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Happy Easter brothers, 
  
I am happy to report that our March meeting was awesome. 
We had about 15 members with there wives to congratulate 
Bob Major for being MAN OF THE YEAR. Thank you 
Bobby for serving 25 years on the board.  I also thanked the 
rest of the board members, with out these devoted brothers 
there will be no organization.  I talked about the super 
models who took pictures in bathing suits on top of the 
shoulders of firefighters in a midtown Manhattan firehouse 
with a chief in quarters. 
I also talked about the mishap that happen in Staten Island 
with a fire truck and a little boy. 
Our sergeant of arms Eppy won our 50/50 and put it on the 
bar. We all thank you Eppy. 
Back by popular demand we now have F.D.N.Y. CAR 
DECALS. They will be available for sale at this months 
meeting for $2.   
As always Brothers, thank you for keeping our organization 
alive.  

Lou Malizia, President
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Fallen FDNY Firefighter's Name Added To 
LI Post Office 

Peggy Spellman Hoey, Patch StaffPosted Tue, Mar 23, 2021  

FLORAL PARK, NY  Nearly three years to the 
day FDNY Lieutenant Michael Davidson was 
killed in the line-of-duty fighting a fire that 

broke out inside a Harlem brownstone, the U.S. Post 
Office in his hometown of Floral Park was named in 
his honor on Tuesday.  The 37-year-old Davidson, 
who was a 15-year veteran of FDNY, died on March 
22, 2018, battling a five-alarm blaze which broke out 
at an old jazz club serving as the set for the film 
"Motherless Brooklyn," CBS Local reported.   
His death sparked calls for better safety on film sets 
and the New York City Council has since approved 
two bills to help improve safety for the city's 
firefighters. 
In a virtual dedication ceremony, his widow, Eileen 
said she and Davidson worked very hard to plant roots 
in the village where they planned to raise their 
children together.  Davidson became a "fixture" in the 
village, whether it was at Tiny Town, the Tulip 
Bakery, or just pushing a double stroller with four 
kids in tow along Tulip Avenue, she said.  "To have 
Michael's name memorialized in this way, is truly a 
gift to our family, and what a gift it will be for our 
children to see our family's name, and for years to 
come in this way," said Davison, surrounded by 
family members, before she shared a video montage 
of photos from their life together.  "It truly is such a 
tremendous honor," she said.  During the ceremony, 
Floral Park Postmaster Harold Bonilla unveiled a 
plaque dedicated in Davidson's honor that will be 
installed at the post office which is located at 35 Tulip 
Ave.  Bonilla said that the dedication ceremony fell on 
a "monumental day" for the Davidson family because 
it marks the third anniversary of his death.  "We are 
honoring a fallen hero, one who was a valued member 
of the FDNY, as well as a son, a brother, a husband, 
and a father," he said. 

Davidson, who graduated from Archbishop Molloy High 
School in Queens and Iona College in New Rochelle, 
received numerous decorations for bravery in the line-of-
duty during his career with FDNY, according to U.S. 
Rep. Kathleen Rice's office. 
FDNY chaplain Monsignor John Delendick described 
Davidson as a man of service who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.  "He was a man who lived out his dream, lived 
out his love, and lived his service for all of us," he said. 
Rice, who spearheaded the act of Congress paving a way 
for Davidson's honor, said he came from a family with a 
history of service, following in the footsteps of his father, 
Robert, and his brother, Eric, is also a firefighter.  
Davidson embodied what a hero is  
meant to be, she said.  "Michael chose a career of service 
and sacrifice," Rice said.  "He was selfless.  
He dedicated his own life to protecting others, and this 
was well-known by his fellow  
firefighters.  Michael was well-regarded for his bravery 
and life-saving actions." 
That is why it was so "devastating" when he lost his life, 
and his fellow firefighters and  
the "entire Floral Park community were crushed," but the 
feelings were nothing in comparison to those felt by 
Davidson's family and friends, Rice said. 
"Every time we pass this building, we will remember 
Michael and everything he stood for," she said. 
Floral Park Mayor Frank Longobordi called it an honor 
to have the post office named after Davidson because "as 
we are all there every day, passing it, seeing it, we will 
remember all of the good things that he did, and all of the 
wonderful things that he embodied."   He went on to 
thank Eileen Davidson for staying in the village, and 
credited her and her family for serving as an inspiration 
for other families. 
"You are a special family her for us, but more 
importantly you make sure that Floral Park remains that 
special family that it is," he said. 
Richard Karsten, president of Archbishop Molloy High 
School, said that Davidson "embraced being a firefighter 
as a calling."  "Thank you, Michael, for continuing to be 
a shining example to all of us, so we can honor and 
celebrate your life and your commitment to the people of 
the city," he said. 
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Landlord sues Ed Norton, NYC over deadly 
‘Motherless Brooklyn’ fire 

