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It is with regret that the FDNY Retirees Martin/St Lucie Div. announces 
the death of their member Captain Eugene Sinnott that occurred on 
May 7, 2020.  He was appointed 5/21/60 and retired 10/3/80. Gene was 
assigned to E-3, L-58 and E-260.

**************************************

Gary Moore, Bob Major, John Carino, Ralph Silberer, Lou Malizia, Jimmy Eppolito,
Dennis McKenna, Stan Allen, Jim Keelan, Jay Tavalaro, Joe Kovaleski& Steve Kallman

************************************ 
Hello Brothers,

W elcome back snowbirds; hope you all had a wonderful 
summer.  Let me start off by saying covid 19 did not stop 

us from having our 9/11 memorial it was awesome.  We had a 
great turnout considering this years situation.  Jack Ivy 
Detachment # 666 of the Marine Corps League's Honor Guard, as 
usual, did an outstanding job once again playing Taps at 8:45 to 
start off our ceremony.  I then began to name 30 brothers who 
were murdered on 911.  At the end of the 30 names the Honor 
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Brothers a 21 gun salute to end our ceremony.  
I want to thank the Brother's and their wife's 
who participated in bringing up the 30 roses.  

NEXT YEAR IS THE 20TH YEAR 
I EXPECT TO SEE EVERYBODY THAT'S 
IN OUR GREAT ORGANIZATION SHOW 

UP.
As a reminder it is that time of the year to 
switch your Health Insurance plan if you want 
to.  A representative from Aetna USUALLY 
comes to our October meeting. 
We will also be selling Enjoyment books and 
collecting DUES.

BROTHER'S STAY WELL, STAY SAFE, 
WEAR YOUR MASK

Lou Malizia, President 

5-Year-Old Girl Saved from Manhattan 
Fire by Heroic Rope Rescue

7 Online - September 30, 2020

WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, Manhattan 
(WABC)  A 5-year-old girl and her 

grandmother were saved from a Manhattan 
apartment fire that left 14 people injured thanks to 
a dramatic roof rope rescue carried out by the 
FDNY.
The two-alarm fire started on the fifth floor of a six-
story building on West 158th Street in Washington 
Heights just after 4:30 a.m. Tuesday.
Firefighters arrived on the scene to find flames 
shooting out several windows, and after hearing 
screams coming from upper floors, they quickly 
worked to determine from which apartment they 
were coming.
Firefighter Abraham Miller said they saw a little 
girl being held out a window by her grandmother 
gasping for air.
"When we were searching for where the screams 
were coming from, we saw little hands, the hands 

of child, on the window gates of a window, so we 
knew someone was in there, a child was in there," 
he said. "We immediately set up a roof rope 
rescue, and Firefighter (Jairo) Sosa from Ladder 
34, he set up the rope, and I went over to get the 
girl out of the window. 
When we went down to the window, we had to 
punch through the window because we didn't 
have any tools on us because we were going 
down on the rope. And we were able to pull the 
girl out of the window."
Miller said the girl was responsive but had taken 
in a lot of smoke and was also cut by glass.
Firefighters were about to do a second roof rope 
rescue, but crews inside arrived at the same time 
and were able to safely walk out the grandmother.
Officials said 14 residents suffered various 
injuries, some life-threatening.
The fire marshals ruled the file accidental, caused 
by an overloaded extension cord.
They said smoke alarms were present and 
operational.

'Never Forget'—Keeping Memories 
Alive of Those Who Died on 9/11

By Eric Bartelt  United States Army - September 21, 2020

 “This is our Pearl Harbor. When I went to 
school, I only knew of Pearl Harbor because it 
was taught to me in history.  This is what 9/11 is 
becoming now.  A lot of people are forgetting 
about it and we shouldn’t.” ‘Never Forget’ 
appears on screen and then fade to black.  These 
were the words Sue Herr articulated and the 
sights seen in the final seconds of a 10-plus 
minute 9/11 remembrance video, produced by 
West Point Public Affairs, shown to cadets in 
the Cadet Mess Hall on Friday and available to 
the West Point community to watch on 
YouTube.  The words were powerful because 
Herr lived the experience while working in 
Tower Two of the Twin Towers on that fateful, 
clear blue-skied Tuesday morning 19 years ago.  
Today, she is a purchasing agent with the Office 
of the Directorate of Intercollegiate Athletics at 

