rahman is a graduate 
of Fordham University School of Law and has worked 
at Bronx Legal Services representing indigent 
defendants in eviction proceedings. 

 
Lawyers Urooj Rahman, passenger, and Colinford Mattis, 
driving are seen in photos released by the Eastern District 
Monday, June 1, 2020. 

*****
FDNY ‘boys club’ protects sexual harassers, 

lawsuit alleges 

By Kathianne Boniello  April 3, 2021  

An FDNY paramedic claims male colleagues 
peppered her with penis pics and dating 
requests then retaliated when she rejected and 

reported them by sending her to “violent” areas of the 
city and forcing her to clean “dangerously” bloody 
ambulances. 
A “boys club” within the department protected 

coworkers and supervisors who allegedly snapped 
photos of Maria Miranda’s chest, screamed at her, 
“stalked” her on the job and denied her pay, she 
alleges in a lawsuit. 
“They made me hate going to work,” she told The 
Post. “It breaks my heart, because I love what I do. I 
don’t want it to happen to anyone else.” 
Fellow paramedic Philip Jugenheimer, who worked 
the tour before Miranda’s and would often hand off an 
ambulance to her, started asking for dates and sending 
Miranda photos of his genitals shortly after she joined 
Station 4 on the Lower East Side in December 2014, 
she charges in Manhattan Federal Court papers filed 
against the FDNY and the city.   
When the former Marine finally realized his overtures 
weren’t succeeding, he began leaving the ambulance 
“filthy, lacking supplies and littered with used needles 
and his personal belongings.  Sometimes there was 
even blood on the floor,” she said in legal papers.   
Around the same time, her boss, Lt. Jon Phelan, 
promised her prime schedules and overtime if she 
dated him then allegedly withheld her time sheets, 
screamed at her and stalked her when she declined, 
according to court papers. 
The FDNY allegedly failed to keep complaints 
confidential, repeatedly declared Miranda’s concerns 
“unsubstantiated” despite multiple witnesses, and did 
little more than switch some of the accused’s shifts 
around, she charged.   
It’s not the first time the FDNY has been accused of 
ignoring harassment complaints.   
In 2019 a former “Jersey Shore” star-turned-EMT 
sued after male bosses allegedly hounded her for sex, 
and earlier this year, an ex-Marine said the 
department failed to take action against colleagues 
who harassed him over his military service.   
The abuse got so bad for Miranda, 42, who was 
known as the “Station Mom” because she cooked and 
cared for new recruits, she once vomited at work. 
When a supervisor reported Phelan’s alleged abuse of 
Miranda to the FDNY’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity office, Phelan began a “campaign of 
abuse” which still impacts her, she charges in the 
lawsuit. 
Phelan’s pal, Lt. James Scordus, who is currently 
facing sex abuse charges for allegedly inappropriately 
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touching an NYPD officer in Brooklyn in October 
2019, also denied her overtime, refused to keep her 
ambulance stocked with the vital narcotics, and once 
wrote her up for wearing a pink FDNY breast cancer 
awareness hat, according to court papers.   
Last year, after she experienced COVID-19 symptoms 
and took required leave, another boss sent her to fill in 
for paramedics throughout the city, resulting in her 
working “significantly more stabbings, shootings, and 
slashings,” she said in the legal filing.   
“New York City prides itself on its strong anti-
harassment and retaliation laws.   
It’s time for the City to start living up to its own 
standard and protect the victims of harassment and 
retaliation instead of covering up for the perpetrators,” 
said her lawyer, Denise Schulman.  When contacted by 
The Post, Phelan denied having worked with Miranda, 
said he’d retired and hung up.  Scordus has been 
“saving lives for 27 years and is currently a supervisor 
in the fight against COVID-19,” and was “shocked and 
hurt” by the allegations, said his lawyer, Oliver Storch. 
The city said it would review the complaint. Miranda, 
who is still on the job, is seeking unspecified damages. 
Jugenheimer could not be reached. 
“If I leave, they win,” she said.  “Why should I be 
scared to go to work?  Why should I have all this stuff 
going on because these people in the ‘boys club’ want 
to protect each other and do what ever they want to 
do?” 