By Priscilla DeGregory  March 22, 2021 

In the latest in the ongoing legal saga, Vincent 
Sollazzo Lampkin filed two summonses on Sunday 
against the Golden Globe winner, the film’s 

productions companies and the city.  The landlord of 
773 St. Nicholas Avenue is seeking damages for breach 
of contract, negligence and other claims related to the 
basement inferno that killed FDNY firefighter Michael 
Davidson on March 22, 2018. 
The pair of three-page summonses, filed in Manhattan 
Supreme Court, also seeks damages “related to the 
demolition and construction” of the doomed building 
and for penalties imposed by the city against the 
landlord to tear it down. 
Sollazzo Lampkin accuses the city in the court papers 
of negligence related to the “granting of permits for the 
production of a movie, and in the conduct prior to and 
during a fire occurring at the subject premises.” 
The tragedy has sparked years of legal battles Sollazzo 
Lampkin, the city, Norton and the production 
companies have all been sued multiple times, including 
by Davidson’s widow, tenants displaced by the blaze 
and a nearby business. 
Summonses are typically filed in court alongside 
complaints 
The two new cases brought by Sollazzo Lampkin did 
not immediately include complaints, which typically 
lay out details of a lawsuit.  In her suit against the city, 
the smoke eater’s widow Eileen Davidson claimed it 
issued permits for filming despite knowing that there 
were open violations in the building.  She accused the 
city of also being aware that the building had no 
working sprinklers, even though there were highly 
combustible film materials being used.  Eileen 
also brought a wrongful death lawsuit against the 
production company and Sollazzo Lampkin for 
allegedly altering the building and making it more 
dangerous.  Various tenants who lost their homes after 
the fire also sued the landlord and the production 
company. Those cases have since been settled. 
A spa in the building next door brought a $2 million 
lawsuit claiming the business was forced to close for 

nearly two years because of smoke and water damage 
from the fire. 
A spokesperson with the city Law Department told 
The Post, “The city has not yet been served with this 
particular lawsuit, so do not yet have a comment.”  
Lawyers for the Production Company and reps for 
Norton did not immediately return a request for 
comment. 

*****
NOBODY CAN BS A WELL-INFORMED 

CITIZEN. 

This is amazing but we are saving the 
environment non pollution cutting cost.  This will 

make Warren Buffet richer. BNSF (Berkshire-
Hathaway) 

Keystone Pipeline 

The Keystone pipeline upon completion would 
carry more than 800,000 barrels or 33.6 million 
gallons of oil through the pipeline per day. 

With no harmful emissions. 
A Barrel of Oil is 42 gallons, not to be confused with a 
Drum which is 55 gallons.  
Because a gallon of oil weighs between 7.5 and 7, 8 
lbs per gallon, most trucks can carry about 130 barrels 
of oil without violating our Department of 
Transportation laws allowing a maximum of 80,000 
lbs. (that's truck and cargo weight) on our roadways.  
It would take 6,154 trucks going from Canada to the 
Gulf Coast (a distance of over 2100 miles) to deliver 
the same amount oil, and that's every single day.  
Fuel for those trucks would exceed 2.1 million gallons 
of diesel fuel vs. NONE for the pipe line.  Now a rail 
car holds approx. 30,000 gallons or a little over 714 
barrels.   
It would take 10 trains each pulling 112 rail cars every 
day, to deliver the same amount of oil as the Keystone 
pipeline.  Fuel consumption for those trains would be 
in excess of one million gallons of diesel fuel; better 
than the trucks, but not nearly as efficient as the 
pipeline!  Trains and/or trucks producing carbon 
emissions and burning huge amounts of fuel all of 
which would be eliminated by the pipeline!  But, 
that’s not important, so we are going to cancel the 
pipeline and eliminate 10,000+ jobs instead (for 

https://nypost.com/author/priscilla-degregory/
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openers) and show those people who is in charge: BIG 
GOVERNMENT! And at the same time we will 
produce substantial windfall profits for those great 
liberal supporters like the Teamsters and BNSF 
(Berkshire-Hathaway)! Aren’t we clever? 
So when they tell you this is about the environment, it 
is not. That would be another lie just like the reaction 
to Coved 19 isn’t about controlling a virus; it’s about 
controlling YOU! 

*****
FDNY firefighter who lost his legs in fatal 

crash hit with homicide rap 

By Rebecca Rosenberg  NY Post  March 10, 2021   

An FDNY firefighter has been indicted on 
homicide and manslaughter raps for a 
drunken wrong-way crash on Long Island that 

killed a Queens teacher. 
Joseph Norris, 38, who lost both his legs in the 
collision, appeared in a wheelchair Wednesday in 
Suffolk County Supreme Court, where he pleaded not 
guilty to nine counts including aggravated vehicular 
homicide and vehicular manslaughter.  
If convicted of the top count, he faces up to 25 years in 
prison. 
“This was a senseless tragedy caused by someone who 
was sworn to protect the safety of others,” said Suffolk 
County District Attorney Timothy Sini in a statement.  
“His blood-alcohol level was more than three times the 
legal limit when he made the decision to get behind the 
wheel of a car a decision that proved to have fatal, 
devastating consequences.” 
After the deadly Nov. 20, 2020, accident on the 
Sunken Meadow Parkway, Norris was initially charged 
with one misdemeanor count of driving while 
intoxicated. 
The 14-year veteran of the FDNY was allegedly 
trashed when he left a Smithtown strip club, where 
he’d been for hours, before he climbed into his 2008 
Chevrolet Colorado, according to prosecutors.   
He drove southbound in the northbound lane for 3.7 
miles before he allegedly struck a 2007 Mazda CX7 
SUV, driven by Anthony Mariano, at about 7:30 p.m., 