https://ufanyc.org/cms/contents/view/29336
https://www.7online.com/
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West Point.  She was among six individuals who 
described either their 9/11 story or why they decided to 
come to West Point from this generation’s day of 
infamy.  A day now known as Patriot Day, it is a 
United States national observance that honors the 
memory of those who were killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks that killed 2,977 people, including 343 
FDNY fireman at the Twin Towers in New York City.  
At the U.S. Military Academy on Patriot Day, the video 
was one of several events that occurred on post to 
remember the victims of 9/11.  Events included the 
running of the American flag by cadets around West 
Point, a two-minute sound of sirens by the West Point 
Fire Department at 8:46 a.m., the time when the first 
plane hit Tower One, and volley shots by the Military 
Police Honor Guard.  The Corps of Cadets also ran a 
Memorial 5K on Saturday to honor the victims of 9/11.  
A more somber ceremony took place at the West Point 
Fire Station 2 on Stony Lonesome Road, where 18 
current and former members of the West Point Fire 
Department honored the 343 firefighters who died on 
9/11 and one of their own who died as well.  Richard 
“Bruce” Van Hine, born July 25, 1953, was a former 
enlisted Navy member who was a firefighter at West 
Point from 1986-94 before moving on to the New York 
City Fire Department.  On 9/11, he would perish with 
five other members of his Bronx/Harlem Squad 41 
while trying to save people in Tower Two.
During the ceremony, firefighter and WPFD chaplain 
Anthony Ferraiuolo Jr., spoke through the words of Van 
Hine’s wife, Ann, about Bruce’s passion for hiking and 
completing the New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Connecticut sections of the Appalachian Trail.  
However, some of the more sensitive moments were 
about how humble he was about his job as a firefighter.  
“People say that Bruce was a hero, but he never liked 
that word,” Ferraiuolo said through Ann’s words.  “He 
would say he was just doing his job the job that he 
loved.  He got to be the firefighter he always wanted to 
be.  He is missed, but his legacy of faith, family, friends 
and living his calling will be told to the next 
generation.”
His mark will continue for generations to come at West 
Point as a giant stone etched with his name, squad and 
9/11 date sits in a well-kept area with a flowery bush 
under the flagpole on the fire department’s front lawn.  
Nonetheless, the ceremony is the main part of 
the day for the men at the fire station.  “The significance 
of the day is Sept. 11, but on a smaller scale we honor 

Bruce Van Hine because he was a West Point 
firefighter before he transferred to FDNY,” 
Ferraiuolo said.  “Every year, we get together the 
tag line for this day is always, ‘Never Forget,’ and 
it shouldn’t be a cliché thing that we bring up.  That 
is why we all get together and it’s nice that guys 
here who are retired still come back every year for 
fellowship and to remember Bruce.  “If it wasn’t 
for Bruce and the other 342 firefighters, we would 
be a lot worse off than we are today,” he added 
about the many more lives that would have been 
lost without their bravery.  “We are proud that they 
made that sacrifice and we are even more proud to 
honor them every year around this time.”
Two former members of WPFD, retired Jerry 
Kiernan, who was with the department from 
1976-2003, and George Beodecker, who worked at 
the WPFD from 1985-2004 before moving on to be 
chief in the VA fire system, spoke highly of Hine.  
They described him as a person of integrity and 
very humble, a family man who had a dry wit and 
humor.  His smarts and abilities led him toward the 
road of being in FDNY, but it was a long road 
nevertheless.  “He received a letter from FDNY 
asking if he was still interested in coming to the 
(FDNY) academy and it was almost eight years 
since he had taken the test,” Kiernan, whose son 
Sean is currently a lieutenant with WPFD, said.  
“He had forgotten he had taken the test we were 
sitting in the back having coffee and he says, ‘do 
you think I ought to do it?’ and I said, ‘What the 
hell are you doing here now, go home now.’”
Van Hine made it through the academy and he then 
went to a squad quickly.
“He went to a truck out of the academy, which is 
unique in itself,” Kiernan said. “Then he went from 
the truck to the squad.  The guys are all MTs 
(medical technicians), these guys all have different 
skill sets.  That is what got him into the squad 
because they saw an opportunity with his unique 
talents.”  Those unique talents took him from West 
Point to eventually the Twin Towers on 9/11, as 
those two numbers said together are synonymous 
with where were you when it happened and the 
emotions that come from deep inside when 
reflecting on that day.  Shock was the common 
theme at the time as the billowing, heavy smoke 
came from the Twin Towers and then later the 
Pentagon and an open field in Pennsylvania.  It was 
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a seminal day with many memories that flooded 
their minds of the 9/11 experience to the exact thing 
they were doing when they found out. Kiernan was 
working his part-time job as security at Cornwall 
Hospital and Ferraiuolo was working at Keller 
Army Community Hospital’s medical warehouse.  
Current WPFD lieutenant Austin McCarty, whose 
dad Tim was part of WPFD on 9/11, was sitting in 
his seventh-grade history class in Cornwall and 
Beodecker was sitting at Fire Station #3 on Route 
293 as the driver of the day when the planes hit.  
However, as each person reflected on the initial 
shock and fear, or the quiet of local neighborhoods 
or that West Point went into shutdown mode, 
Beodecker was reminded of the worry for Van Hine 
and five other West Point firefighter alumni who 
were NYC firemen at the time.  “As Jerry (Kiernan) 
would know, we were concerned with Bruce and the 
other five other alumni from here who went to 
FDNY,” Beodecker said.  “On that particular day, 
that is part of what we were concerned about as we 
didn’t know who was working and who wasn’t.”  
Miraculously, one of the alumni, Jay Jonas, 
survived the collapse of the North Tower with 15 
others in the Miracle of Stairwell B, as the building 
of concrete fell all around them except between the 
first and fourth floors of Stairwell B.
“This is a part of the West Point legacy as a lot of 
guys who started here went on to FDNY,” 
Beodecker said.  “A variety of people started their 
fire service careers here who their ultimate goal, 
especially those from the area, was to go to FDNY 
and did. 
So, naturally, they are like Bruce, this is our 
family.”
From a firefighter’s point of view, this environment 
can be life and death on any call, which brings 
together a camaraderie that very few jobs have 
among each of its members.  “It’s an extended 
family.  It is a bigger family.  You’ve heard people 
call it the ‘Brotherhood,’ but it is as much a 
brotherhood as any member who puts on the 
equipment,” Beodecker said.  “What does this mean 
to us?  I’ve been a volunteer firefighter for 45 years 
and a career firefighter for 30-plus years for two 
different agencies it is all one family.  It’s our job to 
make sure we take care of each other because on 
any day that could be any one of us, you don’t have 
to be in New York City to be killed.

