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It is with regret that the FDNY Florida Retirees Martin/St 
Lucie Div. announces the death of it member Ret. Batt. Chief 
Kenneth Sunshine that occurred on 7-4-21.  Kenny was 
appointed 10/10/59 and retired 3-16-91.  He was assigned to 
the following companies, E-269, L-146, L-106 and the 31 
Batt. 

****** 
It is with regret that the FDNY Florida Retirees Martin/St Lucie 
Div. announces the death of it member Ret. FF.Harold Jager that 
occurred on 8-11-21.  Harold was appointed 10/30/59 and retired 
7-2-90.  He was assigned to the following companies, E-268 
& L-163. 

As I write this report I am sadden to announce that one of 
our corner stone board members Battalion Chief Kenny 
Sunshine has past away. Chief Sunshine has been in our 

organization & board member for 25 years. My condolences to his 
wife June.       

REST IN PEACE CHIEF 

Welcome back snowbirds hope everyone had a wonderful summer. 

President’s letter continues on next page 
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I had a meeting with Chief Spera of the St Lucie 
County Fire Department. The chief and a few of 
his firefighters will be joining us for our 20th 

anniversary Memorial Services. Brothers, let's have 
a big turnout. As we have done in the past, I will be 
announcing 35 brothers' names followed by our 
members bringing a rose to our monument; I will 
need everyone's participation.  
We will also have an Honor Guard playing taps and 
giving our murdered brothers a 21 gun salute. For 
the new members and first-time brothers 
participating in our ceremony, try to wear a uniform 
shirt & blue or black pants NO SHORTS.  We will 
meet at 8 am in front of Clover Park Stadium (home 
of the N.Y. METS spring training site.)   
The address is 31 Piazza Dr. 34986. Wives, family, 
and friends are welcome to join us. After the 
ceremony, we will be going to the Golden Corral for 
a FREE Buffet Breakfast/ lunch paid for by our 
organization. 
Dennis Mckenna has asked us to participate in his 
911 ceremony that he runs every year at the Peter & 
Julie Cummings library in Palm City. It starts at 7 
pm. 
I go every year, and Dennis does a wonderful job; 
this year, I know, will be special.   
The address is 2551 SW. Matheson Ave, Palm City 
Fl, 34990.  
Sunday, September 12th, Chief Spera has invited us 
to the Blue Mass at Holy Family Church. Try to 
make the mass. The Address is 2330 SE Mariposa 
Ave, PSL. 34952 
Mass starts at -----; we will assemble at ----- in the 
parking lot. 

Lou Malizia, President

The following article first appeared in the June 1998 
“Through the Bag” newsletter. 

It was written by Battalion Chief John McDonald who 
latter became the president of our organization. 

DON'T LET THAT BUBBLE BURST!! 

A short time after I was assigned to the 7th  
Battalion in Midtown Manhattan. B. C. 
Anthony DeVita, 7th Battalion, visited me in 

