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HELLO BROTHERS, 

Merry Christmas Happy Hanukkah and a Happy New Year 
to you & your loved ones 

It is with regret that the FDNY Florida Retirees 
Martin/St Lucie Div. announces the death of our former 
member Joe Williams which occurred on October 28, 
2020.  Joe was assigned to L6, L-111, DOT and retired 
from L-176.        . 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
Thank God 2020 is almost over it was a tough year for all of 
America. 
  
With that being said THERE WILL BE NO CHRISTMAS 
PARTY THIS YEAR, sorry brothers but we just can't take a 
chance of anyone catching the virus it's better to be safe then 
sorry, there's always next year.    

Merry Christmas Brothers & stay safe!! 

THERE WILL BE A DECEMBER MEETING on 
December 28, 2020. 

Lou Malizia, President

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 

Martin/St. Lucie Division 

November 2020 
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Annual Memorial Service
Monday, Feb. 24, 2020 VFW Hall @ 7:30pm

Members, former members, wives, girlfriends, friends are welcome to attend.
A brief ceremony including the playing of the bagpipes that will be followed by food and coffee.  The 

service will take the place of our regular monthly meeting.  Hope to see you there to honor our 
deceased 61 brothers.  If you have a uniform shirt please wear it with blue pants (no shorts please.)          

                                                                                                                                          
In  Memoriam    

Loving memories never die, as years roll on and days pass by. 
 In our hearts a memory is kept, of ones we loved and will never forget. 

Brothers of Martin/St. Lucie Division who have answered their last alarm

God Rest Their Souls 

Sal Alogna                       
Robert Barnickel               
Albert Benton 
Robert Bering                  
Peter Bongo                        
James Boyle                            
George Brandenberger       
William Carew                   
Henry Carroll 
Robert Carruthers               
Robert Castagna                
Steve Cea           
William Colandrea                     
Kevin Collins                      
Charles Costello           
Jack Creeden                              
James Cummings               
Robert Dielman           
William Dietrich                        
Michael Dunne                  
Harry Elhen 
Frank Gallaggher                       
James Geraghty                 
Emil Giordano 
Thomas Jones                             
William Jones                    

Andy Kavasansky           
Bill Kelly                                      
Michael Killarney             
Vincent Kirk           
James Leddy                               
Camillo Larstanna           
Harold Lehman  
Peter Loscalzo                                
James Manahan                
John McAndrews           
Richard McCormack                  
Walter McGill                    
Glen Meyer           
Victor MoKarry                           
Edward Mulvihill              
William Monahan           
Richard Nagle                             
John Nerney                      
Albert Puig            
Fred Plate                                     
William Quinn                   
John Schneider                         
Eugene Sinnott 
Ray Skinner                       
Thomas Sleap           

Ray Smith                                 
Robert Smith                      
Joseph Toto 
Serafino Valardi                            
Ronald Weir                       
Robert Wendel           
Wally Westervelt  
James Wheeler                   
Joseph Williams            
Robert Winning                             
William Yeager 
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Overtime for uniformed NYPD soared 24 
percent in fiscal year 2020 

By Dean Balsamini NY Post November 28, 2020            

                                                                                                                                               

Uniformed NYPD officers saw a near 25 
percent surge last fiscal year in overtime 
pay from three years ago a protest-fueled 

windfall that has plummeted over the past four 
months, city data obtained by The Post reveal. 
Fiscal year 2020, which began July 1, 2019 and 
ended June 30 this year, saw $721,394,734 spent 
on overtime, a jump boosted by rioting and 
protests in the wake of George Floyd’s police-
custody death in Minneapolis, according to the 
watchdog Independent Budget Office. 
Overtime spending was roughly $54 million a 
month in FY 2020, but June is the outlier when a 
staggering $179 million was spent, according to 
the data.  In all of FY 2018 the city spent 
$589,293,350 on uniformed NYPD OT, roughly 
24 percent less than FY2020, according to the 
IBO. 
But in the first four months of the current fiscal 
year, overtime is at about $112 million, which 
projects to a 34 percent decrease compared to FY 
2020, the numbers show. 
“A good deal of the drop is attributable to 
cancellation of major events (such as parades) 
that normally take place every year,” the IBO’s 
senior budget analyst Bernard O’Brien told The 
Post. 
“The drop from last year’s heightened overtime 
spending is also tied to a good deal of subsiding 
of major protest activities that occurred in May 
and June of 2020 (the final two months of FY 
2020),” he added. 
Police overtime was reduced as part of the City 
Council budget in July in response to the financial 
load from the corona virus and the push to defund 
police departments nationwide in the wake 
of Floyd’s May 25 death. 