*****
NYC firefighter arrested after man dies in 

Queens Bar brawl 
By Joe Marino, Dana Kennedy, Georgett Roberts and Khristina 
Narizhnaya  March 27, 2021   

A New York City firefighter was busted early 
Saturday after he socked a man in the face 
during a brawl outside their rowdy Queens 

neighborhood bar, and the victim  who’d been sent 
flying backward by the punch  struck his head on the 
pavement and later died, according to police and 
sources. 
Justin Deieso, was arrested and charged with assault, 
though charges could be elevated Paul Martinka for 
NY Post Justin Deieso, 35, of Whitestone was arrested 
and charged with assault, though those charges could 

be elevated to murder depending on the results of a 
pending autopsy, police said.  Deieso, a seven-year 
FDNY veteran at Ladder Company 122 in Park Slope, 
allegedly got into a fist fight with victim Devin Deegan, 
55, behind the Terrace Inn Bar & Grill on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard in Whitestone, police said. 
Cops arrived at 4 a.m. and found Deegan, of Flushing, 
lying on the pavement with trauma to the back of his 
head, police said. 
Sources told The Post that Deieso’s punch allegedly sent 
Deegan to the pavement, where he struck his head hard 
on the pavement as he hit the ground. 
He went to cardiac arrest at the scene, one source said. 
The victim was taken to Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center where he was pronounced dead.  Deiseo  who 
records show made $85,292 with the FDNY in 2020 was 
arrested at the scene.  Those who live and work nearby 
said the neighborhood is quiet but not the bar.   
“If it’s from the bar, it’s typical because in the past there 
have been fights and people being drunk,” said Dr. 
Marielena Diakogiannis, a dentist with a practice near 
the back entrance of the bar on 20th Ave. 
“They have beer cans strewn around,” she said.  “There 
are times when they are sitting in front of your building 
and they are drunk,” she complained.  “It’s sad to see 
this happening in such a nice neighborhood.”   

*****
Firefighter who died of 9/11-related cancer 

awarded medal for Bronx blaze 
By Craig McCarthy  April 14, 2021  NY Post 

An FDNY firefighter who died of 9/11-related 
cancer last year was honored Wednesday for his 
heroics during a Bronx blaze. 

Firefighter Daniel Foley was posthumously awarded the 
Emerald Society Medal at the South Street Seaport for 
saving two young kids while responding to an early 
afternoon fire at the Butler Houses on Webster Avenue in 
Claremont on Feb. 20, 2019. 
When Foley got to the scene, he spotted “several small 
hands waving frantically through the thick smoke 
billowing from the seventh-floor window,” according to 
fire officials. 
The smoke eater rushed up the seven flights of stairs and 
slowed the spread of the blaze to buy some time for 
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other firefighters to bring a hose line. Foley then 
crawled on his hands and knees to reach the two kids in 
a back bedroom. 
                               

Daniel Foley (right) poses with his brother Thomas. FDNY
Foley died last February at 46 after losing a battle with 
pancreatic cancer, which the FDNY says was related to 
his rescue efforts at Ground Zero. 
The firefighter lost his brother, Thomas, on Sept. 11, 
2001, while responding to the terrorist attacks. 

Firefighter Daniel Foley poses with his wife Carrie and daughters 
Kiera , (left) and Erin after receiving the FDNY Henry D. 

Brookman Medal in April 2004.  Jeff Day 

The award ceremony was originally scheduled for last 
April but was postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  His family accepted the award Wednesday 
on his behalf. 

*****
NYC Fire Officers union back Eric Adams 

for mayor 
By Carl Campanile April 13, 2021  NY Post 

 
The Uniformed Fire Officers Association has endorsed Eric Adams 

for mayor. 