court papers allege. Mariano, 44, of Kings Park, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 
Norris was rushed to South Shore University Hospital 
where doctors had to amputate both his legs above the 
knee, according to his lawyer Anthony La Pinta.  
A blood test revealed he had a blood-alcohol level of .29 
percent three times the legal driving limit, officials said. 
Justice Stephen Braslow set bail at $100,000 cash over 
$200,000 bond, which Norris promptly posted before 
leaving the courthouse flanked by his pregnant wife. 
After the crash, the FDNY suspended Norris, who had 
been assigned to Ladder 107 in Brooklyn, Mariano’s 
grieving fiance Christine Azzolini told the station that 
the couple had planned to marry this summer.   
“I’m so angry he was my whole future,” she said. 
Mariano was a beloved history teacher at Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School in Bayside, Queens.    
“Joseph Norris is a loving family man and a hero 
fireman who has the support of his family and his fellow 
firefighters,” LaPinta told The Post. 
An FDNY spokesman didn’t immediately return a 
request for comment. 

*****
Fox News’ Janice Dean faces calls to run 

against Andrew Cuomo in 2022 
Jon Levine  NY Post January 23, 2021 

Fox News meteorologist Janice Dean is mostly 
sunny on TV unless your name is Andrew Cuomo. 
She’s become known as a fearless critic of the 

New York governor and a growing number of 
Republicans in the state are chattering about the 
possibility the weather woman could credibly challenge 
the Democratic pitbull should he seek a fourth term in 
2022.   
Her former Fox News colleague Megyn Kelly said Dean 
is a fighter who has survived home invasion, sexual 
harassment, multiple sclerosis and the death of both in-
laws from COVID. 
“Unlike the poser currently in the governor’s mansion, 
she really IS ‘New York tough,’ whip smart, and we can 
trust her. She’s got my vote,” Kelly told The Post. 
Though not generally known as one of the cable 
network’s fiery opinions hosts, Dean, 50, became a 
single-issue tornado after her in-laws died from 
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coronavirus while living in New York nursing homes 
last year. 
Dean places the blame squarely on Cuomo’s now-
infamous mandate forcing nursing homes to accept 
patients who’d tested positive for the deadly virus. A 
total of 6,326 COVID-positive seniors were moved into 
nursing facilities between March and May 
2020, according to a report from the state Department 
of Health.  The elderly were among the most vulnerable 
populations. 
More than 8,500 seniors are believed to have died as a 
result of coronavirus, according to official numbers 
from state health officials. 
Dean regularly tears into the governor online, where 
she has tweeted out the name “Killer Cuomo” 
“I challenge @NYGovCuomo to a town hall with the 
grieving families who’d like to ask a few questions. 
Let’s see who’s #newyorktough,” she said Thursday. 
In response to the criticism, Cuomo flunky Rich 
Azzopardi told Dean’s sister-in-law to“get a life and a 
clue” and dismissed the meteorologist to the Daily 
Mail as “not a credible source on anything except 
maybe the weather.” 
On Thursday, Dean addressed a group of GOP 
activists and donors alongside state Republican Party 
chairman Nick Langworthy in a Zoom call that 
sounded more like a stump speech, with Dean hurling 
anti-Cuomo red meat before a hungry audience. 
“It looks like the guy just wants to be a celebrity.  He 
doesn’t want to be a governor.  
He wants to hang out with his buddies Bobby De Niro 
[and] Billy Crystal,” she said. “Governor, if you want 
to be a celebrity by all means. Go to Hollywood and let 
somebody else take over.” 
The most pressing question of the Q&A portion of the 
call was her own political ambitions and she left the 
door distinctly ajar. 
“I am still with Fox for now by contract agreement. But 
listen, you never say never in this life, right?  And 
many people have gotten into government because 
something personal has happened to them,” she said. 
Dean has already gotten her toes wet in the Albany 
swamp working on bipartisan legislation with state 
Sen. Jim Tedisco (R-Glenville) and Democratic 

Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-Queens) for an independent 
investigation into nursing-home deaths. 
GOP leaders have taken notice. 
“I told her months ago that she would make an excellent 
candidate for public office,” Staten Island Councilman 
Joe Borelli told The Post.  “I would be enthralled to 
support her in whatever ambition she has because she is a 
genuinely good human being.” 
Langworthy said, “Someone like Janice Dean would be 
an absolute nightmare for Andrew Cuomo.  She’s 
intelligent, accomplished, has a national profile and she’s 
fearless.  We will be conducting a widespread search to 
select the best candidate to take him on and Janice would 
unquestionably be a welcome addition.” 
In a statement to The Post, Dean said she was happy 
where she was for now. 
“I was beyond flattered and a bit surprised when 
Chairman Langworthy brought up a possible run for 
Governor someday.  While I am not afraid of Mr. Cuomo 
and would love the chance to challenge his deadly 
policies that helped kill thousands of seniors, for now I 
am grateful for my job at FOX News as their senior 
meteorologist,” she said. 
*  Janice Deans husband is FDNY Battalion 

