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It is with regret that the FDNY Florida Retirees Martin/St Lucie 
Division announces the death of their former member Harry Ehlen 
which occurred on February 2, 2010. He was appointed April 18, 
1960 and retired July 3, 1981. Harry was assigned to Engine 315.

Brothers 

As of now, the only thing I have to report is that our 
organization had a fun night out Thursday, Feb. 20th. 
 It was a comedy show called "LAUGHTER SAVE'S 
LIVES." This is our 4th year supporting this great cause. It's 
a benefit for FDNY brothers that are having a hard time 
financially. We had an awesome turnout we sold 50 tickets. 
There were six comedians all very funny; it also came with 
an Italian dinner all for $15.00 a head. 
  
 I had to cancel our March meeting because of the 
CORONAVIRUS, the way it looks at this time of my report, 
we will have to cancel our APRIL MEETING. 
  
STAY SAFE BROTHERS WASH YOUR HANDS, WEAR 
GLOVES, WEAR MASKS, AND STAY HOME. 
  

Lou Malizia, President 
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New York City Office of Labor Relations 
Health Benefits Program 

22 Cortlandt Street - 12th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 

nyc.gov/hbp 

2019 Medicare Part B Premium Reimbursement 
ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED 

QUESTIONS 

The standard reimbursement amount for 
Calendar Year 2019 is $109.00 per person, per 
month. For those newly enrolled in Medicare in 
2019, currently, the standard amount is $135.50.  
The reimbursements will be issued in April.  If you 
are currently receiving your pension check through 
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) or direct deposit, 
your Medicare Part B reimbursement will be 
deposited directly into your bank account. This will 
be a separate payment from your pension payment.  
If you don’t have EFT or direct deposit, you will 
receive a check in the mail in April. Question: 
How do I enroll for the Medicare Part B 
reimbursement?  
Answer:  Complete the Medicare Part B 
Reimbursement Program Application and return it 
with a copy of your Medicare card to the address 
listed above, Attention: Medicare Unit.  
Question: I am a City retiree.  Is my spouse/
domestic partner/Medicare-eligible dependent 
entitled to the Medicare Part B reimbursement?  
Answer: Yes. They are eligible if they are covered 
under your City health plan and enrolled in 
Medicare Part B Reimbursement and the health 
plan has the dependent in Medicare status. 
Complete the Medicare Part B Reimbursement 
Program Application and return it with a copy of 
their Medicare card to the address listed above, 
Attention: Medicare Unit.  
Question: I received the standard premium 
amount of $109.00 per month for 2019 for the 
Medicare Part B reimbursement.  However, I 
paid more than the standard amount. Can I be 
reimbursed for the difference?  