“There were a couple of guys killed the other day in 
wild land fires in Oregon when eight guys were 
overrun in a burn,” Boedecker added, “We feel that 
here as keenly as they feel that out there, but the 
average person doesn’t get that on why this day 
continues to matter and I have another memorial to go 
to this afternoon (Friday). 
It’s because if we don’t keep remembering, nobody 
is going to remember.”
The Van Hine memorial will continue for as long as 
people respect the ultimate sacrifice Van Hine and 342 
other firefighters gave on Sept. 11, 2001.
“Every one of those 343 guys, to this day people ask 
me how did they keep going as they knew what they 
were going into and how did they keep doing it,” 
Beodecker said. “It’s like Jerry said, their commitment 
is an unconditional commitment.”
Kiernan and McCarty added that it’s a deep-seated 
thing, a true calling as when the bell rings at the fire 
station, all bets are off and getting the job done comes 
first and foremost, sometimes at the risk of personal 
safety.
“That is just the nature of the job,” Kiernan said. 
“That’s the nature of the people who are here.  That is 
why we are here to talk about Bruce without talking 
about the context and why his name matters as none of 
the young guys ever met him.”
The life of Bruce Van Hine will live on forever in the 
hearts and minds of those who knew him and those 
who didn’t who will keep his memory going on. 
But as Ferraiuolo mentioned in Ann’s words at the end 
of the memorial ceremony, his memory of being a hero 
lived in her dreams as well.
“At some point during the first week after Sept. 11, I 
had a dream Bruce was in the Towers and he realized 
the building was collapsing and he tried even harder to 
get people to move quicker,” Ferraiuolo said.  “Then, 
he whispered that he loved his girls (that is what he 
called me and our two daughters) and then he was 
face-to-face with God.”

World Trade Center Health Program Still 
Treating Hundreds of 9/11 Victims, 19 Years 

Later
By SEAN ADAMS CBS News Radio 880 - September 12, 2020

NEW YORK (WCBS 880) 

https://wcbs880.radio.com/
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Friday marks 19 years since the terror attacks on 
the Twin Towers in Lower Manhattan.  Nearly 

3,000 people lost their lives on that day, but since 
then, long-term health issues have been connected 
to the toxic dust that swirled through Lower 
Manhattan when the towers fell.
Countless New Yorkers, FDNY firefighters, NYPD 
officers and others have now developed chronic 
illnesses or cancers due to their work at or around 
Ground Zero.
Luckily, the estimated 400,000 people who were 
likely exposed to the toxic fumes in the aftermath 
of 9/11 can be monitored and treated at no cost to 
them thanks to the World Trade Center Health 
Program and the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund.
“I really can't thank the folks NIOSH-CDC 
(National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health) enough,” says Dr. Michael Crane, who 
heads the WTC Health Program at Mount Sinai 
Hospital.  People who lived and worked in Lower 
Manhattan can get checked out at Bellevue 
Hospital but, of the 80,000 responders monitored at 
Mount Sinai, more than half have a certified 9/11 
related health condition.
Among the most common illnesses are respiratory 
and gastrointestinal illnesses, cancer and mental 
health issues.  Doctors at the hospital treat 9/11 
responders for a variety of issues, but for a while, 
coronavirus prevented in-person monitoring.
“We are back.  I think our overall, right now, is two 
telehealth to one in-person, but it’s slowly 
increasing,” Dr. Crane explains.  The doctor says, 
now, researchers and doctors are looking to see if 
coronavirus poses an increased risk to World Trade 
Center patients.
“You'll have the nurse reviewing your usual health 
history, but also a number of questions about 
COVID.  The same things: what happened?  How 
ill were you, etcetera and that's going to be 
collected now going forward,” Dr. Crane said.
His advice to his patients is to get a flu shot and try 
to stay healthy and out of the hospital in case there 
is a second wave of cases.  “That is really critical at 