Chief Sean Newman 

*****

I never cared if you were "gay" or whatever acronym 
you chose to call yourself, until you started shoving 
it down my throat.  I never cared what color you 

were, if you were a good person, until you started 
blaming me for your problems!!  I never cared about 
your political affiliation, until you started to condemn me 
for mine!!  I never cared where you were from in this 
great Republic, until you began condemning people 
based on where they were born and the history that 
makes them who they are. I have never cared if you were 
well off or poor, because I've been both until you started 
calling me names for working hard and bettering myself.  
I've never cared if your beliefs are different than mine , 
until you said my beliefs are wrong!!! I've never cared if 
you don't like guns, until you tried to take my guns 
away!!!!  Now I care.  I've given all the tolerance I have 
to give.  This is no longer my problem.  It's your 
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problem.  You can still fix it.  It's not too late.  But it 
will be.  Soon.  
I'm a very patient person at times.  But now I'm out of 
patience!!  There are literally Tens of Millions of 
people just like me that are sick of all your Anti-
American crap!!!  
I've always cared about life, and all lives, but now you 
try to force the notion on me and my other fellow 
citizens, that certain lives matter more than others.  
You protest, riot, attack, burn and loot.  Your so-called 
"movement" has become a radical out-of-control bunch 
of thugs, criminals and anarchists who are doing harm 
to our Country!!!  
We have had enough!!  America is the greatest country 
on Earth, and if you don't like America, then you can 
leave!  We are done caring about your misguided 
"feelings"!  
You don't have the right to enjoy American freedoms if 
you are trying to take that right away from other 
Americans!!!                                                                                   

*****
Shocking photos show FDNY medic’s nasty bite 

from violent patient 
By Craig McCarthy March 5, 2021  NY Post 
Enlarge Image 

An FDNY medic was bitten in the face by a 
crazed patient during a call in Brooklyn early 
Friday an attack that the department’s 

commissioner described as “horrific.” 
The paramedic, who needed four stitches to her left 
cheek, will be “scarred for life” as a result of the 
violent incident, which unfolded around 1:45 a.m. 
during a call about a patient with “altered mental 
status” in Sheepshead Bay, FDNY sources said. 
Medics were trying to treat the patient, a 17-year-old 
girl, and stop her from injuring herself, the sources 
said.  That’s when she apparently freaked out, lunged 
down a staircase and sank her teeth into the EMT’s 
face, according to sources. 

Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro said in a statement 
that the injuries were “horrific.” 
“No one should be attacked when they are at work, and 
certainly not EMTs and Paramedics who respond to 
every incident with one mission to save lives,” Nigro 
said. 
Anthony Almojera, an EMS lieutenant in Sunset Park 
who is vice president of Local 3621 of the FDNY 
Uniformed EMS Officers, graphic photos showing the 
wound and the medic’s bandaged and swollen face.  
“Every call we go on can be our last,” he wrote on 
social media.  “The dangers are everywhere.  All the 
more reason we deserve the same pay and benefits as 
the other 911 agencies.”  One of the images he shared 
appeared to be a post by the injured medic, who wasn’t 
publicly identified. 
“I just got bit by a human being just trying to get her 
onto a stretcher & to the hospital,” it read.  The teen 
was taken to Coney Island Hospital and later charged 
with assault in the second degree and assault with 
intent to cause physical injury, police and sources said. 

The disturbing incident was the third such attack on 
paramedics in the last two weeks alone, sources said.  
Another EMS member had his thumb chomped on 
during a call in the Bronx on Feb. 27 and there were 
reports of a first responder also getting bitten in the 
borough last night, the sources said.  “We need genuine 
help in protecting our members,” Almojera told The 
Post. “We get attacked and nobody gets prosecuted.  
“We not only need the same pay and benefits as the 
other 911 agencies, NYPD and Fire,” he added, “but 
the same Protection as well!” 

*****
FDNY paramedic bitten on face by patient 

says she’ll keep working 

By Melissa Klein  March 6, 2021 NY Post 

https://nypost.com/author/craig-mccarthy/
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A brave FDNY paramedic, savagely 
attacked by a crazed teenager who took 
a bite out of her face, said the bizarre 