In crafting the budget, Mayor de Blasio and Council 
Speaker Corey Johnson struck a deal that claimed to 
either cut or reallocate roughly $800 million from 
the NYPD’s budget by slashing overtime spending 
and transferring the school safety division back to 
the Department of Education. 
Budget watchdogs believe the overtime savings will 
not bear out. 
In July, the IBO projected the NYPD would blow its 
new overtime cap by $400 million, essentially 
undoing the biggest proposed spending cut the 
department faced in the city’s new budget.  “When 
we decided on the $400 million re-estimate figure 
back in June 2020, there were many uncertainties,” 
O’Brien said, adding that the current fiscal year still 
has a ways to go.  “There are of course still 
uncertainties.” 

Picked up a hitch hiker, seemed like a nice 
guy.  After a few miles, he asked me if I 
wasn’t afraid that he might be a serial 

killer?  I told him that the odds of two serial 
killers being in the same car were extremely 
unlikely.   

Mayor Announces Launch of 911 Response 
Teams for Mental Health Calls 

BY ANNA LUCENTE STERLING NEW YORK CITY  NOV. 
10, 2020 

NEW YORK - Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced a new program that will remove 
the NYPD from responding to emergency 

calls for people dealing with mental health crises, 
and instead will establish emergency responder 
teams that include health professionals and crisis 

https://nypost.com/2020/07/21/nypd-estimated-to-blow-new-overtime-cap-by-400m-watchdog/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/21/nypd-estimated-to-blow-new-overtime-cap-by-400m-watchdog/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/21/nypd-estimated-to-blow-new-overtime-cap-by-400m-watchdog/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/21/nypd-estimated-to-blow-new-overtime-cap-by-400m-watchdog/
https://nypost.com/author/dbalsamininyp/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/01/city-council-passes-budget-with-1-billion-nypd-cut/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/01/city-council-passes-budget-with-1-billion-nypd-cut/
https://nypost.com/2020/05/26/minneapolis-cop-puts-knee-on-neck-of-black-man-who-later-died-video/
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workers.  The pilot program will launch in 
February 2021 in two high-need neighborhoods 
that have yet to be determined. 
“We have to learn from this crisis,” said de Blasio 
at his daily press briefing.  
“It pointed out such horrible disparities that we 
have to address, but it also brought issues to the 
fore in a new way, and nowhere is that more true 
than at the top with mental health.”  The initiative 
will be a first for the city, which currently 
responds to all mental health 911 calls by sending 
NYPD officers and FDNY Emergency Medical 
Services EMTs, regardless of whether a crime has 
been involved or whether there is an imminent 
threat of violence.  “This is the first time in our 
history that health professionals will be the default 
responders to mental health emergencies, an 
approach that is more compassionate and 
effective for better long term outcomes,” said 
First Lady Chirlaine McCray, who is behind the 
program’s launch. 
Last year, there were 170,000 mental health calls 
made to 911, according to McCray.  The majority 
of those calls, or approximately one call every 
three minutes, were made by people needing help 
and where there was no indication of violence, she 
said.  “There is a myth out there that people who 
suffer from a mental illness are violent and that is 
one of the things that we work very hard to dispel 
with the work we’ve been doing around mental 
health,” McCray said. 
If a call is made and it’s determined that there is a 
risk of violence or that a weapon is present, an 
NYPD officer will be sent along with the health 
professional and EMS.   
A similar program was introduced in 2019, but was 
put on pause, according to Susan Herman, director 
of ThriveNYC.  In the new initiative, NYPD 
officers will be excluded from 911 responses if the 
situation has been deemed non-violent.  
“The co-response teams that a lot of people are 
familiar with now police officers and clinicians 
typically act in pro-active ways to either prevent a 
crisis from occurring in the first place because 
someone has signaled they are worried about 
somebody's violent behavior or help stabilize 

people after a crisis,” Herman explained.  “We 
had planned a pilot where these co-response 
teams of officers and clinicians would respond in 
911 calls.  We’re holding off on that to see if an 
even more health-centered approach to these 
kinds of mental health emergencies would be 
successful in New York as it has been 
elsewhere.”  NYPD officers and FDNY 
Emergency Medical Services EMTs will continue 
to provide coordinated responses to mental health 
emergencies in all other precincts outside of the 
two included in the pilot program.    
“We have to get it right from the beginning so it 
can become something much bigger for the city of 
New York and for the people that need our help,” 
said de Blasio. 