a time when, if COVID comes back, people might 
be admitted to the ICU, we don't want that, so get 
the flu shot, it lowers the risk,” the doctor says.  
Researchers are also looking for any possible link 
between World Trade Center exposure and 
autoimmune diseases, as well as Alzheimer's.  So 
far results have been inconclusive but, researchers 
will continue to study possible links.  And 19 
years later, Dr. Crane remains gravely concerned 
about depression and post-traumatic stress 
disorder.  The doctor says his advice to patients is:
“There is help out there, reach out, don’t be afraid.

This is Outstanding - a very good reason to 
not watch any sporting event that promotes 

"taking a knee"!!

I  don't think I've ever read anything more 
powerful than this piece.  It was written by Ted 

Nugent.  Take a little trip to Valley Forge in January.  
Hold a musket ball in your fingers and imagine it 
piercing your flesh and breaking a bone or two.  
There won't be a doctor or trainer to assist you until 
after the battle, so just wait your turn. Take your 
cleats and socks off to get a real experience.  Then, 
take a knee on the beach in Normandy where man 
after American man stormed the beach, even as the 
one in front of him was shot to pieces, the very sea 
stained with American blood.  The only blockers 
most had were the dead bodies in front of them, 
riddled with bullets from enemy fire. 
Take a knee in the sweat soaked jungles of Vietnam.  
From Khe Sanh to Saigon, anywhere will do.  
Americans died in all those jungles.  There was no 
playbook that told them what was next, but they 
knew what flag they represented.  When they came 
home, they were protested as well, and spit on for 
reasons only cowards know. 
Take another knee in the blood drenched sands of 
Fallujah in 110 degree heat. 
Wear your Kevlar helmet and battle dress.  Your 
number won't be printed on it unless your number is 
up! You'll need to stay hydrated but there won't be 
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anyone to squirt Gatorade into your mouth. You're 
on your own. 
There are a lot of places to take a knee where 
Americans have given their lives all over the world.  
When you use the banner under which they fought 
as a source for your displeasure, you dishonor the 
memories of those who bled for the very freedoms 
you have.  That's what the red stripes mean.  It 
represents the blood of those who spilled a sea of it 
defending your liberty.  While you're on your knee, 
pray for those that came before you, not on a 
manicured lawn striped and printed with numbers to 
announce every inch of ground taken, but on 
nameless hills and bloodied beaches and sweltering 
forests and bitter cold mountains, every inch marked 
by an American life lost serving that flag you 
protest. 
No cheerleaders, no announcers, no coaches, no 
fans, just American men and women, delivering the 
real fight against those who chose to harm us, 
blazing a path so you would have the right to "take a 
knee."  You haven't any inkling of what it took to get 
you where you are, but your "protest" is duly noted.  
Not only is it disgraceful to a nation of real heroes, it 
serves the purpose of pointing to your ingratitude for 
those who chose to defend you under that banner 
that will still wave long after your jersey is retired.  
If you really feel the need to take a knee, come with 
me to church on Sunday and we'll both kneel before 
Almighty God.  We'll thank him for preserving this 
country for as long as He has, we'll beg forgiveness 
for our ingratitude for all he has provided us.  We'll 
appeal to him for understanding and wisdom.  We'll 
pray for liberty and justice for all, because He is the 
one who provides those things.  But there will be no 
protest.  There will only be gratitude for his 
provision and a plea for his continued grace and 
mercy on the land of the free and the home of the 
brave.  It goes like this, GOD BLESS AMERICA.

Osama bin Laden’s niece says only Trump can 
prevent another 9/11

By Jon Levine  September 5, 2020  NY Post

Another 9/11-style attack may be just around 
the corner if Joe Biden is elected president, 

warns Noor bin Ladin, the niece of Sept. 11 terror 
mastermind Osama bin Laden.  “ISIS proliferated 