New York’s bravest think Eric Adams is the best 
candidate to lead New York City’s effort to 
extinguish the flames of the devastating 

coronavirus pandemic as our next mayor.   
The Uniformed Firefighters Officers Association on 
Tuesday will endorse Adams for mayor in the June 22 
Democratic primary, citing the current Brooklyn borough 
president’s background and experience as a police 
officer. 
“After careful consideration, the UFOA Executive Board 
unanimously endorsed Eric Adams.  Being born and 
raised in New York City and patrolling the streets of the 
city as a uniformed member of the NYPD, it is evident 
that Eric Adams is the right choice to lead the city out of 
these trying times,” said UFOA president Jake Lemonda. 
“The Uniformed Fire Officers Association encourages all 
New York City residents to support Adams in the 
upcoming Primary and General Election, as someone 
who understands New Yorkers because he is one and has 
served them his whole career.” 
Adams said, “It’s an honor to have the support of 
members of New York’s bravest the men and women 
who protect us and keep us safe.   
Our city’s public safety is paramount, and I am humbled 
that the firefighter officers think I will be up to the task.” 
Adams’ support from the fire officers union broadens his 
labor coalition and multi-racial appeal.  He also won the 
backing of the Hotel Trade Council workers union, SEIU 
Local 32-BJ representing building workers, and District 
Council 37, the largest union representing city 
government workers. 
Adams is running in a crowded primary field that 
includes city Comptroller Scott Stringer, entrepreneur 
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Andrew Yang, civil rights lawyer and former top City 
Hall legal adviser Maya Wiley, former city Sanitation 
Commissioner Kathryn Garcia, ex-federal housing 
secretary Shaun Donovan and not-for-profit executive 
Diana Morales. 
Republicans vying for City Hall include Guardian 
Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, taxi/bodega advocate 
Fernando Mateo and financier Sara Tirschwell. 

*****
Kelly, IAFF Treasurer Who Challenged 

Payments to Leader, Elected 
President 

By BOB HENNELLY Chief Leader 3-19-21 

Ed Kelly, who a year ago accused the president 
of the International Association of Fire 
Fighters of receiving $1 million in pension-

related payments to which he was not yet entitled, has 
been elected to succeed him, helped by the backing of 
the IAFF's largest local, the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association. 
Mr. Kelly, who will assume the post, next month, is 
currently the IAFF's secretary-treasurer and previously 
served as president of Boston Firefighters Local 788.  
He got 146,727 votes to 114,518 for Mahlon Mitchell, 
head of the Professional Fire Fighters of Wisconsin and 
a delegate for Bernie Sanders's 2016 presidential bid.  
The vote tallies for the IAFF, which represents 320,000 
first-responders in the U.S. and Canada, were certified 
March 4. 
Leader Exiting Under Cloud 
Mr. Kelly will succeed Harold Schaitberger, who has 
held the top post since 2000.  
Last September, he announced he would retire from the 
$371,000-a-year post in the wake of a Wall Street 
Journal report that the FBI, the U.S. Attorney's office in 
Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Department of Labor 
had subpoenaed IAFF records involving payments to 
Mr. Schaitberger that reportedly exceeded $1 million.  
It quoted what it called "a scathing, 100-page report" 
compiled by Mr. Kelly six months earlier that accused 
Mr. Schaitberger of receiving those pension payments 
prematurely.  
The Journal last June reported that Mr. Schaitberger 