Answer: Yes. If your 2019 monthly Medicare Part 
B premium was between $110.00 and $135.50, 
you may be eligible for an additional 
reimbursement amount referred to as a differential 
payment.  In order to receive the differential 
payment, the retiree and/or dependent must 
submit a copy of proof of this additional payment 
(for example, the Form SSA-1099, bank 
statements, CMS-500 Notice of Medicare 
Payment Due) to our office for review. If 
approved, you will receive the differential 
payment during the first quarter of 2021. For 
further information and to download the Medicare 
Part B Differential Request form, visit our 
website at nyc.gov/hbp .  
If, however, you are enrolled in Medicare Part B 
as of 2016, you should have received 
reimbursement of $135.50 per month 
automatically and no action will be required on 
your part.  
Question: Many people received their 
reimbursement and I didn’t get mine yet. 
What should I do?  
Answer: Medicare reimbursements were 
deposited directly into the same account that you 
use for your pension payment. Please check your 
bank statement.  
Question: I don’t have direct deposit for my 
pension payment and still have not received 
my Medicare reimbursement. What should I 
do?  
Answer: You should write to the address listed 
above, Attention: Medicare Unit. Please include 
your name, retiree spouse’s name (if applicable) 
retiree's Social Security number, agency from 
which the retiree retired, current address, 
telephone number, and a copy of your Medicare 
card/ your spouse’s Medicare card (if applicable). 
This review process may take up to 8 weeks from 
receipt of the above information.  
Question: The reimbursement I received is not 
the correct amount. What should I do?  
Answer: You should write to the address listed 
above, Attention: Medicare Unit. Include your 
name, Social Security number, current address 
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and telephone number, and a copy of your Medicare card. 
State the reason you believe the amount is incorrect. This 
process may take up to 8 weeks from receipt of the 
information. Question: The check that I received is 
torn/ripped and the bank will not cash it. What should 
I do?  
Answer: You should return the check to the address listed 
above, Attention: Medicare Unit. Include your name and 
Social Security number. It may take up to 8 weeks for a 
replacement check to be issued.  
Question: I am the retiree and received a 
reimbursement for my spouse/domestic partner/
Medicareeligible dependent who died during the 
reimbursement year. What should I do?  
Answer: Contact the Health Benefits Program in writing. 
Include both the retiree’s and deceased individual’s name, 
both Social Security numbers, address, phone number and 
a copy of the death certificate. Mail the information to the 
address listed above, Attention: Medicare Unit.  
Question: My spouse/dependent was a City retiree who 
died before the reimbursements were issued.  How do I 
claim the reimbursement?  
Answer: You should write to the address listed above, 
Attention: Medicare Unit. Include the retiree’s name and 
Social Security number, your name, your address, phone 
number and a copy of the death certificate. Upon receipt 
of the death certificate, we will contact you if further 
documentation is required.  
Question: Do I have to re-enroll every year for the 
Medicare Part B Reimbursement?  
Answer: No, but if you change your address, or if one of 
the eligible Medicare Part B recipients dies, you must 
notify the Health Benefits Program, in writing.  
Question: What if my bank account information 
changes?  
Answer: Please notify your pension system directly of any 
bank account changes. The changes will be automatically 
used for the Medicare Part B reimbursements. Question: I 
paid more than the standard premium for Medicare 
Part B. Am I entitled to the higher premium 
reimbursement (IRMAA)?  
Answer: You may be entitled to the higher reimbursement 
through Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount 
(IRMAA). Vist our website at nyc.gov/hbp for further 
information.           https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/olr/
downloads/pdf/health/faq-medicare-part-b.pdf 

SB 484: First Responder Property Tax 
Exemption 

GENERAL BILL by Simmons ; (CO-INTRODUCERS) 
Book ; Baxley ; Gruters 

First Responder Property Tax Exemption; 
Revising the definition of the term “first 
responder” for purposes of eligibility for the tax 
exemption to include a law enforcement officer 
or firefighter who, before becoming a resident of 
this state, sustained a total and permanent 
disability in the line of duty while serving as a 
full-time paid law enforcement officer or 
firefighter in another state; defining the term 
“law enforcement officer," etc. 

Effective Date: 7/1/2020  
Last Action: 3/14/2020 Senate - Died in 
Finance and Tax 
Bill Text: Web Page | PDF  

Yes I know. I put out a message on it, it died in 
the house. That low-life Bobby Payne 
killed it in committee by not allowing it to be 
heard. Once that happened it could not proceed in 
the Senate. I also learned later that a National 
1013 officer was actually working against 
us.  Kind of difficult to get a bill passed when a 
moron who is one of your own is undermining 
the effort.  I was asked if I wanted to try it again 
but I don't see the point. Really sorry for all who 
were trying to help.   
Every so often there is a rat in the woodpile.  
Anyone who wishes to discuss it give me a call.  
As you know typing is a problem for me Stay 
safe. Jim 
Jim Bonfort   Office 407 865 5999, Cell   321 262 
3223   Fax 407 865 7867 
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T HIS story is about a ball, the most wonderful ball 
ever invented. It's better than a baseball, basketball or 
football. It's better than any ball you can name.  It was 

gone for 20 years, but it is back now. 
It is called a Spaldeen, which might not mean 
anything to you, unless you grew up on the East 
Coast, preferably New York City before 1979.  I grew 
up in Brooklyn in the 1950s and 1960s, which 
means my childhood memories are filled with 
Spaldeens.  
Starting in the 1920s, the Spalding Co. manufactured 
tennis balls at its home base in Chicopee, Mass.  But 
overruns would occur, so there wasn't enough of the 
fuzzy stuff for the outside of the tennis balls.  Some 
anonymous genius and I use that word "genius" with 
reverence got the idea to market the bright 
pink, unused rubber cores as the "Spalding High-
Bounce Ball."  
Because New York City people don't talk so good, 
they pronounced Spalding as "Spaldeen" as in, "Hey, 
Joey, you wanna play?  I got a Spaldeen."  
Spalding would box the Spaldeens and ship them 
down to New York City, where kids would buy them 
for a quarter each.  And, my God, when you bought a 
brand new Spaldeen, the aroma alone would cause 
ecstasy; it was the smell of Bazooka bubble gum and 
summer and childhood and joy and hope.  
Then you would go out and play.  All those legendary 
New York City street games began and ended with 
Spaldeens.  I'm talking about games you've heard 
about but might never have played stickball, 
punchball, stoopball, hit the penny and a million 
others.  
When it came to inventing games with a Spaldeen, the 
only limit was your imagination.   
We didn't have baseball fields or any other kinds of 
fields.  We played ball on playgrounds really slabs of 
concrete surrounded by cyclone fences or we played 
in the street, using sewer covers as bases. 
The virtue of a Spaldeen, besides that you could 
whack it a mile, was that it didn't break things.  You 
hit Mrs. Smith's Olds 88 with a Spaldeen, no big deal.  
No broken glass.  No broken mirror.  No broken 
nothin'.  Of course, Mrs. Smith would come running 