under the Obama/Biden administration, leading to 
them coming to Europe.  Trump has shown he 
protects America and us by extension from foreign 
threats by obliterating terrorists at the root and 
before they get a chance to strike,” bin Ladin, 33, 
told The Post in her first-ever interview.
Bin Ladin (whose branch of the family has always 
spelled their name differently than her infamous 
uncle) lives in Switzerland but said she considers 
herself “an American at heart.” A full size US flag 
hung in her childhood room at age 12 and her dream 
vacation is an RV trip across America.  The 
stunning, Swiss-born bin Ladin says she is all in for 
Trump in 2020, calling the election the most 
important in a generation.
“I have been a supporter of President Trump since 
he announced he was running in the early days in 
2015. I have watched from afar and I admire this 
man’s resolve,” she said. “He must be reelected  It’s 
vital for the future of not only America, but western 
civilization as a whole.”  “You look at all the 
terrorist attacks that have happened in Europe over 
the past 19 years.  They have completely shaken us 
to the core [Radical Islam] has completely infiltrated 
our society,” bin Ladin continued.  “In the US it’s 
very worrying that the left has aligned itself 
completely with the people who share that 
ideology.”   While Trump has long been a polarizing 
figure in the United States, he is even more toxic in 
Europe, where views of US leadership have often 
plummeted since he took office. A 2018 Gallup 
poll found just 18% of Swiss citizens approved of 
his job performance.  Noor, who said she regularly 
wears a “Make America Great Again” hat (and 
occasionally a Trump bedtime onesie), has had to 
confront many Trump-haters on her side of the 
Atlantic.  During a recent trip to the grocery store 
while wearing the iconic red cap, Noor was 
accosted.  “I am minding my own business and this 
woman in her late 50s charges toward me and starts 
speaking very loudly and aggressively to me,” she 
recalled.  “She’s yelling at me and saying how can I 
be wearing this and Trump is the worst president 

https://nypost.com/author/jon-levine/
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000161-0647-da3c-a371-867f6acc0001
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000161-0647-da3c-a371-867f6acc0001
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ever and she’s basically dumping on my beloved 
president. She told me three times, ‘You’re stupid.’ 
I kept my cool, and needless to say I kept my hat!”  
And it’s not just Trump.  From her perch in 
Western Europe, Noor bin Ladin has been a keen 
and meticulous consumer of conservative media 
and advocate of their most hot-button causes.  
Though soft-spoken with aristocratic graces, she 
can offer lengthy monologues railing against 
Spygate, tech censorship of conservative voices, 
mandatory mask-wearing, The New York Times 
discredited 1619 project, and even Andrew 
Cuomo’s controversial executive order requiring 
nursing homes to accept seniors with COVID-19.  
Her favorite television show is Fox News’ “Tucker 
Carlson Tonight” and she’s chummy with Laura 
Loomer.  The rising GOP star running for Congress 
in Florida is a ferocious opponent of radical Islam, 
but has also been accused by critics of 
Islamophobic remarks.  “Laura has been very vocal 
about this and I commend her for being brave 
enough and speaking out,” bin Ladin, who was not 
raised with any religion, said.  Bin Ladin didn’t 
mince words about The Squad either, and offered 
high praise to The Post’s front page cover calling 
out Rep. Ilhan Omar’s ‘some people did 
something’ remarks about 9/11.  “You do have a 
situation now in America where you have people 
like Ilhan Omar who actively hate your country,” 
bin Ladin said, noting how Omar had 
urged “compassionate” sentences for 13 ISIS 
recruits busted in her home state of Minnesota.  
“It’s an honor to be able to go and live in the 
United States and make the most out of all the 
opportunities,” bin Ladin said, choking up.  “If she 
hates it so much why doesn’t she leave.”  Bin 
Ladin is the daughter of Carmen Dufour, a Swiss 
author, and Yeslam bin Ladin an older half-brother 
of Osama. Dufour and Yeslam split in 1988 and 
Noor, along with her two sisters, Wafah and Najia, 
were raised in Switzerland.
 For most of her adult life, Noor helped her mother 
with a nasty and years-long divorce from Yeslam, 

who has played no role in her life.  After the 9/11 
attacks, Carmen became a brief international 
sensation with her 2004 tell-all account of her life in 
the bin Laden family: “Inside the Kingdom: My Life 
in Saudi Arabia.”
Unlike her older sister Wafah, an international pop 
singer and socialite, Noor bin Ladin has kept a low 
profile.  She has a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Geneva, a 
master’s in commercial law from the University of 
London, and a computer coding boot camp under her 
belt.  She’s worked in startups and is currently 
writing a book analyzing the first 20 years of the 
21st century.
“My life would have been very different had I been 
raised in Saudi Arabia,” she said.
“I really grew up with this deep appreciation for 
freedom and basic individual rights.”
Bin Ladin recalled how she played soccer in school 
for 13 years. “My mom would come to all the games 
and she would say when I see you play I know that 
all the hardship was worth it because you get to do 
what you choose and what you love.”
Noor was just 14 when her uncle perpetrated the 
deadliest attack on US soil in history. From the 
moment the second plane hit, she knew her life 
would never be the same.
“I was so devastated,” she recalled.  “I had been 
going to the states with my mom several times a year 
from the age of three onwards.  I considered the US 
my second home.”  Bin Ladin said part of the reason 
she rejected liberal assertions that America was a 
“racist country” was based on her own lived 
experience.
“I have not had a single bad experience with 
Americans despite the name that I carry. On the 
contrary, I was overwhelmed by their kindness and 
understanding,” bin Ladin said, adding she’s been 
back to the US a few times since the attacks.  She 
hasn’t visited the memorial yet, but is planning to on 
it the next time she is in New York.
“I really want to go and pay my respects.”