FDNY calendar’s Miss March sues city over 
‘jealous’ female boss 

By Sara Dorn NY Post November 7, 2020   

An EMT who posed for the FDNY’s sexy 
Calendar of Heroes is suing the 
department for discrimination, charging 

her “jealous” female boss branded her a “calendar 
girl” as part of a vicious retaliation campaign. 
Soon after Margot Loth, 36, showcased her sleeve 
of tattoos, washboard abs and belly ring as Miss 
March 2019, her oppressive boss, then Capt. 
Donna Tiberi, 47, came after her, Loth claims in a 
lawsuit filed Saturday in Manhattan federal court. 
“The men in this calendar are celebrated as 
handsome heroes, not targeted and harassed,” 
seethed Loth’s lawyer, Vincent White of White, 
Hilftery & Albanese. “Jealousy and a double 
standard could end up costing New York City and 
the FDNY millions when they can least afford it.” 
Before being belittled by Tiberi, who has since 
been promoted to deputy chief, Loth said she was 
honored to be included in the famed annual 

https://www.thecity.nyc/health/2019/10/21/21210751/no-more-edps-nypd-s-emergency-plan-to-deal-with-mentally-ill-new-yorkers
https://nypost.com/author/sara-dorn/
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fundraising calendar, which features buff, shirtless 
firemen and stunning FDNY women in sports bras 
and suspenders. 
“I know some very strong and beautiful women 
from the previous calendars and they were such an 
inspiration to me,” Loth said when the sexy shot 
debuted in July 2018. “We are a force to be 
reckoned with in this department.  We are 
comfortable with our skills, strong, confident, and 
we look out for each other.  We are opening doors 
and breaking glass ceilings, and I am proud to be a 
part of it.” 
But pride turned to anxiety and anger over the next 
two years as, the lawsuit claims, Tiberi filed bogus 
disciplinary infractions against Loth, refused her 
overtime, blocked her from promotion, and put the 
kibosh on her gig driving FDNY chiefs. 
And behind her back, the callous captain began 
referring to Loth as the “calendar girl” to 
colleagues “in a disparaging manner,” the suit 
alleges. 
The FDNY boss “seems to hold ire for ‘attractive’ 
employees,'” White told The Post. 
Tiberi, who has worked for the FDNY for at least 
12 years and is the daughter of a retired lieutenant, 
made a habit of bullying young, ambitious EMTS 
and medics, court papers allege. 
“Tiberi exhibits a pattern of reprimanding/
targeting career-oriented and strong female 
subordinates in a way she does not to male[s],” 
according  to the lawsuit, which seeks unspecified 
damages. 
“The FDNY is a male-dominated place, only so 
much room for advancement for females in the 
workplace,” said White.  “There appears to be 
gender motivations from Tiberi for that reason.”  
Loth, who joined the FDNY’s Emergency Medical 
Service in 2011,  boasted glowing employee 
evaluations, took on extra assignments, such as 
hazardous materials instructor and was preparing 
to enroll in paramedic courses toward a promotion, 
the suit says.  Around the same time she posed in 
the calendar, Loth served as a witness in another 

female EMT’s gender-discrimination complaint 
against Tiberi. That’s when the manipulative boss 
began to set up roadblocks in Loth’s career path, she 
claims.  She also began to dispute her payroll, such 
as overtime worked during the NYC Marathon.  
When she complained, she was docked four 
vacation days.  Loth refused to accept the discipline 
and got her union rep involved, which landed the 
dispute in the department’s Bureau of Investigations 
and Trials. 
Not long after the marathon debate, Loth discovered 
her sneaker laces had been cut in the locker room, 
the suit says.  Loth later learned Tiberi had a history 
of sabotaging the shoes of female underlings, 
according to court papers.  Tiberi accused Loth of 
breaking into her office, a charge that was later 
dismissed, the suit says.  Loth later learned that 
Tiberi had launched a similar break-in allegation 
against another female FDNY member, court papers 
say. 
Tiberi again refused to approve Loth’s OT this time 
for the four hours she spent testifying in a fellow 
EMT’s discrimination case against the supervisor, 
court papers say.  At least four other women were 
witnesses to the complaint filed with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, according to 
Loth’s lawsuit. 
Loth also lost an estimated 60 hours of OT when 
two chiefs she had been driving were ordered to stop 
using her as a chauffeur, the suit says. 
Then, Loth alleges Tiberi delayed her performance 
review for so long that she was prohibited from 
enrolling in medic courses she needed to be 
promoted. 
In another instance, Loth and her ambulance partner 
were admonished for returning to the station before 
their shift ended, according to court papers.  Tiberi 
gave the male partner a warning, but issued a 
harsher command discipline to Loth that escalated to 
an internal investigation. 
The suit also notes a slew of disturbing instances in 
which Tiberi allegedly targeted other young, female 
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employees.  One female paramedic transferred 
because of the torment, the suit alleges. 
Rather than intervene, the FDNY “failed to 
address” Tiberi’s behavior, the suit claims. 
Tiberi, when reached by phone at her Staten Island 
home Saturday, hung up on a reporter.  An FDNY 
spokesman initially declined to comment, citing 
pending litigation. 
After the article was published, FDNY spokesman 
Frank Dwyer said “FDNY EEO investigated the 
claims and found they were unsubstantiated.” 