the quarters of Engine 26.  He was my assigned 
evaluator. and it was his job to evaluate my progress 
as a recently promoted Lieutenant. Chief DeVita took 
his job seriously, and discussed at length my job 
performance since my promotion, my attitude and 
leadership at fires, and all the other factors that 
entailed a face to face evaluation.  I had caught some 
jobs early on, and it appeared that a combination of 
aggressiveness. prior job knowledge, tempered with 
some luck had led me to perform well at various fires 
I had encountered as a covering officer in the area. 
Chief DeVita warned me in a kidding fashion that 
some jobs weren't always going to go my way, and he 
mentioned short stretches, burst hose lines, MPO 
unable to obtain water, etc., as a few of the potential 
problems that could, 'BURST MY BUBBLE".  I 
laughed as told him that my bubble wasn't about to 
burst just yet, and the evaluation interview closed.  
This occurred on a Friday 6x9 tour, and the rest of the 
tour proved to be uneventful.  The next night was 
Saturday night, and I was doing my 2nd 6x9, about 
0330 hrs. a box came in for the comer of Broadway & 
32nd. Street, and out the door we went.  By the time 
we arrived as 2nd. Due Engine, the first due units, E. I 
& Lad. 24 were already in the Martinique Hotel, 
along with Battalion 7.  We heard Ladder 24 give a 
10-75 on the handi-talkie. fire on the 9`h. Floor.  The 
Martinique Hotel was unusual. in that there was a 
dividing wall running through the middle of the 
building, actually dividing the building into 2 separate 
buildings. I was unaware of this at the time, and had 
the members of E.26 take the elevator to the 8d'. Floor, 
with their roll-ups, ready to do some firefighting.  As 
I disembarked the elevator with the crew of E.26, I 
told them to find a standpipe hose and await my 
orders. I ran up to the 9th floor just in time to see the 
officer and forcible entry team of L.24 rolling out of 
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the corridor back to the stairs, asses over tea kettle 
with a search rope, masks, and tools in one huge 
conglomeration of men and equipment.  There was 
no handline in place because the first arriving engine 
ended up on the wrong side of the partition.  At this 
time I saw Chief DeVita standing at the top of the 
stairs leading from the 8d' to the 9th floor.  He 
looked at me and simply said. Don't let this be the 
night that your bubble bursts!  I yelled down the 
stairs to E.26 to stretch off the standpipe, and they 
proceeded to come up with 3 lengths of 2 '/: hose. 
The fire was out of the room and in possession of the 
main hallway.  As we started to move down the hail, 
beating the fire back to its room of origin, I spotted a 
little boy, lying in the hallway, actually on fire.  
While the Engine kept the line over my head, I 
crawled down the hall and grabbed the boy.  I pulled 
him out and laid him near the stairway, by the Chiefs 
feet. I returned quickly to the line and even though 
we had 3 lengths stretched, we just were able to get 
the seat of the fire in the room.  Unfortunately, the 
little boy died 10 days later, after having his hands 
and feet amputated.  Engine 26 received a unit 
citation, and I received a Cl. A. There are many 
things that can be said about an incident like the one 
I just described. Knowledge of the buildings in your 
district is extremely important, but in an area like  
mid-town Manhattan, there are so many buildings 
it is nearly impossible to know all the buildings in 
detail.  Another factor is simply LUCK, which is 
instrumental in many fire stories, with my luck 
being in the fact that I accidentally chose the 
correct side of the partition to stretch the line.  
Another salient feature is having spoken to the 
chief one night previously and having him describe 
to me the mishaps which can occur when your 
bubble bursts, and being fortunate enough to not 
have had my bubble burst at that particular fire. I 
have included a copy of a New York Daily News 
story from that long ago night in the summer of 
1979. Bob Major, who served in Ladder 24 for 
many years, helped me with the building layout, 
location, etc. I swear, the incident occurred almost 
20 years ago, but it seems like just yesterday to 

me.  I would also like to ad that it has been a 
pleasure being a member of the F.D.N.Y. and 
how much I enjoy the retired firefighter's 
organization of which I am currently a member. 

Midtown hotel fire injures 23 
By Larry Sutton and Don Gentile – NY Daily News 

A severely burned 5 year-old boy clung 
desperately to life yesterday following an 
early morning fire that injured 23 persons 

including 15 children, and forced another 55 
residents out of the midtown hotel. The boy, 
Tyrone Jackson was reported in “very critical” 
condition with third degree burns over 85% of hid 
body at New York Hospital’s burn center. 
The fire broke out at 3:30 a.m. on the ninth floor of 
the l6-story Hotel Martinique, 49 W.  32d St. 
Officials said it started in room 915 after a tenant's 
hot plate accidentally set fire to the room curtains and 
spread quickly, trapping dozens of residents inside their 
rooms by the time firemen arrived minutes later.  
Fire Lt. John J. McDonald spotted the Jackson child 
lying in the ninth-floor hallway, which was filled with 
flames and smoke. While firefighters pushed back the 
flames with hoses, McDonald grabbed the child and 
pulled him to safety.  The fire just blew out into the 
hall-way," McDonald said.  
"l guess the little boy left his room (no. 920) the same 
time the fire really started going," 
More than 70 firemen battled the two-alarm fire 
in 18-degree temperatures.  The blaze, which was 
confined to the ninth floor was declared under 
control at 4:13 a.m. 
Emergency Medical Service ambulances took 15 
persons suffering from smoke inhalation and minor 
bums to Bellevue Hospital, where they were treated 
and later released.  
Ambulance attendants treated eight other persons at the 
scene.  The hotel, just off Broadway in the Herald 
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Square area housed several dozen welfare families, 
officials said. 

Shaffer Automotive 
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              
L1 Certified MV-42144 
Over 25 years Experience                          
10% Discount given to members 
880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

334-3413   Ask for Ken    Fax 244-2886 

Port Barna 
Mediterranean Bouquet Cuisine 

Located in the Treasure Coast Mall  
(across from Ruby Tuesday) 

3478A NW Federal Hwy, Jensen Beach, Fl 
34957 

772-232-6738                                                     
https://portbarna.com 