encounter will not derail her career. 
“I have a very deep passion for what I do,” Jenna 
Piscitello told The Post.  
“This incident isn’t going to ever stop from me 
continuing to be as compassionate as I am with 
people.”  But Piscitello, who’s been with the 
FDNY for seven years, admitted the bloody 
experience was “a little traumatizing.” 
The attack happened early Friday in Brooklyn as 
Piscitello and her crew responded to a call for a 
patient with “altered mental status.”   
Piscitello, 28, who started as an EMT and 
became a paramedic in 2019, said a 17-year-old 
girl was trying to run out of the house, and kept 
falling. But, she said, the teen was not 
threatening until first responders tried to get her 
onto a stretcher. 
“She just wrapped her legs around my torso, her 
arms around my neck and just took a nice big 
chomp out of my face,” Piscitello recounted.  
“She was like on me for almost a minute.  It felt 
like an eternity.”  She felt the teen “tugging at my 
face,” Piscitello said. 
“The pain was like insane,” she said.  “I literally 
felt her teeth going into my flesh. Like a saw just 
cutting into me.”  Piscitello didn’t realize how 
badly injured she was, and even continued to 
take care of the girl.  Then her partner looked at 
her said, “We’re getting another ambulance for 
you.”  The paramedic received four stitches at the 
hospital and is scheduled to see a plastic surgeon 
Monday, she said.   
The teen was charged with assault in the second 
degree and assault with intent to cause physical 
injury, police and sources told The Post. 
Piscitello, who lives on Staten Island, said there 
was swelling around her eye Saturday and that 
she was still in pain.  She has been buoyed by the 
support of friends and family. 

Two of her FDNY colleagues started a GoFundMe 
campaign to help her. 
“I’m definitely going to take my time to recover,” 
she said. “Emotionally I think I’ll be OK after a few 
weeks.” 

*****
Shaffer Automotive 

Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              
L1 Certified MV-42144 
Over 25 years Experience                          
10% Discount given to members 
880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

334-3413   Ask for Ken    Fax 244-2886 

*****
This is a true story, I hope you love it as much as I 

did! 

In Calgary, Alberta a 26-year-old mother stared down 
at her 6 year old son, who was dying of terminal 
leukemia.  Although her heart was filled with 

sadness, she also had a strong feeling of determination.  
Like any parent, she wanted her son to grow up & fulfill 
all his dreams.  Now that was no longer possible.  The 
leukemia would see to that.  But she still wanted her son's 
dream to come true.  She took her son’s hand and 
asked, 'Billy, did you ever think about what you 
wanted to be once you grew up?  Did you ever dream and 
wish what you would do with your life?'  Mommy, 'I 
always wanted to be a fireman when I grew up.'  Mom 
smiled back and said, ’Let’s see if we can make 
your wish come true.'  Later that day she went to her 
local fire Department in Calgary, where she met Fireman 
Bob, who had a heart as big as Alberta.  She explained 
her son's final wish and asked if it might be possible to 
give her 6 year-old son a ride around the block on a fire 
engine.  Fireman Bob said, 'Look, we can do better than 
that.  If you'll have your son ready at seven o'clock 
Wednesday morning, we'll make him an honorary 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/2at9h9hwqo?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.gofundme.com/f/2at9h9hwqo?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://nypost.com/2021/03/05/photos-show-fdny-medics-nasty-bite-from-violent-patient/
https://nypost.com/2021/03/05/photos-show-fdny-medics-nasty-bite-from-violent-patient/
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Fireman for the whole day.  He can come down to the 
fire station, eat with us, go out on all the fire calls, the 
whole nine yards!  And if you'll give us his sizes, we'll 
get a real fire uniform for him, with a real fire hat  not 
a toy  one-with the emblem of the Calgary Fire 
Department on it, and a yellow slicker like we wear 
and rubber boots.'  'They're all manufactured right here 
in Calgary, so we can get them fast.'  Three days later 
Fireman Bob picked up Billy, and dressed him in his 
uniform and escorted him from his hospital bed to the 
waiting hook and ladder truck.  Billy got to sit on the 
back of the truck and help steer it back to the fire 
station.  He was in heaven.   There were three fire calls 
in Calgary that day and Billy got to go out on all three 
calls.  He rode in the different fire engines, the 
Paramedic's' van, and even the fire chief's car.  He was 
also videotaped for the local news program.  Having 
his dream come true, with all the love and attention 
that was lavished upon him, so deeply touched Billy, 
that he lived three months longer than any doctor 
thought possible.  One night all of his vital signs began 
to drop dramatically and the head nurse, who believed 
in the hospice concept that no one should die alone, 
began to call the family members to the hospital.  Then 
she remembered the day Billy had spent as a Fireman, 
so she called the Fire Chief and asked if it would be 
possible to send a fireman in uniform to the hospital to 
be with Billy as he made his transition. The chief 
replied, 'We can do better than that. We'll be there in 
five minutes.. Will you please do me a favor?  When 
you hear the sirens screaming and see the lights 
flashing, will you announce over the PA system that 
there is not a fire?'  'It's the department coming to see 
one of its finest members one more time.  And will 
you open the window to his room?  About five minutes 
later a hook and ladder truck arrived at the hospital 
and extended its ladder up to Billy's third floor open 
window.  16 fire-fighters climbed up the ladder into 
Billy's room.  With his mother's permission, they 
hugged him and held him and told him how much they 
LOVED him. With his dying breath, Billy looked up at 
the fire chief and said, Chief, am I really a fireman 
now?' 