down her steps, screaming, "I'm gonna tell your mutha." 
 I apologize, Mrs. Smith, wherever you are. 
I mostly played in the playground of P.S. 97. And every 
kid would come to the playground with a Spaldeen in his 
back pocket.  If someone had a stick, we'd play stickball.   
The stick was an old broom handle or a dowel from the 
closet.  We'd draw a box on the wall and pitch to it, and if 
the batter hit it over the fence, it was a homer. We'd play 
handball with the Spaldeen, and sometimes we'd go to a 
friend's house for stoopball.  A kid would throw the ball 
at the steps in front of someone's house, and as the ball 
sailed back, you'd try to catch it on a fly.  If it bounced 
once, it was a single,  twice a double, and so on. 
But the king of Spaldeen games all over New York City 
was punchball.  You'd toss the ball over your head.  You'd 
swing down overhand as if you were serving a tennis 
ball. And then you'd punch it with your closed fist.  Guys 
could hit it 200 feet, long fly balls that seemed to never 
come down.  The puncher would be running around the 
bases painted squares on the playground's grimy concrete 
while the outfielders ran like mad after the Spaldeen.  
THOSE WERE THE DAYS MY FRIEND WE 
THOUGHT THEY'D NEVER END !!!! 

Happy Land: 30 Years after the Club Fire that 
Killed 87 People 

News 12 - March 26, 2020  

Thirty years ago Wednesday, a Bronx club was set on 
fire by an arsonist. The fire killed 87 people.  The Happy 
Land Social Club was an illegal club that only had one 
exit. Convicted arsonist Julio Gonzalez had gotten into an 
argument with his ex-girlfriend that night and got kicked 
out of the club.  Gonzalez came back with gasoline and 
matches and lit the only exit on fire.  He was sentenced to 
25 years in prison. Gonzalez died in state prison in 2016. 

 

Murphy showed up at Mass one Sunday and the 
priest almost fell down when he saw him.  He never been 
to church in his life. 
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After Mass, the priest caught up with him & said, 
Murphy, I am so glad you decided to come to Mass.  
What made you come? 
Murphy said, I got to be honest with you Father, a 
while back, I misplaced me hat and I really, really love 
that hat.  
I know that McGlynn had a hat just like mine and I 
knew he came to church every Sunday.  I also knew 
that he had to take off his hat during mass and figured 
he would leave it in the back of church.  So, I 
was going to leave after Communion and steal 
McGlynn hat.  The priest said, Well, Murphy, I notice 
that you didn’t steal McGlynn hat. What changed your 
mind?  Murphy replied, well, after I heard your sermon 
on the 10 Commandments I decided that I didn’t need 
to steal McGlynn hat after all. 
With a tear in his eye the priest gave Murphy a big 
smile and said, after I talked about Thou Shalt Not 
Steal you decided you would rather do without your hat 
than burn in hell.  Murphy slowly shook his head. No, 
Father, after you talked about  Thou Shalt Not Commit 
Adultery and that reminded me where I left me hat. 

 

Billy was having trouble in school. His teacher 
constantly yelled at him, "You're driving me crazy, 
Billy! Can't you learn anything"  Billy's mother met 
with his teacher at fall conferences.  The teacher told 
her Billy was a disaster, getting the lowest marks of any 
of her students.  She had never had such an 
unmotivated and ignorant boy in her teaching career.  
Billy's mom, shocked at the feedback, withdrew her 
son, moving from Detroit to Cleveland. 
25 years later, the teacher was diagnosed with severe 
cardiac disease. Her doctors advised open heart surgery 
that only one surgeon at the Cleveland Clinic could 
perform. 
The teacher decided to have the procedure which was 
remarkably successful.  
In the recovery room, she saw the young doctor who 
headed her surgical team, smiling down at her.  She 
wanted to thank him.  Instead, her face turned blue as 
she tried to speak and she quickly died.  The doctor was 
shocked, wondering what went suddenly wrong.  When 
the doctor turned to leave the room, he saw Billy, the 

janitor at the Clinic, had unplugged the life-support 
equipment in order to plug in his vacuum cleaner. 
If you thought that Billy had become a heart-surgeon, 
there is a good chance you'll vote for Bernie Sanders 
or Joe Biden! 