failed to pay $1 million in taxes on more than $3 million 
in deferred-compensation payments he received.  
At the time Mr. Kelly issued his damaging report, he 
defended the decision to appoint an outside investigator 
to probe Mr. Schaitberger's financial transactions.  
"The independent counsel retained by my office falls 
squarely under my authority to audit the IAFF books and 
accounts and is essential to discharging my duties to 
execute, maintain, and file reports with federal and state 
authorities," he wrote in a March 20 union memo. 
Financial Misreporting’; 
"In addition to issues related to pension funds, we also 
found millions of dollars in financial misreporting and 
millions of dollars in non- discretionary funds that were 
utilized for purposes unrelated to their designation," Mr. 
Kelly stated.  "It is my duty as the treasurer of this 
organization to conduct an audit of our books and report 
the results to the Executive Board and the membership."   
Mr. Schaitberger denied any wrongdoing and the IAFF 
cleared him last September while concluding that Mr. 
Kelly had improperly hired outside legal counsel to do 
the probe.  But the IAFF president abandoned plans to 
seek another term this year because of a loss of confidence 
in his leadership, with the Uniformed  Fire Officers 
Association joining the UFA in criticizing his activities.  
"The UFA supported Kelly and we are very happy about 
the win," union President Andy Ansbro said in a March 9 
phone interview.  "We're hoping for great things from a 
better relationship with the International."   Mr. Ansbro 
said that during his own campaign in 2020, he heard 
multiple complaints from UFA members about the IAFF 
"because we are paying them $1.2 million a year and we 
just don't believe we are receiving the services" to justify 
that expense.  President-Elect Kelly was one of hundreds of 
out-of-state firefighters and first responders who rushed to 
lower Manhattan in the aftermath of the 2001 World Trade 
Center terrorist attacks.  He is also a long-time supporter 
and close political ally of Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, the 
former head of that city's Building Trades Council, who is 
awaiting confirmation as President Biden's Secretary of 
Labor ‘Like Winning Super Bowl’ 
Mr. Ansbro said he felt that the UFA would benefit from 
having a President in the Oval Office and a Secretary of 
Labor who both have a deep affinity for the nation's fire 
unions.  "The analogy I've been giving to my members is 
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the Super Bowl has been won and we are on our way 
to Disneyland-enjoy the ride," Mr. Ansbro said. 
In the run-up to the 2020 presidential election, 
Mr.Schaitberger encountered opposition to his 
decision in April 2019 to have the IAFF be the first 
labor union to endorse Mr. Biden   Donald Trump had 
strong firefighter support during both his 2016 and 2020 
campaigns.  "I have sadly watched as division has 
been sown within our ranks," the IAFF leader-who 
had often led the union to support Democrats for 
President until a potential mutiny in 2015 prevented 
an endorsement of Hillery Clinton wrote in an email 
blast to union members following the protests over the 
Biden endorsement.  "I see much of the anger and 
politics of personal destruction that have spread on 
social media.  I cannot stand by anal allow our on to 
become even more divided." 

*****
UFOA’s  Lemonda, Defeated in Bid for Top 

IAFF Post, Plans to Retire 

By BOB HENNELLY  The Chief Leader 3-19-21 

Uniformed Fire Officers Association President 
James Lemonda, who wound up second in a 
three-way contest for secretary-treasurer of 

the International Association of Fire Fighters earlier 
this month, will retire when his union term ends in 
September after 40-plus years as a cop, firefighter 
and union officer. 
In June the UFOA rank and file will elect its nine-
member executive board, which Sept. 1 will choose 
Mr. Lemonda’s successor. 
The union’s 2,600 members include firefighters in 
ranks from Lieutenant to Deputy Chief, as well as 
Supervising Fire Marshals and Medical Officers. 
Sixth Year at Helm  Mr. Lemonda has been UFOA 
president for six years and a board member for 12.  
He started his city civil-service career as a Police 
Officer, a job he left after five years to become a 
Firefighter and eventually rise to Battalion Chief.  He 
campaigned for the IAFF position pledging to reform 
the national union’s financial practices but was de-
feated by Frank Lima, a Los Angeles Fire Captain.  