 
New York Is about to Pay $2.1 Billion to 

Illegal Aliens 

By David North   

The New York state legislature has recently 
made two fiscal decisions of note.  
The first raising taxes on millionaires is no 

surprise.  The second, however, is virtually 
unprecedented:  The state will make $2.1 billion in 
government funding available to illegal aliens, who 
will be eligible to receive as much as $15,600 
each. 
One should bear in mind that all illegal migrants 
(a.k.a. undocumented workers) take jobs that 
citizens and green-card holders should have and, by 

accepting low wages and bad working conditions, 
make life miserable for American citizens.   
In a nation where 10 million citizens are 
unemployed, one cannot argue that these aliens are 
needed workers.  The payments offer two different 
kinds of incentives for illegal migrants to stay in 
New York or move there from other states: the 
unexpected additional income and the implicit 
signal that the state government has no problem 
with their presence.  Specifically, the New York 
Times reports that there is an apparent agreement 
among the state’s legislators to include in a huge 
spending bill provisions that, in effect, will divide 
the illegal aliens into three groups: 
A top group of 92,000 “Excluded Workers” who 
will be eligible for the $15,600 windfall mentioned 
above; A middle group, totaling about 199,000, 
who will be eligible for $3,200 each; and A third 
group of maybe 200,000, who won’t be eligible for 
any money.  In other words, although all employed 
or once-employed illegal aliens are equal in most 
states, in New York some are more equal than 
others. 
The press has not noted the wildly different levels 
of benefits, or the fact that something like a third of 
this population will get nothing at all.  (The 92,000 
and 199,000 estimates are from the left-
leaning Fiscal Policy Institute (FPI), while the 
200,000 estimate comes from subtracting 290,000 
from 490,000, which is the FPI’s estimate of the 
entire undocumented-worker population in the 
state.) 
The elite group is to be identified by a negative 
distinction: They were (appropriately) denied the 
federal $300/week extra unemployment-insurance 
benefits offered as part of Congress’s response to 
the COVID-19 epidemic but can produce some 
proof of losing their jobs due to the epidemic and 
have filed at least one income-tax return with a U.S. 
Treasury-issued Individual Tax Identification 
Number (ITIN), which is given only to people who 
are not authorized to work.  What happens in the 
not-uncommon case that an illegal alien has used a 

https://portbarna.com
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/nyregion/covid-relief-undocumented-workers-nyc.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/nyregion/covid-relief-undocumented-workers-nyc.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://fiscalpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Excluded-Worker-Fund-Statewide-Benefits-April-2021.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Social Security Number (SSN) to file income-tax 
returns?  
To put it another way: How does an undocumented 
worker document to the state that  
he or she is eligible for the $15,600?   
In an awesomely detailed 
description, Bklyner.com lists at least 30 different 
public and private documents that can be used in 
different combinations to prove an alien’s identity, 
to show that the alien was a resident of the state at 
the right time, and that the alien has worked in the 
state and lost a job due to COVID-19.  The 
description is more than 700 words long.  One item 
in the great laundry list of documents is an 
American passport.   
How one could have such a document and be an 
illegal migrant is not explained.  
When it comes to the top “excluded workers” group, 
the legislature has either imposed a heavy decision-
making burden on state unemployment-insurance 
offices or, more likely, it has allowed the state labor 
commissioner to define “other suitable documents” 
as broadly as possible, giving the vast majority of 
applicants benefits at one level or the other.   
We will see.  As for the middle group those entitled 
to receive $3,200 the eligibility rules have apparently 
not yet been written. 
But we should not be discussing these administrative 
issues at all:  The fact is that no government should 
provide people a monetary incentive for illegal 
behavior. 
New York is the first to provide such an incentive on 
a massive scale, but California created a similar, 
much smaller program last year, to which the state 
contributed $75 million and private charities another 
$50 million.  That program offered $500 payments, 
doled out on a first-come, first-served basis, 
to illegal-alien applicants.  
Maryland also has a small-scale program to expand 
its earned-income tax credit to those who file with an 
ITIN rather than an SSN.  The only way that the 
“Excluded Worker” program might make sense is if 
New York added one more requirement: that the 
checks only be presented to the alien as he or she 
lands at an airport after being deported home, and 

after signing a document promising not to seek to 
reenter the U.S. for the next ten years.  As it stands 
now, New York is set to waste a massive amount of 
money encouraging more prospective migrants to come 
to the state illegally, at a further cost to law-abiding 
American citizens. 

 

With crime skyrocketing:-interesting statistic, 
considering the Democrats want to defund 
the police and prevent people from 

defending themselves - open borders to the cartels & 
gangs, police the "new" target of the Democrat LEFT, 
Democrat prosecutors & DA's let people out of jail for 
violent crimes, theft of property not prosecuted, etc: the 
static below is not surprising 
2021 Gun Sales Reach 25.1 Million: Here's the Top 