 

FDNY Auto Mechanic from Staten Island 
Dies of Coronavirus 

NY Post - March 30, 2020 by Kenneth Garger 

An FDNY auto mechanic died from coronavirus 
on Sunday the department’s first known employee to 
succumb to the illness. 
James Villecco, of Staten Island, worked in the 
FDNY’s Bureau of Fleet Services since 2014. He was 
55 years old. 
“Behind the thousands of calls our members respond 
to every day is a team of dedicated and skilled 
mechanics who ensure our ambulances are running 
24/7,” FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro said in a 
statement. 
“James Villecco was one of those truly unsung heroes 
in our Department whose outstanding work provided 
medical care for the people of our city. The entire 
Department mourns his loss.” 
Villecco worked at repair shops in Coney Island and 
Queens during his tenure. 
He leaves behind his wife, Joy, and daughter, Jessica. 

Shaffer Automotive  
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              

L1 Certified MV-42144 

Over 25 years Experience                         
10% Discount given to members 

880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

772-334-3413          Ask for Ken                              
Fax 244-2886 
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FDNY Firefighter Tests Positive for 
Coronavirus, Second Member of 
Department to Contract Illness 

NY Daily News - March 15, 2020  by Esha Ray, Graham Rayman 
and Thomas Tracy 

An FDNY firefighter has tested positive for 
coronavirus, the second member of the department to 
contract the illness, officials said Saturday. 
The firefighter, a captain assigned to Battalion 43 in 
Coney Island, Brooklyn, contracted the virus while 
off-duty and through “community exposure” and not 
through a patient, the FDNY said. 
“While asymptomatic, this member worked three tours 
in the last week, but did not respond to any medical 
calls and had no contact with patients.  The member, 
and 33 additional Firefighters, will be self-quarantined 
and the firehouse will be decontaminated.  Currently, 
99 total FDNY members are self-quarantined," a 
department spokesman said Saturday. 
Mayor de Blasio said the firehouse would be cleaned 
and up and running by Saturday evening, and 
firefighters who had no direct contact with the 
sickened captain would take over once the station is 
decontaminated. 
“The member worked from Sunday through Tuesday, 
went home Tuesday with symptoms and tested positive 
late yesterday,” de Blasio said at coronavirus update 
briefing Saturday. 
The stricken captain and the quarantined firefighters 
are all resting at their homes, officials said.  The 
station house he’s assigned to houses battalion offices 

as well as an engine company and a ladder company, 
sources said. 
An FDNY EMT tested positive for COVID-19 earlier 
this week.  The EMT was not exposed to the virus 
through patient contact but is believed to have contracted 
the illness from someone who recently traveled abroad, 
the department said. 
In an effort to sideline any further spread, the department 
is rejiggering firefighter and EMS member schedules “to 
increase social distancing where possible, limit member 
to member contact within our ranks," an FDNY 
spokesman said. 
The rescheduling “will not impact our operational 
response, only the scheduling of our workforce,” the 
spokesman said. 
On the EMS side, all training and re-certification courses 
have been suspended for the next month, according to 
sources.  No medics will be moved from EMS station to 
station to prevent any COIVID-19 spread. 
Members are also being asked to keep an extra uniform 
in their vehicle for an immediate change if they come 
across someone with coronavirus symptoms. 
With a second member coming down with the 
potentially deadly disease, Gerard Fitzgerald, the 
president of the FDNY’s Uniformed Firefighters 
Association wants the city to provide expedited testing 
to any member who exhibits symptoms “to ensure the  
safety of all our members from the coronavirus.”  Right 
now the city has no testing plan in place for first 
responders. 
“We will not allow our members to be put at risk,” 
Fitzgerald said.  "The health, safety, protection and well 
being of our firefighters is our paramount concern." 
Jake Lemonda, the president of the Uniformed Fire 
Officers Association, said that his office is working with 
other FDNY and EMS unions, the city and healthcare 
experts to “take actions to protect the entire 
membership.” 
“This is a very serious situation that needs to be 
monitored closely while all firefighters and fire officers 
continue their duties protecting the citizens of New 
York,” Lemonda said. 
A department spokesman did not comment on calls for 
expedited testing, but said that any FDNY member who 
feels they are coming down with coronavirus symptoms 