“This obviously was not the result I was looking for, but 
the membership has spoken,” Mr. Lemonda said during a 
March 8 phone interview.  “I think it is time, as with any 
election, for the membership to get behind the new 
elected leadership, and I thank everybody for supporting 
me and I urge them to continue to voice their concerns.”   
He had launched his candidacy for secretary-treasurer 
amid reports of a Federal probe into controversial pen-
sion payments the IAFF made to its departing president, 
Harold Schaitberger.   In September, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that the FBI, the U.S. Attorney’s office 
in Washington, D.C., and the U.S. Department of Labor 
issued subpoenas to the IAFF seeking records involving 
those payments, which reportedly exceeded $1 million. 
IAFF Defended Payments 
“The documents requested relate to issues that were 
approved by the elected IAFF Executive Board over the 
past 20 years under the guidance of pension actuaries and 
legal counsel,” the union said in a statement. 
Mr. Schaitberger denied any wrongdoing, and a source at 
the IAFF said that an  
internal review of the payments to him found no 
impropriety.  
The damaging publicity came amid friction over the 
IAFF’s early endorsement of President Biden, which 
rankled a significant faction of the union that supported 
President Trump.  In the video that launched his national 
campaign, Mr. Lemonda told prospective voters “the 
IAFF has been built on a good foundation, but recent 
events have put our union in harm’s way.”  He said in an 
interview then that “a lot of disturbing information” had 
been “reported from the International, and basically it 
comes down to financial responsibility.”  Due to the 
pandemic, candidates vying for office at the international, 
which represents 320,000 members in the United States 
and Canada, conducted primarily online campaigns.  Mr. 
Lemonda said that his bid for national office helped him 
grasp the challenges faced by IAFF local unions that are 
based in anti-union “right-to-work” states, primarily in 
the southern US. 
‘Huge Differences’ 
“We are all brother and sister Firefighters that’s our 
profession,” he said.  
But certainly when you speak to people in different parts 
of the country, there are huge differences that are 
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prevalent just by the simple fact that those that live in 
the right-to-work states can’t collectively bargain,” he 
said. “And we should never take our ability to 
collectively bargain for granted” 
In December 2019, the UFOA, as part of a coalition of 
uniformed superior-officer unions, agreed to a 36-
month contract providing 7.95 percent in compounded 
raises.  Mr Lemonda said he remained optimistic” that 
the union would be able to build upon that deal to 
resolve outstanding contract issues that are unique to 
his members:   Last October, the UFOA agreed to 
defer payment of $39 million in retroactive money 
owed to its members for raises dating back to 2018 as 
part of the city’s efforts to avoid layoffs. 

*****
TO UNDERSTAND A MILITARY 
VETERAN YOU MUST KNOW 

We left home as teenagers or in our early 
twenties for an unknown adventure.   
We loved our country enough to defend it 

and protect it with our own lives.   
We said goodbye to friends and family and everything 
we knew.  We learned the basics and then we scattered 
in the wind to the far corners of the earth   
We found new friends and new family.  We became 
brothers and sisters regardless of color, race or creed   
We had plenty of good times, and plenty of bad times.  
We didn't get enough sleep.  We smoked and drank too 
much.  We picked up both good and bad habits.  We 
worked hard and played harder.  We didn't earn a great 
wage.  
We experienced the happiness of mail call and the 
sadness of missing important events.  
We didn't know when, or even if, we were ever going 
to see home again.   
We grew up fast, and yet somehow, we never grew up 
at all.  We fought for our freedom, as well as the 
freedom of others.  Some of us saw actual combat, and 
some of us didn't.  Some of us saw the world, and 
some of us didn't. Some of us dealt with physical 

warfare, most of us dealt with psychological warfare. 
We have seen and experienced and dealt with things 
that we can't fully describe or ex-plain, as not all of our 
sacrifices were physical.  We participated in time 
honored ceremonies and rituals with each other, 
strengthening our bonds and camaraderie.  We counted 
on each other to get our job done and sometimes to 
survive it at all.  We have dealt with victory and 
tragedy.  We have celebrated and mourned.   We lost a 
few along the way.  When our adventure was over, 
some of us went back home, some of us started some-
where new and some of us never came home at all.  
We have told amazing and hilarious stories of our 
exploits and adventures.  We share an unspoken bond 
with each other, that most people don't experience, and 
few will understand.  We speak highly of our own 
branch of service, and poke fun at the other branches.  
We know however, that, if needed, we will be there for 
our brothers and sisters and stand together as one, in a 
heartbeat.  Being a Veteran is something that had to be 
earned, and it can never be taken away.  It has no 
monetary value, but at the same time it is a priceless 
gift.  People see a Veteran and they thank them for 
their service.  When we see each other, we give that 
little upwards head nod, or a slight smile, knowing that 
we have shared and experienced things that most 
people have not.  So, from myself to the rest of the 
veterans out there,  
I commend and thank you for all that you have done 
and sacrificed for our country.  
Try to remember the good times and make peace with 
the bad times.  Share your stories  

But most importantly, stand tall and proud, for you 
have earned the right to be called a VETERAN.  

I'M PROUD TO BE A VETERAN! 