State 
Douglas A. McIntyre  August 4, 2021  
U.S. gun sales in the first seven months of 2021 surged 
13% to 25,125,896 from the same seven months last 
year.  This makes it the largest first seven months of the 
year figure since sales were first recorded in 1998. 
The increase is part of a trend.  Sales of guns in the 
United States rose 40% last year to 39,695,315.  That 
represents the high water mark in annual gun sales 
since the current record-keeping system went into 
effect.  Increases by state in July and for the first seven  
months varied substantially, as has been the case for 
years. 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation tracks gun sales 
and publishes a list of how many are handled as part of 
its National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System. 
Each month, the figures are reported by state.  Nearly 
everyone put through this system qualifies as a buyer.  
People who are excluded usually have criminal records.  
Of the more than 350 million checks that have been done 
since 1998, there have only been 2 million denials.  
Therefore, the data is the best proxy for U.S. gun sales 
available.  The New York Times points out that pandemic 
gun sales are largely over.  While people who already 
own guns have been buying more, there is a new group of 

https://bklyner.com/how-new-yorkers-cut-out-of-unemployment-and-stimulus-checks-can-tap-2-1b-fund/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/15/california-to-give-cash-payments-to-immigrants-hurt-by-coronavirus.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.npr.org/local/305/2021/03/02/972515146/maryland-approves-coronavirus-aid-for-undocumented-immigrants%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://247wallst.com/author/douglas-mcintyre/
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buyers.  “New preliminary data from Northeastern 
University and the Harvard Injury Control Research 
Center show that about a fifth of all Americans who 
bought guns last year were first-time gun owners.”  
More of these buyers are people of color and women. 
NPR commented on another trend: “Most often, the 
first-timers are purchasing a semiautomatic handgun, 
outpacing the second-most-purchased firearm, 
shotguns, by 2 to 1, according to NSSF [National 
Shooting Sports Foundation].” 
Growing civil unrest may have prompted people to buy 
guns for personal and family protection, many social 
scientists have posited, although this remains a matter 
of debate. Another theory is that chaos brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic was a major cause.  
A UC Davis School of Medicine study about fear of 
violence reports: “The coronavirus pandemic has 
exacerbated persistent structural, economic, and social 
inequities in the conditions that contribute to violence 
and its consequences.” 
The gun sales increases in July and first seven months 
of 2021 should not be taken as unusual, nor should the 
rise in sales from 2019 to 2020 be viewed as an 
anomaly.  
They have increased most years since 1999.  Annual 
sales first topped 25 million in 2016, 20 million in 
2013, 15 million in 2011 and 10 million in 2006. In 
1999, the first  
full year the FBI kept data, sales totaled 9,138,123. 
The state with the most gun sales through the first 
seven months was Illinois at 6,707,482.  
The state has only 4% of the population but accounted 
for 27% of gun sales for the period.  
In second place, Kentucky had 1,984,388 sales in the 
first seven months of 2021.   
That is over 7% of the guns sold nationwide, even 
though the state has only 1.3% of the U.S. population.  
Here are 2021 gun sales by state, including the District 
of Columbia and some territories: 
Alabama: 581,290, Alaska: 55,113, Arizona: 360,924, 
Arkansas: 173,978, California: 886,292, Colorado: 
386,038, Connecticut: 180,514, Delaware: 42,905, 
District of Columbia: 6,884, Florida: 1,059,122, 
Georgia: 519,142, Guam: 2,547, Hawaii: 9,761 
Idaho: 167,472, Illinois: 6,707,482, Indiana: 1,244,066, 
Iowa: 174,518, Kansas: 137,411 

Kentucky: 1,984,388, Louisiana: 241,517, Maine: 
74,104, Mariana Islands: 169, Maryland: 170,047, 
Massachusetts: 163,387, Michigan: 610,029, Minnesota: 
568,852 
Mississippi: 188,058, Missouri: 387,999, Montana: 
95,347, Nebraska: 55,731 
Nevada: 118,543, New Hampshire: 94,727, New Jersey: 
151,141, New Mexico: 119,756, New York: 278,258, 
North Carolina: 497,299, North Dakota: 47,856 
Ohio: 530,395, Oklahoma: 249,508, Oregon: 275,189, 
Pennsylvania: 863,914 
Puerto Rico: 41,396,Rhode Island: 25,261, South 
Carolina: 299,794, South Dakota: 63,717, Tennessee: 
590,497, Texas: 1,197,967, Utah: 733,790,  
Vermont: 31,340 
Virgin Islands: 1,333, Virginia: 397,518, 
Washington: 438,343, West Virginia: 134,231 
Wisconsin: 455,437, Wyoming: 50,907 