When returning to sunny Florida please 
let John Carino (nyfd@comcast.net or 
772-335-8112) know so your newsletter 
go to Florida instead of the cold North. 

FDNY won’t require medics and firefighters 
to get new COVID-19 vaccine 

By Susan Edelman and Melissa Klein  November 28, 2020 |
 11:26am  

New York City medics and firefighters will 
be among the first in line for the new 
COVID-19 vaccines as early as mid-

December but they will not be required to take it.  
The FDNY told its members, including Emergency 
Medical Service workers, in an internal order 
Friday that it would soon provide the eagerly-
awaited vaccine to first responders. 
“Vaccination will NOT be mandatory, but the 
Department recommends that members consider 
the overall benefits,” Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro and Chief of Department John Sudnik wrote 
in the order, obtained by The Post. 

One veteran FDNY member said the lack of a 
mandate will put the public at risk. 
“Unvaccinated first-responders have the potential for 
being carriers, and therefore can infect others from 
the firehouse to the public at large, including our 
most vulnerable citizens,” the member said. 
He added, “The public has no way of knowing who 
took the vaccine and who didn’t. You could be 
Typhoid Mary Imagine a crew going into a nursing 
home, and three or four are not vaccinated.  They 
could spread it to everybody and kill people.” 
The FDNY spokesman Frank Dwyer would only say 
“There is currently no legal requirement for anyone 
to take a COVID-19 vaccine.” 
City Hall did not immediately respond to a request 
for comment. 
Eleven FDNY members have died of COVID-19 
including four EMTs. 
The FDNY edict could set the stage for schools, with 
teachers also being vaccinated only voluntarily. 
The leaders of two FDNY unions agreed with the 
voluntary distribution of the vaccine, but said they 
did not press the department to make it policy. 
“Members should take the opportunity to get the 
vaccine if it makes them feel safer, but it should be 
an individual choice,” said Oren Barzilay, president 
of Local 2507, Uniformed EMTs, Paramedics and 
Inspectors. 
Vincent Variale, president of the Uniformed EMS 
Officers’ Union, said the FDNY did not ask for his 
union’s input but said its position is well-known. 
“We’ve always been against mandatory vaccination 
of members. Our position is that everybody has a 
right to decide what they want to put in their bodies, 
and nobody should be forced to take something they 
don’t agree with,” he said. 
Anthony Almojera, vice president of the union, said 
he was in favor of the vaccine but added, “I cannot 
force a needle in someone’s arm.” 
“As long as the vaccine is proven safe and effective, 
we will implore as many people as possible to get it 
for their personal safety as well as the safety of their 
families and the patients they take care of,” he said. 

mailto:nyfd@comcast.net
https://nypost.com/author/susan-edelman/
https://nypost.com/author/melissa-klein/
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Reaction among FDNY members commenting on 
The Rant chat board was mixed. 
“I will not consider the Red Death vaccine, until 
there is more long term statistics,” one commenter 
wrote. 
Another embraced it while addressing naysayers: 
“You won’t take a vaccine to potentially protect ur 
loved ones at home from bringing COVID into ur 
house? I will be taking it if offered, I value my 
families well being over my own.” 
Pfizer and BioNTech asked the Food and Drug 
Administration for emergency use authorization 
for their vaccine, which was said to be 95 percent 
effective, on Nov. 20. A decision is expected early 
next month. 
Distribution guidelines are still being finalized.  A 
vote by a CDC advisory committee is expected 
Tuesday.  Right now the three levels of 
government the feds, city and state do not appear 
to be exactly on the same page. 
Dr. Robert Redfield, head of the CDC, has said 
the government will likely recommend that the 
shot go first to nursing home residents and then to 
healthcare workers. 
Under the state’s vaccine distribution plan, health 
care workers, including EMTs and paramedics, 
will get top priority to receive the shots along with 
nursing home residents and those who care for 
them. The next phase of distribution will include 
first responders like firefighters and police officers. 
The city’s plan is focusing first on a “phase 1a” 
with health care workers and then a “phase 1b” 
with those older than 65, nursing home residents 
and essential workers. 
Daniel Salmon, the head of the Institute for 
Vaccine Safety at Johns Hopkins University, said 
the practical implications of a vaccine mandate had 
to be considered. 
“You have to think about pragmatically what 
impact does it have.  
If the answer is that it helps some people to get the 
vaccine, but at the same time it creates some ardent 
refusers and they become outspoken and vocal, 