The preceding appeared in the NE 10-13 newsletter.    

*****
My name is Peter Melly and I have been a NYC 

firefighter for the past 35 years (1983-2018).  
It is now known that not only is smoke 

absorbed through the respiratory system, but also 
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absorbed through the skin.  The cumulative effects of 
by-products of fire combustion have had 
devastating effects on us long timers  I was diagnosed 
with Parkinson's disease 5 years ago and had a rather 
progressive course.  I have no known family history of 
Parkinson"s Disease, even in a family of significant 
longevity.  Last year I had deep brain stimulation 
(DBS) which involves putting electrodes in your brain 
controlled by two battery packs implanted in your 
chest. This was needed to control my left hand tremor, 
also helps with body stiffness and loss of balance.   
My other symptoms include constipation, speech 
difficulties, trouble with writing, and a lack of facial 
expression.   
      The standard of care for Parkinson's disease in the 
year 2021 is now DBS and medication.  My doctor has 
told me that I will never be off medication but the DBS 
has cut my medication in half.   
      Previous studies have found that firefighters have a 
tenfold higher prevalence of Parkinson's disease than 
the general population.  NETPR (Neurotoxin Exposure 
Treatment Parkinson's Research) reveals that genetic 
transmission is a minor component of the development 
of Parkinson's disease.  This confirms the significance 
of environmental factors such as exposure to toxins.  
Since firefighting is a high-risk profession of chronic, 
significant chemical toxic exposure, so far, Indiana 
has recognized Parkinson's disease as a line of duty 
disability and Massachusetts is pursuing this protective 
legislative.   
      What we need in the York City Fire Department is a 
web page dedicated to "New York City Firefighters 
with Parkinson's Disease".  Someplace a firefighter's 
can go and put his name on record so we can be 
counted.  One firehouse I was assigned to had 3 
firefighters diagnosed with Parkinson's disease.  How 
many other firefighters are now suffering in silence?  
How many other firefighters have been diagnosed after 
they leave the job or spent time spent at Ground 
Zero?  We have to do something now!  
Retired BC Peter Melly  516-819-2394 

NYC’s yellow ribbon of 8 million daffodils a 
living memorial to 9/11 

By Kerry J. Byrne  April 3, 2021   

The yellow ribbon of some 8 million daffodils 
wrapping itself around New York City this 
week, born as a gift of Dutch flower merchants 

in the aftermath of 9/11, has turned a day of horror 
into a monumental symbol of rebirth that sweeps 
across all five boroughs each spring.  The Daffodil 
Project, now in its 20th year, is a citywide effort 
organized by New Yorkers for Parks that “I believe is 
now the largest living memorial anywhere in the 
world,” said Brooklyn Botanic Garden president and 
former city Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe. 
“It’s an opportunity to help our community while 
teaching the younger generation who didn’t 
experience 9/11 that it’s not to be forgotten,” said 
Nilka Martell, founder of Loving the Bronx.  Her 
grassroots organization, like scores of others around 
the city, plant daffodil bulbs in public spaces each fall, 
including Chief Dennis Devlin Park in the Bronx, 
named for a FDNY battalion chief killed in the World 
Trade Center attack. 

*****
FDNY firefighter will claim his ‘deadly’ 

bar-brawl punch was thrown in self-defense 
By Laura Italiano, Khristina Narizhnaya and Alex Taylor March 
28, 2021  

A New York City firefighter will claim self-
defense after allegedly socking a man in the 
head outside a Queens tavern early Saturday 

a punch that may have caused the rival’s death.  An 
attorney for Justin Deieso, 35, of Whitestone, revealed 
the defense strategy after his client was released 
without bail on misdemeanor assault charges Saturday 
night.   
“It’s a case of self-defense for sure,” the lawyer, 
Robert Gallo, told The Post. 
“He will appear in court as required, he’s maintaining 
his innocence, and the case is presently expected to 
stay a misdemeanor offense,” Gallo said, adding 
“there may be witnesses” to support the self-defense 