 
The Following Was Provided By The City Of 

NY & Municipal Labor Committee 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About the NYC 
Medicare Advantage Plus Plan 
The City and the Municipal Labor Committee 
(MLC) recently announced an agreement to 
implement the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus 
Plan, a customized program for City retirees, 
beginning January 1, 2022.  The City and the MLC 
recommend that retirees strongly consider the 
new premium- free plan with improved benefits, 
which represents real value for our retirees.  
What is the new NYC Medicare Advantage Plus 
Plan?  
The City and the Municipal Labor Committee 
(MLC) have been working together to  
offer a unique customized large group Medicare 
Advantage plan that will provide better member 
benefits for NYC retirees at lower costs to the City. 
Is the retiree program still premium-free?  
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Yes. The NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan 
replaces the current GHI/EBCBS Senior Care 
program, which is a supplement to traditional 
Medicare, as the program that is premium-free to 
all Medicare-eligible retirees.  All other plans 
will still be available 
as a pay-up option. Retirees that choose to stay 
on their current plan will now pay the additional 
premium difference.  
What is the start date for the NYC Medicare 
Advantage Plus Plan?  
The start date is January 1, 2022. 
How does the New Plan Work?  
The NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan 
replaces both traditional Medicare and a 
Medicare Supplement plan with a single 
integrated program administered by an insurer 
approved by Medicare.  Through a contract with 
Medicare, the NYC Medicare Advantage 
Plus Plan provides all health care services 
previously covered by original Medicare and 
supplemented by the Senior Care program.  The 
Plan must follow  
Medicare rules and provide all benefits provided 
by Medicare.  The new Plan will also add some 
important new benefits not covered by the 
current Senior Care plan, including: 
   ·   transportation costs for 24 one-way trips per 
year to doctors offices; 
   ·   home meals delivery for patients after they 
are discharged from the hospital; 
   .   fitness program; 
   ·   a wellness rewards program;  
   ·   $0 copay telemedicine with the LiveHealth 
platform. Municipal Labor Committee  
Can I go to my current doctors and hospitals?  
Yes. The NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan is 
a Group Medicare PPO, which does      not 
restrict access to providers.  Retirees can go to 
any doctor or hospital that accepts Medicare of 
which there are now approximately 850,000 
Medicare providers nationally.  About 640,000 of 

those Medicare providers are currently in the Empire/
Emblem Alliance networks and are contractually 
bound to see NYC Medicare Advantage Plus members.  
Providers that are not contracted with the plan would 
bill the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan to get 
reimbursed, like they do for traditional Medicare.  It 
doesn't make a difference if that provider is in the 
insurer's network or not. As long as the provider takes 
payment from Medicare, they can bill the NYC 
Medicare Advantage Plus Plan and be paid the same 
amount as traditional Medicare pays.  This includes all 
the hospitals in the NYC area including Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering (MSK) and The Hospital for Special 
Surgery (HSS), almost all hospitals nationally, and 
99.5% of all doctors  
What if the provider I am seeing does not agree to 
accept payment from the NYC Medicare Advantage 
Plus Plan?  
In the very rare instance where a provider that accepts 
Medicare tells a retiree they will not accept payment 
from the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan, the 
retiree should first contact the concierge service that 
will be provided so that the plan can work with the 
provider to make sure they understand it is the same 
payment schedule and billing  
protocol and answer any questions the provider may 
have.  If despite that effort, the provider still refuses, 
the member can pay the provider and then submit the 
claims to the plan for reimbursement.  So long as the 
service is a Medicare covered benefit and Medicare fee 
schedule is followed, the member will only be 
responsible for their copays/coinsurance as defined by 
the plan.  
Who will provide the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus 
Plan?  
After careful consideration, the City and the Municipal 
Labor Committee selected an alliance between Empire 
BlueCross BlueShield and EmblemHealth to provide 
the program.  This provides continuity and familiarity 
for the majority of employees and retirees who are 
currently enrolled in the Citys CBP and Senior Care 
programs that are offered by the same insurers. 
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Emblem Health will continue to administer the Part 
D rider.  
What do I have to do?  
If you are a retiree covered by a City Medicare 
health plan, you will be automatically enrolled in 
the new Plan for January 1, 2022.  You don’t have 
to do anything.  
However, you must be enrolled in Medicare Part A 
and Medicare Part B and continue to pay your 
Medicare Part B premiums.  
Can I choose another plan or is the NYC 
Medicare Advantage Plus plan my only choice?  
You can choose to remain on your current plan by 
opting out of the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus 
plan during the opt-out period between September 
1 & October 15.  
By opting out of the NYC Medicare Advantage 
Plus plan, you will be responsible for the full 
premium difference between the NYC Medicare 
Advantage Plus plan and your plans cost. You will 
receive information about the NYC Medicare 
Advantage Plus plan and opt] out process in mid-
August. 
Will this be the only time I can opt in or opt out?  
No, the City will be offering an Annual Transfer 
Period.  In the past, transfers between plans were 
only permitted every other year.  Beginning in 
2022, transfers between plans will be permitted 
every year in the Fall.  
 Will the City still reimburse my Medicare Part B 
premium?  
Yes. 
As a member of the NYC Medicare Advantage 
Plus Plan, do I need a referral to see a specialist?  
No. 
Do any services require preauthorization?  
Yes. Just like the plans for active City employees, 
some medical procedures will require 
preauthorization under the NYC Medicare 
Advantage Plus Plan.  When you see an in-network 