you can very well do more harm than good,” Salmon 
said. 
Dr. David Battinelli, the chief medical officer at 
Northwell Health, the state’s largest hospital 
network, said it would not initially mandate that 
employees get a vaccine that had only received 
emergency approval. Formal FDA licensure could 
come in two or three months. 
“It will be entirely their choice,” he said. 
Battinelli said he imagined staff would want the shot, 
and that the hospital had enough freezers on hand to 
properly store the vaccine, which must be kept at 
minus 94 degrees Fahrenheit. 
“We’re fully prepared to distribute the vaccine,” he 
said. 

 
‘It shouldn’t have happened to him’: NYC public 

high school teacher dies in crash with off-duty 
FDNY firefighter driving wrong way 

By BRITTANY KRIEGSTEIN, THOMAS 
TRACY, GRAHAM RAYMAN and WES PARNELL 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS NOV 30, 2020  

An off-duty FDNY firefighter, driving the wrong 
way on a parkway, killed a beloved Queens 
public high school teacher set to be married, the 

Daily News has learned. 
Firefighter Joseph Norris, 38, was driving the wrong way 
down Sunken Meadow Parkway near Smithtown, L.I., 
when he crashed into a 2007 Mazda CX7, killing driver 
Anthony Mariano, 44, about 7:30 p.m. Nov. 20th, sources 
said.  “It shouldn’t have happened to him,” said 
Mariano’s devastated fiancée, Christie Azzolini, 41.  
“He’s the type of guy who would give you the shirt off of 
his back.  He would literally do anything for anyone.”  
Norris, who lives in Babylon, was driving a 2008 
Chevrolet Colorado pickup truck south in the northbound 
lane near when he collided head-on with Mariano near 
exit SM3.  Mariano, a social studies teacher for 17 years 
at Benjamin N. Cardozo High School in Bayside, was 

https://nypost.com/2020/11/14/pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-spurs-wave-of-freezer-panic-buying/
https://www.nydailynews.com/brittany-kriegstein-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/thomas-tracy-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/thomas-tracy-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/graham-rayman-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/wes-parnell-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://nypost.com/2020/11/24/covid-19-vaccine-will-likely-be-rolled-out-by-mid-december-cdc/
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soon to marry Azzolini, his girlfriend of 10 years.  The 
coronavirus pandemic prompted them to push their 
wedding back from last July to next summer. “Dear 
God, it’s just terrible,” said Mariano’s mom, Claudia 
Mariano, 78, as she wept.  “I haven’t been able to talk 
about it, it’s been a little difficult, I’m a little numb.”  
Mariano’s career as a teacher has served as a 
surprising source of comfort for the family and 
testament to his legacy.  “The students, it’s amazing 
what they’re saying” said Azzolini.  
“It’s an outpouring. Anthony would be so proud.”  
“Being a schoolteacher, he knew to put his kids front 
and center,” said the victim’s twin brother Matthew 
Mariano, 44.  “He wasn’t telling them what to do, he 
was instilling the knowledge that allowed them to 
become the people they needed to be. That’s how he 
led his life.  It wasn’t about him.”  First responders 
found Mariano, who lives in Kings Park, dead at the 
scene. They rushed Norris to Southside Hospital in 
Bayshore in critical condition. Sources said Norris 
may lose both his legs due to the crash. 
No charges have been filed as cops continue to 
investigate the crash.  A woman who answered the 
door at Norris’ home declined to comment Sunday.  
Mariano was coming from Matthew’s house to see 
Azzolini and was going to pick up a pizza when 
Norris slammed into him.  “Anthony was the most 
cautious driver,” Azzolini said.  “Anytime you got in 
the car with him, if he saw somebody with a 
cellphone, he would be like ‘Put your phone down.’”  
Top of Form 
Bottom of Form 
“If someone was riding too close to him he would put 
his hand out the window and be like, ‘Back up,’” she 
added.  The family has mixed emotions towards the 
firefighter who ended the beloved teacher’s life.  
“Matt’s a very forgiving person and I would say that 
I’m not feeling the same forgiveness that he is right 
now,” said Azzolini, holding back tears.  “Anthony 
was my future and getting on the highway the wrong 
way, that should not have happened.  
That should not have happened.”  In the wake of 
Mariano’s death, his family told friends and relatives 
to give the money to two local charities he cared 
about: an animal shelter and a sports program for 