https://nypost.com/author/%25e2%2580%2589kerry-j-byrne/
http://www.ny4p.org/
https://nypost.com/2021/03/27/nyc-firefighter-arrested-after-man-dies-in-queens-bar-brawl/
https://nypost.com/2021/03/27/nyc-firefighter-arrested-after-man-dies-in-queens-bar-brawl/
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claim.  Deieso’s misdemeanor assault charge could be 
elevated depending on victim Devin Deegan’s cause 
of death, law enforcement sources said.  City coroners 
are determining whether Deegan, 55, died because 
bar-brawl punch thrown by Deieso, police say was so 
powerful, it caused him to crack his skull on the 
pavement behind the Terrace Inn Bar & Grill on 
Francis Lewis Boulevard in Whitestone.  When first 
responders rushed to the tavern at 4 a.m., Deegan was 
lying on the ground with trauma to the back of his 
head, police said.  Deegan was an unmarried, 
childless electrician who cared for his parents until 
they died and lived alone for the past five years with a 
gray pet rabbit that he doted on, neighbors told The 
Post. 
He had already set out Easter eggs in his backyard for 
area kids, neighbors noted of the treats visible 
Saturday afternoon.  “Always lent a hand, especially 
to us older people,” said one neighbor. “I never saw 
him lose his temper.”  Added another neighbor, “We 
were friends.  We all played together in the street 
growing up.  He walked away from fights.  Took care 
of his mother until the bitter end. 

Shaffer Automotive 
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              
L1 Certified MV-42144 
Over 25 years Experience                          
10% Discount given to members 
880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  
34957 

334-3413   Ask for Ken    Fax 244-2886 

*****
Kneeling 

The City of Minneapolis gave the Floyd Family 
$27 million - add that to the $14 million they 
have raised on the go fund me page.  $41 

million. 
I watched the Democratic leaders of Congress kneel 
in the halls of Congress for about 9 minutes, for the 

death of a black man named George Floyd.  
I have never seen them kneel for a fallen *Police 
Officer.  I have never seen them kneel for a fallen 
*Soldier.  I NEVER SAW THEM KNEEL FOR THE 
*SOLDIERS THAT HILLARY & OBAMA LEFT TO 
DIE IN Benghazi!!  
I have never seen them kneel for the thousands of 
(black and white) *babies aborted EVERY DAY.   I 
have never seen them kneel for a murdered *white man 
or woman.  I have not seen them kneel for the 
thousands of *black-on-black murder victims.  I have 
not seen them kneel for the thousands of *elderly 
people that died in nursing homes due to the Corona 
Virus.  (Especially N.Y.)  
I have to ask: *WHY are Democrats putting the life of 
George Floyd as more valuable than the lives of 
everyone else?  In fact, Democrats have put so much 
value on the life of George Floyd, they have allowed 
rioting, looting, arson, murder, and mayhem in 
communities Nationwide... 

ASK YOURSELF - WHY NOW?" 
The family (brothers and sister) of George Floyd 
opened a Go Fund Me account to "help the family"?  It 
has already raised   $14,455,100.00 and still counting 
from donations as of June 22, 2020.  Yes, almost $14 
1/2 MILLION.  This is for  a guy who was arrested 
NINE times; was a convicted drug dealer (and at a 
drug deal the day he died); held a gun to the stomach 
of a pregnant lady   While his five buddies robbed her 
home; did prison time three different times totaling 
about eight years, and obviously didn't learn from our 
penal system.  And America is memorializing him by 
painting murals of the guy on the sides of buildings 
like he's a hero?  Unbelievable!!  You got to be kidding 
me. Crime does pay! and to pour salt in the wound, 
Rep. Pelosi (democrat) presented his brother a folded 
American flag flown over the Capitol in his honor in a 
beautiful tri-cornered presentation case. John McNulty. 



Page  of 11 13

Port Barna 
Mediterranean Bouquet Cuisine 

Located in the Treasure Coast Mall  
(across from Ruby Tuesday) 

3478A NW Federal Hwy, Jensen Beach, Fl 
34957 

772-232-6738                                                     
https://portbarna.com 

***** 

The UFOA Executive Board would like to 
make our members aware of a recently 
announced FEMA program that provides 

assistance with funeral expenses to the families of 
Covid victims.  Beginning April 12, 2021 family 
members can apply for up to $9000.00 by calling: 
844-684-6333    
Monday to Friday 9am to 9pm  
There is currently no deadline for applying for 
this benefit.  