provider, the doctor and the insurer will handle the 
preauthorization.  
When seeing out-of network doctors, while prior 
authorizations are not required, we recommend you 
ask your provider to request a prior authorization to 
confirm that the services they are providing will be 
considered medically necessary and covered.  
What if I live out of state?  
The program is a national program so it covers 
retirees in any State in which they work or reside 
and when they travel.  To be eligible for NYC 
Medicare Advantage Plus Plan, members must live 
within the 50 states or any US territory, including 
Puerto Rico. 
Must I have a Medicare Part D prescription drug 
rider through the NYC Medicare Advantage 
Program?  
If you do not receive prescription drugs through 
your union welfare fund, you may purchase the 
prescription drug rider for the NYC Medicare 
Advantage Plus Plan.  
This Part D prescription drug plan rider will be 
the same as the one offered through EmblemHealth 
for the Senior Care program.  If you choose not to 
take any Part D coverage, you may be subject to a 
permanent penalty in the future. If you have 
purchased individual Part D coverage, enrolling in 
the NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan will result 
in disenrollment from your individual Part D plan.  
You would need to obtain prescription drug 
coverage through your union or the City Part D 
prescription drug plan rider.  
What happens where the retiree or spouse is 
under age 65?  
As they do today, the retiree and spouse have to 
choose an insurer that offers both an over 65 
option and an under 65 option.  The over-65 
member will be automatically enrolled under the 
NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan and the 
under-65 member will be in the Empire GHI/CBP 
plan, both at no cost to the retiree.  If, for example, 
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the retiree chooses to pay up to remain in the HIP 
VIP plan, the under 65 spouse will be enrolled in 
the HIP HMO for non-Medicare eligible 
participants at no cost.  
If the retiree chooses to pay up to remain in 
another pay up plan, the under 65 spouse will pay 
up to remain with the same insurer.  
I have surgery scheduled for January 3rd with 
my current carrier. What should I do?  
The NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan clinical 
transition team will work with you and your 
doctor to ensure continuity of care.  
What happens if I go into the hospital in 
December and Iâ€™m not discharged until 
January?  
The insurer that was in place at the time of the 
inpatient admission will be responsible for the 
entire inpatient stay.  If that was traditional 
Medicare and GHI/Empire Senior Care, they 
would be responsible for the claim for the entire 
stay.  
Where can I call for more information about the 
NYC Medicare Advantage Plus Plan?  
As of July 26, 2021, there is a special call center 
(1-833-325-1190) established for the NYC 
Medicare Advantage Plus Plan to answer all your 
questions.  The call center hours of operations are 
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET, except 
holidays.  You will also be receiving extensive 
materials in mid-August that explain the details of 
the plan and the enrollment process.  In addition, 
there will be retiree meetings available all over 
the NYC area in September, as well as webinars 
for those who prefer not to attend in person 
meetings. Keep checking this website for 
additional information.        
Updated 7/26/2021 
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Provision          Alliance (Emblem/Empire)     Present Aetna Plan 

Premium    None        None 

Annual Deductible    $253        None 

Specialist Visit    $15 co-pay       No co-pay 

Diagnostic Tests-X-rays -  
Lab - Radiology, etc.    $15 co-pay       No co-pay 

Urgent care     $15 co-pay       No co-pay 

Rehab services    $15 co-pay       No co-pay 

Eye exam     $10-15 co-pay      No co-pay 

Emergency Care    $50 co-pay       No co-pay 

Coverage when traveling  
outside of the country   No        Yes 

Note: the present Medicare does not have any co-payments and the secondary insurance was the 
primary insurance when traveling outside the country 
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9/11 memorial excludes first responders, 
survivors on 20th anniversary 

By  Susan Edelman August 14, 2021  

This memorial went from never forget to 
forget about the heroes of 9/11. 
A ceremony next month to honor those 

killed 20 years ago on Sept. 11 will be limited to 
family members of the fallen, after organizers 
decided first responders, survivors and 
others wouldn’t be invited to the milestone 
commemoration. 
The solemn gathering at the World Trade Center 
site will serve as the city’s featured memorial on a 
day that devastated New Yorkers and shook the 
nation. 
In years past, the reading of the names of 2,983 
deceased has been attended by Presidents Bush and 
Obama, US senators, governors and other 
dignitaries.  
Thousands have flocked to Ground Zero to pay 
homage on previous anniversaries, including 
firefighters, cops, EMS workers and other first 
responders, all joining family members in the 
audience. 
This year, the 9/11 Memorial & Museum sent the 
usual invitations to the relatives of the victims 
saying, “The ceremony will be exclusively for 9/11 
family members.” 
The invitations will serve as the “credential for 
admittance to the ceremony on the memorial 
plaza,” the letters say, and attendees will cluster 
near the two memorial pools rimmed with the 
inscribed names of those who perished.   
“Only family members are invited,” said memorial 
spokeswoman Lee Cochran.  
“The invited family members can bring as many 
additional family-member guests as they’d like.”  
Cochran insisted that nothing is new this year. 
But the rules have been loosely enforced to limit 
attendance and keep the event under control.  Jim 
Riches, a retired firefighter whose firefighter son, 
Jimmy, was killed in the attacks, has attended every 