http://www.PSL.MinutemanPress.com
http://www.PSL.MinutemanPress.com
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should contact the department’s health services division 
immediately. 
“Appropriate actions are taken from there,” the 
spokesman said. 
Since the beginning of the year, FDNY medical calls 
have increased by 5%, officials said. While calls about 
patients with respiratory illnesses are down slightly, the 
FDNY has responded to 350 “fever/cough” calls since 
the end of January. 

 

First Responders Need Protection: Let's Not 
Repeat the Mistake of 9/11 As We Fight 

Coronavirus 

NY Daily News - By ANDREW GOUNARDES  March 26, 2020 

New York City is at the heart of the coronavirus 
crisis.  Each day, we see the grim tally as 
hospitalizations and deaths rise.  To beat this pandemic, 
our city is relying on health-care workers, first 
responders and public servants. 
But these workers cannot protect us if we don’t protect 
them.  I am deeply alarmed by the stories of rationed 
masks and hazardous working conditions that our 
frontline workers are facing. 
After 9/11 we should have learned our lesson:  Never 
send first responders to do their jobs without proper 
protection and a clear sense of the risks.  We failed to 
do that, and 20 years later, people are paying the price. 
We can’t repeat the mistakes of the past.  We have to 
take immediate action to protect those who are fighting 
this deadly battle on our behalf. 
First, we need to immediately procure more protective 
gear.  Masks and eye shields, which are supposed to be 
single-use, are being re-used amidst the shortage.  
The FDNY is also rationing protective gear and no 
longer allows ambulance crews to carry a supply of 
N95 masks.  A week ago, the Police Benevolent 
Association raised the red flag that officers weren’t 
being given sufficient gear to protect themselves. 
In other words, we are sending our troops into war 
unarmed. 
On March 19, Mayor de Blasio called on the federal 
government to provide 3 million  

N95 masks, 50 million surgical masks, 15,000 
ventilators, and 45 million each of surgical gowns, 
coveralls, gloves and face shields. 
The president could do it, if he would use the Defense 
Production Act, a Korean War-era law that allows the 
federal government to mandate that domestic companies 
manufacture essential supplies.  While he has said many 
times that he will consider doing so if needed, he fails to 
recognize that the need is already here. 
We can’t tell nurses or EMS workers to re-use masks, or 
choose between NYPD and FDNY.  We can’t say grocery 
store workers and transit workers can’t have masks and 
gloves because nurses need them.  All of these workers 
are essential and every single one of them needs 
protection. 
At this very moment, NYC first responders and essential 
workers are out on the front lines without the gear that 
they need. That’s unacceptable. 
Gov. Cuomo has significantly boosted production and 
has had success in procuring supplies, and New York 
City has also received some personal protective 
equipment from FEMA and the Strategic National 
Stockpile, though far from enough.  
Companies have also stepped up to manufacture or 
donate these goods. 
But as the governor points out, as long as states bid 
against one another, this problem  
can’t be solved. 
The federal government needs to step in, now.  They 
should have done so weeks ago. 
We must also ensure first responders have access to the 
tests they need.  
New guidelines specify that even if these workers have 
been exposed to a coronavirus patient, they should 
continue to report to work if they remain asymptomatic.  
That means that asymptomatic workers who are known 
to have been exposed must be tested.  This applies to 
EMS workers, firefighters, NYPD, Transit workers and 
all those on the front lines.  Throughout those 
populations, the virus has already begun to spread. 
If the protective gear of an EMS worker assisting a 
COVID-19 patient is breached, that worker should be 
tested symptomatic or not.  If a health-care worker, 
transit worker, grocery store worker or child-care worker 
has a known exposure, they need testing so they can 
isolate, stop the spread and care for their own health. 
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As this disaster continues to unfold, a grateful city 
looks to its public servants and healthcare workers to 
pull us through this hard time. These essential workers 
must have every protection we can provide as they risk 
their own health and safety to protect our city. 
Gounardes is chair of the Committee on Civil Service 
& Pensions in the New York State Senate and 
represents parts of Brooklyn in the state Senate. 