***** 
Tragedy defined 

Nancy Pelosi was visiting a primary school in 
Orlando and visited a grade four class.  
They were in the middle of a discussion 

related to words and their meanings. 
The teacher asked Mrs. Pelosi if she would like to lead 
the discussion on the word 'tragedy.' So our illustrious 
Democrat asked the class for an example of a 
'tragedy'. 
One little boy stood up and offered:  "If my best 
friend, who lives on a farm, is playing in the field and 
a tractor runs him over and kills him, that would be a 
tragedy." 
"No," said Pelosi , "that would be an accident." 
A little girl raised her hand: "If a school bus carrying 
50 children drove off a cliff, killing everyone, that 
would be a tragedy." 
"I'm afraid not," explained Pelosi.  "That's what we 
would call great loss." 

The room went silent.  No other child volunteered.  
Pelosi searched the room. 
"Isn't there someone here who can give me an example 
of a tragedy?" 
Finally at the back of the room, Little Johnny raised his 
hand. The teacher held her breath.   
In a quiet voice he said: "If the plane carrying you was 
struck by a 'friendly fire' missile and blown to 
smithereens that would be a tragedy." 
"Fantastic!" exclaimed Pelosi, "That's right. And can 
you tell me why that would be a tragedy?"  "Well," says 
Johnny, "It has to be a tragedy, because it sure as hell 
wouldn't be a great loss and you can bet your sweet ass 
it wouldn't be an accident either!" 
The teacher left the room. 

***** 
Five Undeniable acts 

1. A girl is said to be grown up when she starts 
wearing a bra.  A boy is grown up when he 
starts removing it. 

2. We all love to spend money buying new clothes 
but never realize that the best moment in life are 
enjoyed without clothes. 

3. Having a cold drink on a hot day with a few 
friends is nice, but having a hot friend on a cold 
night after a few drinks – PRICELESS. 

4. Breaking news Condoms don’t guarantee safe 
sex anymore.  A friend of mine was wearing one 
when he was shot dead by the woman’s 
husband. 

5. Arguing over a girl’s bust size is like choosing 
between Molson, Heineken, Carlsberg & 
Budweiser.  Men may state there preferences, 
but will grab whatever is available. 

I haven’t verified this on Snopes but it sounds legit – A 
recent study found that women who carry a little 
weight live longer than the men who mention it. 

https://portbarna.com


FDNY Florida Retirees  
Martin/Saint Lucie Division 

 
For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to our Memorial Services 

unless you place a check mark in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the newsletter 
via email ONLY. 
 
Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for will remain at 
$20.00 _____ (place a check here) 
 
Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail, your dues will be $25.00 (place a 
check here) ____ you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address 
 
If you would like to donate to our memorial service, held in February of each year, please 
add $5.00 (or any amount you desire) to the above amount. 
 
Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 
 
Your Name_____________________________________________                  
 
Address________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 
Home Phone___________________________ 
Email Address___________________________________ 
 
Summer Address & Phone Number (if you are a snowbird) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
City State Zip Area code & Phone Number  
 
Wife’s First Name_____________________ Cell Phone____________________  
D.O.B _____________________  
 
Date Appointed: __________Date Retired____________ Rank_____ Units Assigned  
(Last First) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to: FDNY RETIREES, INC and Mail to: 
 

JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien Rd. Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing Address ____     
                                        
E-Mail Address___ Roster____          Dues_______           
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events 

Cinco De Mayo, Wednesday, May 5th                                                                        
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 9th  

Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 15th  
Executive Board Meeting, Monday May 24th @ 6:15pm   

Monthly Meeting, Monday, May 24th   6:30pm                              
 Memorial Day, Monday, May 31st   

A Veteran, whether active duty, retired, National Guard or Reserve is someone who at one point 
in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States of America,” for a 
amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is a honor, and there are way too many people in 
this country who no longer understand it.  

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone                            
under!  Ronald Reagan 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