9/11 ceremony and said many first-responders 
were admitted without passes.  “They turn a blind 
eye and let them in,” he said.  “I know some in 
full uniform have gotten in and also seen others 
turned away.” 
Sally Regenhard, whose firefighter son, Christian, 
was killed on 9/11, said responders and survivors 
should all be welcomed.  “I think that 9/11 
happened to a lot of people, and we can’t forget 
the survivors.  It didn’t happen exclusively to 
people who were massacred on that day.  It 
profoundly affected other people, who were 
physically or emotionally injured,” Regenhard 
said.   “People in the uniformed services consider 
the people they work with as brothers and sisters 
they’re a family.  They should make an effort to 
have every single first responder who would like 
to attend, go.  It should be open to all of them, 
especially those who answered the call of duty on 
9/11,” she said. 
Tim Frolich, a Fuji Bank employee whose foot 
was crushed while escaping the dust cloud when 
the South Tower collapsed, credits two Port 
Authority cops and a firefighter with bringing him 
to safety. 
He believes such heroes should be invited to the 
9/11 ceremony. 
“They’re the people we turned to in a moment of 
sheer chaos to help us,” Frolich said. 
Frank Siller, CEO of the Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation, whose firefighter brother, Stephen 
Siller, was killed on 9/11, said first-responders and 
survivors should not be turned away.  “Just 
because it’s 20 years later doesn’t mean you‘re 
completely healed,” he said.  “They want to pay 
their respects and honor their heroes.  I think they 
should be allowed down there.” 
The tradition to come together and read the names 
of the lost began on Sept. 11, 2002, when 
dignitaries and family members gathered at 
Ground Zero, then still a gaping hole in Lower 
Manhattan.  

https://nypost.com/2021/08/14/9-11-memorial-excludes-first-responders-survivors-on-20th-anniversary/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=android_nyp
https://nypost.com/2021/08/14/9-11-museums-decision-to-scrap-a-20th-anniversary-memorial-is-a-disgrace/
https://nypost.com/2021/08/14/9-11-museums-decision-to-scrap-a-20th-anniversary-memorial-is-a-disgrace/
https://nypost.com/2021/08/14/9-11-museums-decision-to-scrap-a-20th-anniversary-memorial-is-a-disgrace/
https://nypost.com/2019/09/11/mourners-remember-9-11-victims-at-ground-zero-on-18th-anniversary/
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Rudy Giuliani, who was mayor on 9/11, started the 
name recitation that year, followed by then Secretary 
of State Colin Powell; Sens. Charles Schumer and 
Hillary Clinton; and actor Robert De Niro.  Relatives 
of those lost also took part in the readings. 
George Pataki, then New York governor, recited the 
Gettysburg Address.  
The ceremony has continued every year since, with 
children of the deceased reading the names on one 
occasion and parents and grandparents on another.  
The names include those killed in the 1993 bombing 
of the World Trade Center. 
Moments of silence mark when a plane hit each of 
the Twin Towers, the Pentagon and a field in 
Shanksville, PA, and when each tower fell. 
The event has not been without controversy. 
When the memorial plaza opened in 2011 for the 
10th anniversary of the attack, the city said there was 
no room for firefighters, cops and others at the 
ceremony attended by Bush and Obama.  Some 
firefighters fumed in 2016, the 15th anniversary, 
when they were barred from the ceremony while 
politicians got in. 
“What family member did Hillary Clinton or Donald 
Trump lose that they were allowed in?”  one of the 
first responders, EMT Terry Canham, griped that 
year.   
The pandemic scuttled the tradition last year, when 
memorial officials, bowing to COVID-19 concerns, 
decided they would not bring together anyone to 
read the names, using a pre-recorded recitation 
instead. 
That led the Tunnel to Towers Foundation to hold its 
own ceremony a short distance away with live 
readings.  “This is not something we wanted to do.  
It’s something we had to do,” Siller told The Post at 
the time. 
Another furor erupted when the 9/11 memorial said 
it was also cancelling its annual Tribute in Light to 
protect workers from COVID while setting up the 

display of twin blue beams over the WTC site.  The 
outcry led the foundation to reverse course.  
This Sept. 11, the lights are expected to shine at 
sunset, and fade away at dawn on Sept. 12. The 9/11 
ceremony is set to start at 8:30 am and conclude at 1 
pm.  
The plaza will open to the public at 3 p.m.  The 
FDNY is holding a special 20th anniversary 
memorial service at 1:30 p.m. at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 

The cookie crumbles 

The masks begin to fall off! 
"The Chinese biological laboratory in Wuhan is 
owned by GlaxoSmithKline, which (accidentally) 
owns Pfizer!" (the one who makes the vaccine 
against the virus which was (accidentally) started at 
the Wuhan Biological Lab and which was 
(accidentally) funded by Dr. Fauci, who 
(accidentally) promotes the vaccine!  