'Billy, you are, and the Head Chief, Jesus, is holding 
your hand,' the chief said with those words, Billy 
smiled and said, 'I know, He's been holding my hand 
all day, and the angels have been singing.'  He closed 
his eyes one last time.  My instructions were to send 
this to at least four people that I wanted God to bless 
and I picked you. 
This story is powerful and there is nothing attached.  

***** 
Fight Continues, 108 Yrs. After ‘Triangle’ 

Fire 
thechiefleader.com/opinion/op-eds/fight-continues-yrs-after-

triangle-fire/article_bbc3115e-4a54-11e9-bd68- 
0b17e9d5a754.html 

By ANN TOBACK March 31, 2019 

March 25 will mark the 108th anniversary 
of one of the great tragedies in United 
States worker’s history:  the Triangle 

Shirtwaist Factory Fire, in which employers’ greed 
and callous disregard for their workers’ safety 
caused the death of 146 people. 
These workers were mostly young women Jewish 
and Italian immigrants forced by 
circumstance to work in a sweatshop where their 
lives were valued less than the shirtwaists they 
produced.  This tragedy is all the more 
heartbreaking because it could have been 
prevented the Triangle Factory owners were 
viciously anti-union and fought back many 
attempts by their workers to organize and gain 
union protections.  
The health-and-safety protections the workers 
sought could have helped prevent the great loss of 
life in the fire, where locked doors to keep 
employees inside barred life-saving egress for the 
workers as the fire quickly spread. 
Two years earlier, in 1909, the Triangle Factory 
owners played a leading role in fighting the 
general strike of over 20,000 immigrant women 
shirtwaist workers who walked off their jobs 
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demanding safe working conditions, reasonable 
hours and a living wage.  
The Triangle owners, Isaac Harris and Max 
Blanck, were once known as “the shirtwaist kings” 
in the garment world.  Their poor pay and 
treatment of their immigrant women workforce 
were legendary even in an industry where harsh 
conditions were the rule.  
In 1909, Triangle Factory workers were among the 
first to walk off their jobs and strike for better pay 
and working conditions.  Harris and Blanck 
responded by hiring thugs to physically attack the 
strikers and continued their anti-union campaign 
even after the strike successfully concluded with 
over 85 percent of all shirtwaist factories covered 
by union contracts.  But the Triangle Factory 
remained unorganized, their owners’ greed 
unchecked.  And 146 workers paid the ultimate 
price. 
Today, over a century after the uprising of the 
20,000 and the Triangle Shirtwaist tragedy, the 
labor movement finds itself again fighting 
extraordinary attacks on every angle of union 
membership and collective engagement.  In 2018, 
the terrible Supreme Court ruling in Janus 
overturned 40 years of precedent and ended the 
collection of agency fees for public sector unions, 
attacking the unions’ ability to represent their 
workers.  Workplace safety regulations put in place 
after the 1911 fire are now in jeopardy, the right to 
collectively bargain, collect union dues, and to 
organize are all under threat of weakening or 
outright elimination. 
Now is the time for United States workers to take 
inspiration from the uprising of the 20,000 and 
follow the lead of the thousands of historic 
organizers and immigrant workers and commit to 
collect activism to regain their lost power in the 
workplace,  
to demand health and-safety protections be 
strengthened for all.   

It is the time to create an empowered labor 
movement that serves as a unifier of all  
working people immigrants, multicultural, women 
and men, young and old.  
With renewed commitment and strength, United 
States workers can successfully fight 
back the attacks that would dial back the 
protections that were hard-fought and came at 
such a terrible price 118 years ago. 
From our founding in 1900, when we served as an 
immigrant-rights organization, through succeeding 
decades, when we worked to help build the union 
movement in America, the Workmen’s Circle has 
been a progressive Jewish social-justice 
organization passionately committed to standing 
up against intolerance, inequity, and bias.  In 
1911, we stood side by side with our brothers and 
sisters in the labor movement and mourned our 
members and friends who died in this tragedy,-146 
workers.  
Today, in their name, we are recommitted to 
fighting for workers’ rights and economic justice 
for all.   Ann Toback is the Executive Director of 
the Workmen’s Circle. 

***** 
Off-duty FDNY lieutenant busted for driving 
drunk on Staten Island after crashing his truck 

By ROCCO PARASCANDOLA NEW YORK DAILY 
NEWS | MAR 18, 2021   

An off-duty FDNY lieutenant was busted 
for driving drunk after he crashed into a 
fence on Staten Island, police said 

Thursday. 
Lt. Leonard Romano, 45, was not hurt, police 
said, and there was no one else in his vehicle, a 
Ram pickup truck. 
Police said someone called 911 at 10:09 p.m.  
Wednesday after Romano hit a fence outside a 
home on Tony Todt Hill Road near Coventry Road 
in Todt Hill. 

https://www.nydailynews.com/rocco-parascandola-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
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Romano refused to take a breath test but was 
charged with driving while impaired because he 
showed signs he had been drinking, police said. 