underserved youth.  “Anthony was a huge animal lover,” 
Azzolini said.  “An FDNY spokesman on Sunday 
confirmed Norris was still hospitalized and referred any 
inquiries about the crash to Suffolk County authorities. 

NEW Off-duty FDNY firefighter charged with 
DWI in wrong-way crash that killed beloved 

Queens public school teacher 

By BRITTANY KRIEGSTEIN, THOMAS 
TRACY and ROCCO PARASCANDOLA 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS NOV 30, 2020 AT 4:24 PM 

An off-duty FDNY firefighter who killed a Queens 
public high school teacher in a wrong-way crash was 
drunk behind the wheel, New York State Police said 
Monday. 
Firefighter Joseph Norris, 38, has been charged with 
driving while intoxicated. 
Anthony Mariano, 44, was killed on Nov. 20, 2020, 
when a wrong-way driver hit his car on the Sunken 
Meadow Parkway on Long Island. 
Norris was driving his 2008 Chevrolet Colorado the 
wrong way down Sunken Meadow Parkway near 
Smithtown, L.I., when he crashed head on into a 2007 
Mazda CX7 about 7:30 p.m. Nov. 20.  The Mazda 
driver, Anthony Mariano, 44, died at the scene.  
He was picking up pizza for his fiancee when he was 
killed. 
Norris, who lives in Babylon, was rushed in critical 
condition to Southside Hospital, authorities said. He 
could lose both legs. 
Mariano, a social studies teacher for 17 years at 
Benjamin N. Cardozo High School in Bayside, was 
set to be married in July but he and fiancee Christie 
Azzolini, 41, pushed back the wedding to next 
summer because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
On Monday, Azzolini said she suspected Norris was 
drunk from when she first learned of the crash.  
“When you’re driving the wrong way on the parkway 
I don’t think we’re too surprised by this.  It seems 
like this happens far too often in New York, people 
getting on the road the wrong way,” she said.  “I think 
we’re just trying to wrap our arms around 

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.nydailynews.com/brittany-kriegstein-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/thomas-tracy-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/thomas-tracy-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/rocco-parascandola-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-fdny-firefighter-wrong-way-20201130-rtw32oi45jfffmxcmy4vclrcau-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-fdny-firefighter-wrong-way-20201130-rtw32oi45jfffmxcmy4vclrcau-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-fdny-firefighter-wrong-way-20201130-rtw32oi45jfffmxcmy4vclrcau-story.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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everything.”  Relatives said Mariano was always a 
cautious driver. 
The victim’s twin brother, Matthew Mariano, 
lauded the victim as selfless, saying he always put 
his students “front and center.” 
“He wasn’t telling them what to do,” the brother 
said. “He was instilling the knowledge that 
allowed them to become the people they needed to 
be. That’s how he led his life. It wasn’t about 
him.” 

Shaffer Automotive 
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech             L1 
Certified MV-42144 

Over 25 years Experience                         
10% Discount given to members 

880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

Phone 772-334-3413                                   
Fax 772-244-2886 

Ask for Ken                              

 
Medicare Part B premiums will rise by 

2.7% in 2021 
Sarah O'Brien@SARAHTGOBRIEN 

KEY POINTS 
The $3.90 increase is 2.7% more than the 2020 
figure of $144.60. 
The standard monthly premium for Medicare 
Part B will be $148.50 in 2021. 

The deductible for Part B, which covers 
outpatient care, durable equipment and some other 
services, will be $203 next year, up $5 from $198 
in 2020. 
Meanwhile, the deductible for Medicare Part A 
(hospital coverage, which is per benefit period 
(which generally starts when you are admitted to 
the hospital) will be $1,484 in 2021, up $76 from 
this year's $1,408. 