"GlaxoSmithKline is (accidentally) managed by the 
finance division of Black Rock, which 
(accidentally) manages the finances of the Open 
Foundation Company (Soros Foundation), which 
(accidentally) manages the French AXA!  
"Soros (accidentally) owns the German company 
Winterthur, which (accidentally) built a Chinese 
laboratory in Wuhan and was bought by 
the German Allianz, which (coincidentally) has 
Vanguard as a shareholder, who(coincidentally) is a 
shareholder of Black Rock," which 
(coincidentally) controls central banks and manages 
about a third of global investment capital.  
"Black Rock" is also (coincidentally) a major 
shareholder of MICROSOFT, owned by Bill Gates, 
who (coincidentally) is a shareholder of Pfizer 
(which - remember? Sells a miracle vaccine) and 

https://nypost.com/2016/09/11/firefighters-denied-entry-to-ground-zero-event/
https://nypost.com/2016/09/11/hillary-clinton-has-medical-episode-at-911-ceremony/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/25/9-11-victims-families-wont-read-names-at-memorial-in-2020/
https://nypost.com/2020/08/15/covid-19-controversy-creates-dueling-9-11-anniversary-ceremonies/
https://nypost.com/2020/08/15/covid-19-controversy-creates-dueling-9-11-anniversary-ceremonies/
https://nypost.com/2020/08/15/9-11-memorial-reverses-decision-to-cancel-beloved-tribute/
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(coincidentally) is now the first sponsor of the 
'WHO! (world health organization.) 

 
DRIVING 

Two elderly women were out driving in a 
large car both could barely see over the 
dashboard.  As they were cruising along, 

they came to an intersection.   The stoplight was 
red, but they just went on through.  The women in 
the passenger seat thought to herself, “I must be 
losing it.  I could have sworn we just went through 
a red light.” 
After a few more minute, they came to another 
intersection and the light was red again.   
Again they went right through.  The women in the 
passenger seat was almost sure that the light had 
been red but was really concerned that she was 
losing it.  She was getting nervous at the next 
intersection, sure enough the light was red and they 
went through. 
She turned to the other women and said, Agnes, did 
you know that we just ran through three red lights 
in a row?  You could have killed us boy!  Agnes 
turned to her and said, Oh! Am driving? 

 

SENIOR DRIVING 

As a senior citizen was driving down 
the freeway his car phone rang.  
Answering he heard his wife’s voice 

urgently warning him, “Herman, I just heard 
on the news that there’s a car going the wrong 
way on the interstate 77.  Please be careful!”   
“Heck, “ said Herman, “it’s not just one car. 
it’s hundreds of them!” 
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* For those that are enclosing $25.00, please indicate below, if you would like to receive a hard 
copy of the newsletter or donate $5.00 to the Memorial Services. If there is no checked box 
$5.00 will be donated to the memorial service. 
* Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for 2021 
will remain at $20.00  ____ (place a check here) 
* Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues for 2021 will be $25.00  ____ 
(place a check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address    
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 2021  MEMORIAL SERVICES TO BE HELD 
ON FEB. 22, 2021 PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE ABOVE AMOUNTS 

                                       Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
NAME__________________________E-MAIL DDRESS_______________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________  HOME PHONE_______________ 

SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________             
City                                                                         State             Zip          area code & Phone Number 
  
WIFE’S FIRST NAME___________________________      CELL PHONE_________________________ 

D.O.B_______________DATE APPOINTED______________DATE RETIRED____________ 

RANK_____UNITS ASSIGNED (last first)____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, INC        Mail to:  
JOHN CARINO 
3061 Darien  Rd. 

   Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 

For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing  Address ____     
                                                        E-Mail Address___        Roster____                     Dues_______                                                                                                                                                              
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events 

Rosh Hashanah begins @ sundown, Monday September 6th                                           

Labor Day, Monday, September 6th                                                                    

Patriot Day, Saturday  September 11th                                                                             

Yom Kippur begins @ sundown, Wednesday, September 15th                                   

Fall begins, Wednesday, September 22nd                                                                             

Monthly Meeting, Monday, September 27th @ 6:30 P.M.    

A Veteran, whether active duty, retired, National Guard or Reserve is someone who            
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States                          
of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is a honor, and there                 
are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it.  

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone                            
under!  Ronald Reagan 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