 

Unions Call On City To Provide Tests for 
First Responders after Brooklyn Firefighters 

Test Positive for Covid-19 

The Brooklyn Paper - March 18, 2020 by Ben Verde 

The unions representing New York City’s 
firefighters are calling on the city to administer tests to 
its first responders, as the number of civil service 
members testing positive for coronavirus grows. 
Two members of New York’s Bravest, as well as one 
EMT, have tested positive in Brooklyn, while at least 
100 other firefighters remain under quarantine 
citywide.  
Union leaders say their members need to be tested to 
prevent community spread, which could lead to further 
public safety risks. 
“If the fire department goes down, that puts lives in 
danger in numerous other ways,” said Gerard 
Fitzgerald, president of the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association at a press conference on Monday.  “If we 
start losing firehouses because of the quarantine, if we 
get too many members that are exposed to the disease, 
that could be catastrophic.” 
Fitzgerald argued that all first responders should be 
tested by the city, so they know right away who needs 
to be quarantined. 
“All first responders should [get the test],” he said. 
“We’re the ones on the front lines, we need to keep 
ourselves safe so that we can be there for the public.” 
In Brooklyn, 35 firefighters are under quarantine after 
working alongside a smoke-eater who tested positive, 
but not one of those firefighters has received a test 
because they are not showing symptoms.  Union 

officials say those firefighters should receive tests 
because they still could be infected. 
“The biggest thing we can do is limit the cross-
contamination of each other and focus on the job which is 
at hand,” said Jake LeMonda, president of the Uniformed 
Fire Officers Association. 
Due to the scarcity of COVID-19 test kits, tests are being 
limited to those who are particularly at risk and are 
exhibiting symptoms. 
“We have to focus on the folks who have the clearer 
symptoms and the folks who are in the greatest danger 
and the folks who have a nexus to travel or an existing 
positive case,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said on March 12, 
further noting that the city wants to do wide-scale testing 
but is unable to without help from the federal 
government. 
Along with firefighters and EMTs, police personnel have 
tested positive for the virus as well, including NYPD 
Transit Chief Ed Delatorre. 

 

NYPD, FDNY Hit with Growing Number of 
Coronavirus Cases Within Their Ranks 

NY Post - March 20, 2020 by Craig McCarthy and Tina Moore 

The NYPD has 20 confirmed cases of coronavirus 
while 14 members with the FDNY have been infected 
with the virus, The Post learned on Thursday night. 
The uptick in sick first responders comes as the state 
ramped up its testing for COVID-19 sending the number 
of confirmed cases soaring to more than 4,100 statewide, 
with 2,469 in the Big Apple alone.  The condition of the 
34 first responders was not known. 
Officials have said it was only a matter of time before a 
number of cops would come down with the virus due to 
their continued interaction with the public.  Numbers are 
expected to continue rising among the rank-and-file in 
NYPD and FDNY. 
About 42 NYPD cops were spotted in just two days 
getting tested at the Jones Beach drive-thru coronavirus 
testing facility, a handful of driving up in unmarked, take-
home department vehicles, one police source told The 
Post.  A spokesman for the NYPD would not give a break 
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down on where the infected officers were assigned but 
confirmed that the number of cops out sick has 
increased, again.  “Sick numbers are up for the second 
day in a row not hugely up but we are watching the 
numbers,” the spokesperson said. 
“They are higher than yesterday.” 
Around 1,300 cops were out ill on Wednesday.  That 
was about an uptick of 300 members from the typical 
number, which the spokesman said is about 1,000 
cops out of department’s total 36,000 members. 
Cops have bemoaned the top brass’ response to the 
outbreak in New York City, according to sources who 
previously told The Post that officers feel as if their 
well-being is inconsequential. 
In city jails, four corrections officers have tested 
positive for the virus along with one inmate.  Health 
officials were also monitoring at least eight inmates 
from Rikers Island after they showed symptoms 
similar to the bug. 