https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Kingdom-Life-Saudi-Arabia/dp/0446694886?tag=nypost-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Kingdom-Life-Saudi-Arabia/dp/0446694886?tag=nypost-20%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://nypost.com/2020/05/08/how-the-1619-project-slandered-america/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/20/cuomo-didnt-know-coronavirus-patients-are-being-sent-back-to-nursing-homes/
https://nypost.com/2020/04/18/republican-aoc-laura-loomer-gains-steam-in-congressional-run/
https://www.fox9.com/news/rep-ilhan-omar-asks-judge-for-compassion-in-isis-recruit-sentencing
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FDNY renames highest medal after calling 
namesake ‘racist’

By Susan Edelman and Vincent Barone September 8, 2020 NY 
Post

The Fire Department is renaming its highest 
medal for heroics after acknowledging the 

award was named after a man who “held deeply 
racist beliefs.”
The James Gordon Bennett Medal, instituted in 
1869 for firefighters who perform remarkable acts 
of bravery on the job, will be renamed to honor 
Peter J. Ganci Jr., who became the highest-ranking 
FDNY member to die in the line of duty when he 
was killed answering the call on 9/11.
FDNY Commissioner Daniel A. Nigro announced 
the change in an agency order dated Tuesday.
Bennett, the publishing giant who founded the 
New York Herald, used racial slurs while he 
penned racist and pro-slavery pieces at the paper 
around the Civil War.
“This generous symbol of gratitude began a 
tradition that we have continued for 150 years,” 
wrote Nigro in the order.  “However, James 
Gordon Bennett also held deeply racist beliefs.  
Using his publishing empire, he repeatedly 
expressed abhorrent and hateful views in full 
support of slavery.”
James Tempro, who became the first black 
firefighter to receive the medal in 1969, called for 
it to remain in 2017.
“When I received the award in 1969, I had no idea 
of the history of Bennett, who he was or what he 
stood for,” Tempro told the Daily News at the time.  
“But now that I’ve learned more about his beliefs, 
that he was a racist who supported slavery, it 
demeans the medal for me a bit.”
Bennett’s name was always associated with the 
medal; he had endowed the award to the 
department after firefighters put out a blaze in his 
home in 1868.

A statue of Bennett still stands in Herald Square and 
a scholarship for children and grandchildren of city 
newspaper workers is named in his honor.
“These views have no place in any society, and I 
believe we must cease including this individual’s 
name, and therefore his legacy, in our annual 
celebration,” Nigro’s order continues.
“This tremendous honor for our Firefighters will no 
longer be tied to someone who never served this 
Department, never risked his own life to save life 
and property, and who advocated for despicable 
actions against others.”
The medal will now be named after Peter J. Ganci, 
who died in the attack on the WTC.

The article that appeared in the September newsletter on page 
11 titled 

BRILLIANCE IN THREE PARTS 
appeared in  https://donclarksamerica.com/f/briliance-in-three-

parts
https://ufanyc.org/cms/contents/view/29360

Mayor Warms to Retirement Incentive But 
Won't Put Layoffs on Hold

By Bob Hennelly Chief Leader - September 29, 2020

Mayor de Blasio was cool to the suggestion by 
Municipal Labor Committee Chairman Harry 

Nespoli that he put layoffs on hold until after the 
presidential election Nov. 3, but he expressed support 
Sept. 21 for the MLC's proposal that an early-
retirement incentive be passed in Albany to 
potentially induce tens of thousands of city workers 
to leave the payroll voluntarily.
"I fear that we have to think about this beyond just 
the election, and so I think the problem we're all 
experiencing here is that help just hasn't come from 
where we expect it to," Mr. de Blasio said in 
response to a reporter's question at his daily briefing. 
"We expect it to come from Washington and the 
stimulus we expect to come from Albany in the form 

https://nypost.com/author/susan-edelman/
https://nypost.com/author/vincent-barone/
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/brooklyn/fdny-hero-rename-medal-named-pro-slavery-racist-article-1.3459429%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.chiefleader.com/
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of long-term borrowing, it hasn't. The clock is 
running."
He continued, "I don't think we can keep putting 
off things, you know, constantly. 
We have to find some kind of solution as quickly 
as possible, and that's what we're still trying to do 
with labor."
'Part of the Package'
But regarding a retirement incentive under which 
employees would be given additional pension 
credit, he said, "I've spoken to the leadership of 
the Legislature in Albany and many members of 
the Legislature, and there's a strong consensus that 
early retirement will have to be part of this 
package."  He cautioned, however, that it would 
produce the hundreds of millions in savings its 
advocates suggested only "if you're going to not 
replace" those who retired early.  "So, it still 
comes down to how many jobs we're going to be 
able to save going forward and the services we 
need to provide to the people."
The Mayor also acknowledged that the retirement 
incentive could help the city preserve gains it has 
made in diversifying the municipal job ranks.  
"Across the city workforce, we see more diversity, 
obviously notable in many places like the NYPD, 
which is now majority people of color," he said.  
"We need to keep ensuring that the [Department 
of Education] continues to become more diverse.  
So, you're right, this has been a central concern, 
and it does bring us back to the earlier question.  I 
think early retirement as a policy is something we 
have to put into play."
Six days earlier, Republican City Council 
Member Joseph Borelli and Democrat Robert 
Cornegy told reporters an early retirement 
program would yield hundreds of millions of 
dollars in annual savings.
They cited the 2010 state retirement incentive 
during a fiscal crunch in which 9,311 city and 
state employees, with a net savings of $680 
million took advantage of the ERI," said Mr. 