FDNY Proposing Increase to Cost of Ride in 
Ambulances to Deal with Budget Cuts 

BY SPECTRUM NEWS STAFF NEW YORK CITY 
PUBLISHED  OCT. 02, 2020 

NEW YORK - The cost of a ride in a 
city ambulance could be going up. 
The FDNY is proposing an increase of 

its EMS fees to help deal with budget cuts 
brought on by the pandemic. 
If the proposal is approved, the cost of a 
medical call requiring life support services 
would go up from less than $800 to $900. 
New Yorkers NY1 spoke with believe it will 
have negative consequences. 
"My son's been in an ambulance before, and 
thank God we had insurance and we didn't 
have to worry about the cost.  But for those 
without insurance, another rate hike is 
incredible, it's ridiculous," said one New 
Yorker. 
"It definitely places at risk those who are more 
vulnerable. The most vulnerable among us 
might be more inclined to make higher-risk 
decisions," said another. 

https://www.cnbc.com/sarah-obrien/
https://twitter.com/@sarahtgobrien%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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A fire department spokesperson tells NY1 the 
last time the rate went up was early 2017. 

Estate planning 
Dave was a single guy, living at home with his father 
and working in the family business.  He knew that he 
would inherit a fortune once his sickly father died.  
Dave wanted two things: 
   • to learn how to invest his inheritance and, 
   • to find a wife to share his fortune. 
One evening at an investment meeting, he spotted the 
most beautiful woman he had ever seen. Her natural 
beauty took his breath away .  "I may look like just an 
ordinary man," he said to her, "but in just a few years, 
my father will die, and I'll inherit 20 million dollars."  
Impressed, the woman obtained his business card.  Two 
weeks later, she became his stepmother 

Firefighters and Advocates Applaud 
Restoration of 9/11 Funds for FDNY 

AM New York - October 27, 2020 

The Trump administration did an about-face over 
the weekend and restored $4 million that was 
siphoned from a 9/11 program designed to track 

and treat FDNY firefighters and medics suffering from 
illnesses related to work at World Trade Center after 
the terror attacks.   
The Treasury Department started withholding parts of 
payments meant to cover medical services for 
firefighters, emergency medical technicians and 
paramedics treated by the FDNY World Trade Center 
Health Program, starting four years ago. 
The payments were siphoned as a result of a dispute 
between the city and federal government with the 
Treasury Department seeking to have the city pick up 
the tab on funds already distributed by Congress.  The 
payments were made by the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health, which oversees the 

program.  But instead, the Treasury Department began 
siphoning the money without having settled the 
disagreement with the city. 
Treasury reversed and restored the funds when it 
became clear that the issue might become a campaign 
issue to be used against Trump.  Firefighter Anthony 
Mazzariello, a firefighter for 24 years, but decided to 
retire in August when he contracted thyroid and 
testicular cancers that are being blamed on 9/11 related 
illness.  While his care was not heavily impacted, he 
did notice that there were fewer doctors and other 
health care professionals in the medical office. 
Mazzariello was present on 9/11 and worked in the 
recovery of firefighters after attacks.  
Up until August, he worked at Engine 97 in the Bronx 
and “I really didn’t want to retire.”   
“I wasn’t planning on retirement, but after the last 
surgery, things just weren’t the same,” said 
Mazzariello who is married with a step-son.  “I 
thought I could be liability, I didn’t have the same 
energy I never felt the same and things changed.  This 
last one was wake up call.   
Get out while still have some health.”  He said he 
relies on the medical office for maintenance drugs for 
his illnesses and his doctor visits.  “I guess now they 
can afford more doctors but it won’t be long till more 
of us are passing away from sickness past those we 
lost on that day,” he sighed.  Dr. Daivd Prezant, chief 
medical officer at the FDNY, told the Daily News that 
he was docked about half a million dollars each year 
in 2016 and 2017.n Then it crept up to about $630,000 
in 2018 and 2019.  This year, Treasury has nearly 
tripled its extractions, diverting $1.447 million 
through late August, according to the News.  Long 
Island Republican Congressman Pete King went to bat 
for the firefighters, after being a leader in the fight for 
the 9/11 Health Fund.  King was able to convince the 
administration that holding back the funds was “a 
mistake.”   Attorney Michael Barasch of the law firm 
Barasch and McGarry, representing thousands of 9/11 
victims, credited Congressman King for restoring the 
funds.  
He called him “our hero.”  “Peter King put pressure on 
the federal government and they reversed course this 

https://www.amny.com/
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should never have happened,” Barasch said.  “The 
money was earmarked to the FDNY medical office, 
so now they will be able to fund the doctors and 
nurses they need to take care of sick firefighters.”  
Barasch said it was even more important during the 
pandemic as “so many guys now have compromised 
immune systems and are sick during this COVID-19 
pandemic.”  “We are still losing people, so this was 
absolute insanity,” Barasch said. 