 

Dozens of Members of FDNY Test Positive 
for Coronavirus 

Fox 5 - March 24, 2020 

NEW YORK - 46 members of the FDNY have 
tested positive for the coronavirus as of Monday, 
according to the fire commissioner. 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro held a media 
availability to discuss how COVID-19 is affecting the 
department. 
He says only two members of the department are 
hospitalized and the rest of the victims are recovering 
at home. 
Nigro says among the infected are firefighters, EMS 
workers and civilians who work for the department. 
More than 10,000 people in New York City have 
tested positive for the virus. 
The NYPD previously reported that 98 members have 
tested positive for COVID-19 and three members of 
the department were hospitalized. 

https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/03/
layoffs-possibility-in-city-and-state.html

Layoffs a Possibility In City and State Due To 
Virus's Economic Toll 

By RICHARD STEIER - The Chief - 3/31/20 

Cuomo: Feds' Stimulus Bill Too Stingy to Cover 
Mounting Shortfall  

The possibility of layoffs in city and state government 
to cope with the economic fallout of the coronavirus 
pandemic took a turn for the worse when the U.S. Senate 
approved a stimulus bill expected to be passed by the 
House of Representatives and then signed into law by 
President Trump that Governor Cuomo said badly 
shortchanged the state. 
Even before that measure was fleshed out, Mayor de 
Blasio March 24 ordered his agency heads to come up 
with a combined $1.3 billion in budget cuts.  When he 
was asked about the possibility that some municipal 
workers could lose their jobs, he said he did not believe 
his commissioners had "to think in terms of that.  But we 
have a very, very tough road up ahead." 
The following day, Governor Cuomo was sharply critical 
of the $2-trillion stimulus bill on which a tentative 
agreement had been reached in the Republican-led Senate, 
saying it allocated just $3.8 billion for New York State 
even though it has suffered the greatest impact from the 
coronavirus of any state both economically and in the 
number of cases and fatalities. If enacted, he told reporters 
at a briefing in Albany, the measure "would really be 
terrible" for the state. 
By the following morning, New York's share of the 
stimulus had grown to $5 billion, but Mr. Cuomo said that 
was still well short of compensating for "a tremendous 
loss of revenue" from the effects of the virus that he 
estimated totaled $10-$15 billion. And, he noted, the 
Federal money was earmarked strictly for spending to 
deal with the virus and could not be used to abate the 
economic losses. 
"I find it irresponsible, I find it reckless," he said during 
his late-morning briefing. "This is the time for 
governmental leaders to stop making excuses and just do 
your jobs," adding that he believed Senators had failed to 
"do the right thing." 
State Budget Director Robert Mujica said, "We'll adjust 
spending according to how the revenues come in." 
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The shortfall of relief compounded the task the 
Governor and state legislators were facing in reaching 
an agreement on a budget for the fiscal year that will 
begin April 1.  He said it was likely that whatever 
spending plan was agreed to would have to be 
adjusted regularly, perhaps on a quarterly basis, 
depending on how long it took to stem the rise in 
COVID-19 cases, which as he spoke had reached 
37,258 statewide, with 385 deaths, and included 
21,393 cases in the five boroughs. 
One of those victims, Uniformed Sanitationmen's 
Association President Harry Nespoli, after saying his 
condition was improving echoed the Governor's 
dismay with how the state was being treated, adding, 
"It's not right what they're doing to New York City." 
In his role as head of the umbrella group for all city 
unions, the Municipal Labor Committee, he said he 
had chatted with several labor leaders after the Mayor 
did not rule out the possibility of layoffs but that they 
were "not really" concerned at least prior to Mr. 
Cuomo's remarks a few hours before the phone 
interview. 
He questioned the practicality of layoffs in the 
Sanitation Department, where there have been  
96 positive cases, saying that despite the risks of 
infection that go with collection work, "The men and 
women are doing a hell of a job out there." 
Despite the troubling fiscal situation and the 
continuing search for enough ventilators to meet a 
worst-case need of 40,000 at a time when the state has 
just 12,000 on hand, the Governor said the number of 
retired health professionals who volunteered their 
services, as well as 8,600 mental-health professionals 
from other states who offered to assist 6,100 here in 
providing free counseling to New Yorkers was a 
source of "such strength and inspiration." 
As he has regularly done during his daily briefings, he 
lauded the people who have continued reporting to 
their jobs daily because they can't be performed from 
home, from cops, firefighters, nurses and transit 
workers to grocers and pharmacists who have 
remained open to provide needed food and medication 
at some risk to their own health. 
"When I feel tired, I think of the first-responders who 
are every day showing up," the Governor said. "Yes, 

we're tired, but look at what others among us have to 
do." 
He was asked about overcrowding at city hospitals, 
with one reporter noting that Elmhurst Hospital in 
Queens, which earlier in the week suffered 13 
patient deaths in a 24-hour period, was laboring at 125-
percent patient capacity. 
Asked whether he was considering transferring some 
patients at municipal hospitals to underutilized 
facilities upstate, he said he was "not eager" to do that, 
in part because it would force their families to travel 
long distances to see them.  He said the first step would 
be to see whether those patients could be shifted to 
beds elsewhere in the NYC Health+Hospitals network, 
and alternatively to newly constructed facilities within 
the city and vicinity. 
Just before he began taking questions, Mr. Cuomo said, 
"We're going to get through this.  
The only question is when we get through this and how 
we get through this." 