Borelli.  "This took $1.4 billion of collective payroll 
and replaced it with $755 million in pension costs," a 
net savings of $680 million annually after pension 
costs were subtracted.
Getting Mixed Message
Dr. Harriet Fraad, a mental-health professional whose 
clients include city workers, said during a phone 
interview that many employees were in "a terrible 
state of anxiety, being told they are essential but also 
being told at the same time that they are disposable."
The Mayor's bid to win approval in Albany for an 
additional $5 billion in borrowing authority hit yet 
another speed bump that day when the Council's 
Finance Committee postponed a hearing on the 
measure.
According to the Daily News, that occurred because 
of the administration's "failure to agree to send top 
officials, including Budget Director Melanie Hartzog, 
to testify."
"I do think it's important that we have a top 
administration official comes before the Council to 
discuss the full plan," Council Member Keith Powers 
explained. "I believe I join most New Yorkers who 
want to see a plan that identifies new revenue sources, 
finds additional savings in the budget, and only as a 
last resort, utilizes borrowing.

Subject: 
SELF EXPLANATORY LETTER TO THE 
NY METS ORGANIZATION:  

For over 15 years, we have held our group 
outing at Shea and Citifield.  We are the 

largest little league program in Nassau County 
and I have run the organization as a 
VOLUNTEER for 15 years. Our community is 
saturated with Police Officer's.
After the image of the Met players walking off the 
field and placing a Black Lives Matter T-shirt on 
home plate, we are canceling our plans for our outing 
at Citifield next year and need our deposit refunded. 
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To honor and celebrate a group that HAS 
Promoted and Condoned VIOLENCE against 
Police Officers is disturbing. 
It was NOT too long ago, that Black Lives Matter 
protested and caused damage in the streets on 
NYC chanting, "WHAT DO WE WANT, DEAD 
COPS, WHEN DO WE WANT THEM, NOW" 
Black Lives Matter IGNORES the Violence 
perpetrated by blacks against blacks. 
A race that has many law abiding and respectful 
members of our communities, which makes up 
13% of the US Population, yet commits 53% of 
the Murders nationwide. 
This is an area that Black Lives Matter should be 
tuned in to and NOT cherry picking isolated 
controversial shootings that evolve from a Law 
Enforcement community that makes up 900,000 
members covering 50 states and have 100's of 
millions of interactions with the public. 
When you have that many interactions and close 
to a Million Officers, yes, sometimes things will 
go wrong. Like in the military when US Solders 
are killed by Friendly Fire. 
Police work is Not a perfect science, it has the 
human element.  I have PERSONALLY buried 
friends I worked with who were killed when they 
gave the bad guy that extra second or they gave 
the bad guy the opportunity to fight with and 
resist, yet to have their own gun stripped from 
their body and killed by their own gun  One friend 
and colleague comes to mind, Bobby Parker, who 
was BLACK, an NYPD Detective who tried to 
arrest an individual on an arrest warrant and 
resisted arrest like the Mets HERO Jacob Blake 
and had his gun stripped from him and was shot 
and KILLED as was his partner.  Jacob Blake was 
WANTED ON A SEXUAL ASSAULT 
WARRANT, resisted 
arrest, fought with police, was shot with and 
fought off a Taser, defied commands to not to 
enter his vehicle and then was shot. What if 

JACOB Blake had pulled a gun or taken the knife 
he had in his car and stabbed the Officers?
Very easy to 2nd guess! To many cops have died 
by giving the BAD guy, which Blake was, that 
extra second! 
As a retired NYPD Detective, Detective who 
worked the ghettos of Brooklyn during the 
Notorious Crack Epidemic when NYC had 2000 
plus homicides, these shootings have NOTHING 
to do with the Color of the individuals skin, but 
has EVERYTHING TO DO WITH THEIR 
ACTIONS ! 
The Mets players DISGUST me as does your 
organization that allow them to CONDEMN Law 
Enforcement!
Two nights ago a BLACK St Louis Police Officer, 
a Father and Husband was KILLED in the Line of 
Duty, SHOT IN THE HEAD. WILL THE MET 
PLAYERS BE WALKING OFF THE FIELD? 
A few years ago when Black Lives Matter was 
promoting Violence against Police and a crazed 
Nut from Maryland hearing their pleas for 
violence against police and EXECUTED NYPD 
Cops Liu and Ramos, did the Mets walk off the 
Field? 
As an organization you OWE the Law 
Enforcement community an APOLOGY.
Craig Garland. Massapequa Coast Little League 
President. 
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The latest hit to New York governments: 
soaring pension costs