    

Pfizer 
The company Pfizer, that recently announced that 
they will soon be able to produce a highly 
effective vaccine against Covid-19, is the same 
company that created Viagra. Therefore, we 
should be able to fully accept the validity of their 
announcement.   
After all, if Pfizer was able to raise the dead, it 
should be much easier for them to cure the 
living.  But Trump is fuming mad because he 
believes that Pfizer deliberately delayed their 
announcement until after the election.  
Pzifer responded by quickly pointing out that 
their company has always been focused on 
erections not elections. 

 
Emotionally-disturbed teen attacks Bronx 

FDNY truck, threatens firefighter with 
machete 

By ROCCO PARASCANDOLA NEW YORK 
DAILY NEWS  OCT 30, 2020   

An emotionally-disturbed teen smashed an 
FDNY truck in the Bronx and menaced 
firefighters with a machete before 

surrendering to police, authorities said Friday. 
The teen was taken to Jacobi Medical Center for a 
psychological evaluation then charged with 
menacing, reckless endangerment, weapons 
possession and criminal mischief, police said. 
Cops said the teen has mental health issues and has 
previously lashed out in public. 
The latest incident happened around 10:30 a.m.  
Thursday near Boston Road and Pelham Parkway 
South in Allerton. 
Ladder Company 41 and Engine Company 90 
were responding to an accident involving an 
overturned vehicle when the teen, standing in the 
middle of traffic, hurled a rock at the rig, 
according to police and the firefighters’ union.  
The windshield of Engine 90 shattered, with the 
broken glass “covering the [driver] in glass,” the 
Uniformed Firefighters Association wrote on 
Instagram.  The driver was not hurt but slammed 
on the brakes.  The teen tried to get into the cabin 
of both Ladder 41 and Engine 90 but was 
unsuccessful, the union said.  As cops arrived, the 
teen ran off across the Bronx River Parkway. 
Officers caught up to the suspect more than a 
quarter-mile away, in the parking lot of the Bronx 
Zoo. 
One officer drew his weapon and ordered the teen 
to drop the machete, and he complied.  “Attacks 
like these, unfortunately, have happened to 
multiple FDNY firefighters and apparatuses as of 
late, either by rioters or by separate individuals,” 
the union said. “Something must be done about 
this before it only gets worse.” 
* For those that are enclosing $25.00, please 
indicate below, if you would like to receive a 
hard copy of the newsletter or donate 
$5.00 to the Memorial Services. If there is no 

https://www.nydailynews.com/rocco-parascandola-staff.html%22%20%5Cl%20%22nt=byline
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checked box $5.00 will be donated to the memorial service. 
*  Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for 2021 
will remain at $20.00  ____ (place a check here) 
*  Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues for 2021 will be $25.00  
____ (place a check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-
mail address    
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 2021  MEMORIAL SERVICES TO BE 
HELD ON FEB, 22, 2021 PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE 
ABOVE AMOUNTS 

                                       Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
NAME__________________________E-MAIL DDRESS_______________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________  HOME PHONE_______________ 

SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________            
City                             State             Zip          area code & Phone Number 
  
WIFE’S FIRST NAME__________________  CELL PHONE________________ 

D.O.B____________DATE APPOINTED_______DATE RETIRED____________ 

RANK___UNITS ASSIGNED (last first)___________________________________ 

                     Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, INC        Mail to:  
JOHN CARINO 
3061 Darien  Rd. 

    Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing  Address ____     
                                                        E-Mail Address___        Roster____                     Dues_______                                                                                                                                                             
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events
Pearl Harbor Day, Monday, December 7th                                                     

Hanukkah Begins, Thursday, December, 10th                                                               
Winter Starts, Thursday, December 21st                                                                                             

Christmas, Monday, December 25th                                                                           
Executive Board Meeting, Monday, December 28th @ 6:45pm                                       

Monthly Meeting, Monday, December 28th @ 7:30pm.                                                

Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas. 
 Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as they protect us."  Let's all keep 
those currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts. They are the 

reason for the many freedoms we enjoy.                                                                                   
"In God We Trust."If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will 

be a nation gone under!  Ronald Regan 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

HAPPY HANUKKAH

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