***** 
FDNY lieutenant busted for assaulting teen 

son over school attendance: cops 

An FDNY lieutenant has been arrested for 
allegedly assaulting his teen son during a 
dispute about school attendance, police 

said. 
Lt. Joseph Farinacci put his 17-year-old son in a 
headlock during a Thursday evening squabble in 
Staten Island, cops said.  
Farinacci was charged with strangulation, 
criminal obstruction of breathing, assault and 
harassment, authorities said. He is assigned to 
Ladder 153 in Brooklyn and has 22 years of 
service, the FDNY said. The department is 
reviewing the incident, a spokesman said. 

***** 
Ex-FDNY firefighter, current Bronx GOP head 

Mike Rendino may run against AOC 
By Carl Campanile  NY Post  March 21, 2021   

Mike Rendino, 46, is currently the chairman 
of the Bronx Republican Party and co-
owner of Stan’s Sports Bar across from 

Yankee Stadium.  He was a firefighter assigned to 
FDNY Ladder Co. 44 in The Bronx during the Sept. 
11 attacks and participated in the recovery efforts.   
He retired with a disability pension after suffering 
diminished lung capacity. 
Rendino noted that this Sept. 11 marks the 20th 
anniversary of the terror attacks.  
That grim milestone coupled with the devastation that 
the coronavirus pandemic has wrought on New York 
weighed heavily in his decision to run.  “As a first 
responder and New York City firefighter, I 
experienced firsthand the death, destruction and 
despair caused by a terrorist attack on our homeland 

on 9/11.  As a small business owner and New Yorker 
trying to provide for my family, I am experiencing the 
destruction and despair firsthand once again,” Rendino 
said.  “We can never forget the people who are no 
longer with us, then and now.  
We can never forget the way America came together in 
the wake of the attacks and we must come together as 
one nation again, now.  We can never forget that small 
business is the backbone of New York City’s economy 
and we must put forth a comprehensive plan to support 
them now and revive our economy so that it works for 
all New Yorkers.  “As we come upon the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, I am running for 
Congress to fight to ensure we never forget. “  The 
14th congressional district includes portions of The 
Bronx and Queens.  
But it’s unclear if the district will be altered or chopped 
up after reapportionment. 
Ocasio-Cortez, a member of the Democratic Socialists 
of America, rocked the political world when she upset 
veteran Congressman Joe Crowley who was also the 
Queens County Democratic leader in the 2018 
Democratic primary. 
AOC has become a leading voice of the Democratic 
left and easily beat back primary and general 
election challenges last year to win a second term. 
But Rendino, a married father of three children, 
claimed that AOC’s big-government democratic-
socialist ideology is part of the problem, not the 
solution. 
“I worry that we have forgotten all the lessons of the 
past and that is why I am running for Congress against 
our Socialist Congresswoman. We can never forget 
that Socialism is a failed ideology that has created 
more death, destruction and despair across the globe 
than 9/11 and COVID-19 put together,” said the St. 
John’s University graduate. 
Ocasio-Cortez’s response?  Bring it on! 
“Republicans spent over $10 million last year to try to 
defeat Rep. Ocasio-Cortez and she won by over 44 
points,” said AOC campaign spokesperson Lauren 
Hitt. 
“We are proud to have the support of our constituents 
and we will continue to earn it.  

https://nypost.com/author/carl-campanile/
https://nypost.com/2018/06/27/crowleys-colleagues-still-trying-to-process-his-defeat/
https://nypost.com/2018/06/27/crowleys-colleagues-still-trying-to-process-his-defeat/
https://nypost.com/2020/06/23/aoc-cruises-to-primary-win-looks-set-to-waltz-to-reelection/
https://nypost.com/2020/11/03/millions-raised-by-gop-cant-stop-aoc-from-cruising-to-reelection/
https://nypost.com/2020/11/03/millions-raised-by-gop-cant-stop-aoc-from-cruising-to-reelection/
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In the Congresswoman’s first term alone, she 
mobilized a massive COVID relief operation for her 
district that delivered 80,000 meals, provided $7k per 
decedent in funeral relief and raised $1.25 million for 
local organizations. 
The AOC campaign rep continued, “In DC, her 
legislative work helped to lower pharmaceutical drug 
prices, fought misinformation online, and increased 
funding for addiction treatment and for Puerto Rico to 
name just a few of her accomplishments.” 

***** 
US female firefighters fight discrimination 

with lawsuits 
By Associated Press March 15, 2021  

  