By Post Editorial Board  September 5, 2020 

As if New York government budgets weren’t 
suffering enough amid the pandemic, news 

from state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli just made 
the picture worse.
DiNapoli announced that local governments and 
the state will have to pony up more taxpayer cash 
to keep the pension system sound: 
Their contributions to the state’s police and fire 
fund (as a share of their payrolls) will spike 16 
percent and to the Employees’ Retirement 
System, 11 percent.
That could translate into hundreds of millions of 
dollars that they don’t have.
The (semi) good news?  Payments aren’t due 
until Feb. 1, 2022 (or Dec. 15, 2021, to qualify 
for a discount).  And if markets do better than 
expected or payrolls shrink, things could 
improve, eventually.
Yet, as DiNapoli suggests, those are big ifs:  “The 
economic backdrop,” the funds’ actuary wrote, 
“is one of turmoil and extraordinary uncertainty.”

The comptroller blames longer life spans and 
faster retirements for the bump-ups, which 
come after years of flat or declining 
contributions.  He also notes “slightly lower 
than expected investment results averaged 
over the last five years.”
True, those results include the massive falloff 
in the markets in March, when the pandemic 
broke out, and since then, they’ve rebounded 
considerably.  Yet given their volatility and 
the enormous uncertainty in the economy and 
in state and local budgets higher contributions 
are wise.
DiNapoli’s order doesn’t cover New York 
City’s pension funds, but they face the same 
environment. City Hall, which shelled out 
$9.7 billion for its pension funds last year, or 
about 33 percent of payroll, should also be 
prepared for the worst.
The first step for all governments:  Get a grip 
on benefits, most of which are fully 
guaranteed (unlike in the private sector) and 
backed by taxpayers.
Just as DiNapoli dropped his news, the 
Empire Center reported a whopping 6,178 
state and local retirees were eligible for six-
figure pensions last year, more than double 
the number in 2015.  Many collect more than 
$200,000 a year.
Last year, a Post exposé revealed how some 
workers, particularly at the LIRR, wildly pad 
overtime before retiring, helping to inflate 
their pensions.  State lawmakers need to rein 
in such largesse but instead keep adding new 
sweeteners to buy unions’ support.
Equally critical: Get the economy going. That 
will gin up more tax revenue to cover higher 
pension costs and bolster the markets, helping 
to reduce those costs. 
How? By keeping tax rates down and letting 
businesses open, open, open.

https://nypost.com/2020/08/06/the-best-fix-for-ny-govt-budgets-juice-the-economy/
https://nypost.com/tag/coronavirus-in-ny/
https://nypost.com/2019/04/24/lirr-retirees-overtime-more-than-doubles-his-pension/%22%20%5Cl%20%22:~:text=This%20Long%20Island%20Rail%20Road,over%20the%20past%20three%20years


 
 

 

 
 
 
 

      
        

  

 
    

     

 

         
      

    
 

   
     

ABOVE AMOUNTS 

Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
 
NAME________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________HOME PHONE________________ 
 
SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird)  
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________      __________________________ 
City                       State             Zip                      area code & Phone Number  

 
WIFE’S FIRST NAME___________CELL PHONE________________  
 

D.O.B____________DATE APPOINTED__________DATE RETIRED____________ 
 
RANK___UNITS NED (last First)_______________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, Inc.      Mail to:       
                         

 
  

                                                          
 
 
 
 
   
 

For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to our Memorial Services
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For membership trustee use only: Amt. $_________  
E-Mail Address____________________________

    Check #______ 
Roster____

Mailing Address ____ 
Dues_______

JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien Rd. Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO OUR MEMORIAL SERVICES TO BE 
HELD IN FEB. PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE

   
  

unless you place a check mark in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the 
newsletter via email ONLY.

                  
                       

                 
               

                 
               

                 
               

Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues will be $25.00 ____ (place a 
check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address

FDNY Florida Retirees
Martin/Saint Lucie Division



F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV. 
3061 SE. DARIEN  RD. 
PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813 

 www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com 



 

Upcoming Events 
Columbus Day, Monday October 12th                                                                                                                                                                           

Executive Board Meeting, Monday, October 26th 6:45pm                                                                       
Monthly Meeting, Monday, October 26th 7:30pm                                          

Halloween, Saturday, October 31st

A Veteran, whether active duty, retired, National Guard or Reserve is someone who
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United 
States of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is honor, 
and there are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it.

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation 
gone under!  Ronald Regan
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Happy Ha
lloween

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
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