 

To All: 
On June 30th/July 1st, 1975 the City of New York laid 
off thousands of city employees including police 
officers and fire fighters to name a few.  Nobody 
thought this could ever happen to a city like New York.  
Believe me it happened! I was one of the unlucky guys 
that turned in his shield, ID card and both of my guns. I 
realize that the city will be facing some hard times.  As 
a retiree, I am  concerned about my future Medicare 
Part B reimbursement, COLA’s and even the VSF also 
known as the Define Benefit. Regarding the VSF, can 
somebody with knowledge please get back to me. If I 
remember correctly the State of New York Legislators 
can suspend or stop payments?  I’m not looking to 
panic anybody.  We need to know the ramifications if 
any!  With the economic down spin prior to the 
Coronavirus, we as retirees need to be concern.Taxes 
are not being collected because all large stores like 
Macy’s are closed!  This month is the 2019 Medicare 
Part B reimbursements.  I believe the comptrollers 
office is already set up to disburse the monies.  My 
concern is the future payments!  Let’s hope I’m over 
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reacting and everything works out OK. Stay Safe, 
and Stay Healthy!  Alan B 
TPR:  Alan, 
"The State retains the right to Amend, Modify or 
Repeal"... jg 

https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/03/
layoffs-possibility-in-city-and-state.html 

 

Florida governor finally issues coronavirus 
stay-at-home order 

By Mark Moore  NY Post  April 1, 2020  

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis announced a 
statewide stay-at-home order on Wednesday as the 
Sunshine State’s coronavirus cases neared 7,000, 
according to a report. 
DeSantis, a Republican, said the order would go 
into effect at midnight Thursday and excludes 
essential services, the NBC station in 
Miami reported. 
“Given the unique situation in Florida I’m going to 
be doing an executive order today directing all 
Floridians to limit movements and personal 
interactions outside the home to only those 
necessary to obtain or provide essential services or 
conduct essential activities,” DeSantis said at a 
news conference. 
The governor came under mounting criticism to 
close down the state as hordes of spring breakers 
descended on Florida in recent weeks and beaches 
remained open. 
His order follows President Trump 
predicting 100,000 to 240,000 Americans could 
diefrom the pandemic – even with mitigation efforts 
like social distancing. 
Florida has 6,955 cases and the death toll is 87. 

129 NYPD Officers, 46 FDNY Firefighters 
Test Positive for COVID-19 

7 Online - March 25, 2020 

'

NEW YORK CITY (WABC) -- There are now 
12,000 confirmed cases of coronavirus in New York 
City, which include those on the frontlines in the 
NYPD and the FDNY. 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro says 46 members 
have tested positive for COVID-19, and two of 
hospitalized. 
An investigation continues into how they contracted 
the virus. 
"It's very personal," Nigro said. "Each and every day I 
get a report, the numbers climb.  
I don't know what the number will be, but I do know 
it will climb considerably higher." 
Additionally, the NYPD has also seen a rise in cases.  
As of Monday evening, there are now 129 members 
that have tested positive for the virus.  "We are the 
epicenter of this crisis," Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
Monday during his daily briefing. 

If you receive a paper copy of 
the newsletter and will be 

returning to the north notify 
John Carino at 

nyfd@comcast.nety or call 
772-335-8112 so your 

newsletter goes north instead of 
coming back to me. 
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV. 
3061 SE. DARIEN  RD. 
PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813 

 www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events 
Palm Sunday, April 5th                                                                                                        

Passover begins @ sundown, Wednesday,  April 8th                                                                                                                         
Good Friday, April 10th                                                                                                          

Easter Sunday, April 12th                                                                                                        
Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22nd                                                                                    

Executive Board Meeting, Monday, April 27th  6:45pm ?????????                                      
Monthly Meeting, Monday April 27th 7:30pm ?????????????????                                                                             

Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas.  Hold them in your 
loving hands and protect them as they protect us."  Let's all keep those currently serving and those who 
have gone before in our thoughts. They are the reason for the many freedoms we enjoy.                                                                                                                              

"In God We Trust." 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