WINSTON-SALEM, NC The highest-
ranking female firefighter in Asheville, 
North Carolina, says she was 

repeatedly discriminated against because of her 
sex and fought to keep her job while battling 
breast cancer. The first female chief of a 
municipal fire department in the state says she 
briefly pondered suicide after years of sexual 
harassment.  Joy Ponder and Susanna Schmitt 
Williams are among numerous female fighters in 
the United States who have filed lawsuits against 
their employers alleging they were subjected to 
demeaning behavior that helped end their careers. 
Advocates say going to court is sometimes the 
only effective recourse in a field where women 
make up such a tiny part of the workforce.  
According to the National Fire Protection 
Association, 93,700, or 8 percent, of US 
firefighters were female in 2018, the latest year 
for which data was available.  Williams, who was 
fired in July 2019, told The Associated Press that 
she was “the subject of sexualized rumors (and) 
hostility in the form of insubordination by those 
who reported to me.”  Williams said Carrboro 
Town Manager David Andrews overturned both 
her disciplinary and operational decisions and for 

the latter, relied instead on the recommendations of 
men in the department who were lower ranked and 
had less experience and education.  Andrews didn’t 
respond to an email seeking comment. 
Ponder, who resigned from her post as Asheville 
Fire Department division chief in September, said 
she faced years of harassment and gender 
discrimination from Chief Scott Burnette after she 
led outside research on the prevalence of post-
traumatic stress disorder among city firefighters.  
Burnette did not return a phone call seeking 
comment. Peggy Rowe, an assistant to City 
Manager Debra Campbell, said the city doesn’t 
comment on ongoing lawsuits.  Ponder filed her 
lawsuit in November and then an amended 
complaint last month. Williams filed her lawsuit in 
January. Both are still pending.  Similar lawsuits 
have been filed and won by female firefighters in 
Illinois, Texas and Virginia. 

Joy Ponder in Asheville, NC. Ponder, who resigned from her post 
as Asheville Fire Department division chief in September, said she 
faced years of harassment and gender discrimination from Chief 
Scott Burnette after she led outside research on the prevalence of 

post-traumatic stress disorder among city firefighters. 

Court documents show a female firefighter in 
Country Club Hills, Illinois, won an $11 million 
verdict in 2018 after filing a lawsuit alleging that her 
colleagues openly watched pornography at the station 
house and broke down a shower door while she was 
bathing. 
The US Department of Justice announced a $275,000 
settlement with the City of Houston in October, after 
two female firefighters alleged their male co-workers 
urinated on the walls, floors and sinks, soiled their 
bathroom and wrote race-based slurs on the walls of 
their work and living space at the fire station.  The 
City of Norfolk, Virginia, last year agreed to an 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-settles-sexual-harassment-and-retaliation-lawsuit-securing-342500-two%22%20%5Cl%20%22:~:text=The%20Justice%20Department%20announced%20today,Civil%20Rights%20Act%20of%201964.%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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$87,000 settlement with a female firefighter who 
alleged a hostile work environment.  Williams’ 
lawsuit contends that a Charlotte, North Carolina-
based law firm hired by the town of Carrboro to 
conduct a questionnaire of employees found up to 
12 instances of harassment and discrimination 
against her that led to a hostile work environment. 
The law firm also found fault with Andrews, the 
town manager, for allowing fire department 
employees to go around Williams and take their 
complaints about the department to him, according 
to the suit.  Williams said she filed two complaints 
of sexual discrimination against members of the fire 
department during her tenure as chief but neither 
was taken seriously. She says she became so 
distressed by the situation that one day after work 
she walked into her garage and considered taking 
her own life. 
“I thought ‘Oh, my God, I could crank up the car 
and just silently go and just be done with it all’ 
because I was that stressed and that depressed over 
everything that had happened,” Williams said.  
Instead, she thought of her sons and decided to see 
her fight through to the end. She received clearance 
from the US Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission to proceed with a lawsuit against 
Carrboro.  Williams said she is the third female 
department head in Carrboro to file such a suit 
against Andrews, who recently announced that he 
would retire in July.  Ponder, who became division 
chief in 2014, took a leave of absence in early 2019 
to battle breast cancer. She said that when she 
returned at the end of the year, Burnette and the 
deputy chief “designed and executed an effective 
demotion and campaign to display me as a poor 
performer and divisive employee.”  She was placed 
under her bosses’ close supervision  “effectively 
surveillance,” she said  told to stay away from the 
firefighters under her command and moved to an 
isolated corner office from which she said she “was 
afraid to even walk to the restroom or copier.”  “The 
continued harassment and abrupt disruption of my 
schedule and life that I had maintained successfully 
for many years led to a deterioration in my physical 

and mental health and I was forced to leave,” Ponder 
told the AP.  Tina Guiler, a lieutenant for Miami-
Dade Fire-Rescue and CEO of the national support 
group Fierce Female Firefighters, or Triple F, said 
she had two bad experiences as she advanced 
through the ranks, starting when a superior tried to 
get her to quit when she was still a rookie.  “A lot of 
these women just don’t do the profession anymore” 
because of the harassment, Guiler said. “And their 
department isn’t professional enough to handle it 
and take care of it, so they end up leaving and 
having to file these lawsuits.  The job’s hard enough 
without having to be harassed on top of it.” 
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If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone 
under!  Ronald Reagan 

Good Friday, April 2nd
Easter Sunday, April 4th

Earth Day, Thursday, April 22nd
Executive Board Meeting, Monday, April 26th 6:45pm

Monthly Meeting, Monday April 26th 7:30pm
Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas. 
Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as they protect us." Let's all keep 
those currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts. They are the 

reason for the many freedoms we enjoy.
"In God We Trust."

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

