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HELLO BROTHERS 

I hope by now every member is staying safe by wearing 
your mask & gloves when gathering among others.  As of 
now I haven't heard of any members or spouses that have 
contracted the corona virus.  That's the good news; the bad 
news is we will have to cancel our annual picnic this year. 

Because of this CORONA VIRUS I had to cancel March & 
April's meetings. The way it looks at this time of my report 
I will have to cancel May's meeting. 
  
STAY SAFE BROTHERS WASH YOUR 
HANDS, WEAR GLOVES, WEAR 
MASKS AND  STAY HOME. THIS WILL SOON PASS 
AND WE WILL GET BACK TO OUR LIVES.   

Lou Malizia, President 

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 

Martin/St. Lucie Division 

May 2020 
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https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/04/iaff-
schaitberger-issues-statement.html

IAFF: Schaitberger Issues 
Statement 

By Eric Lamar - 4/07/20

H e calls for unity amidst pension scam and growing 
probe.
President-for-life Harold Schaitberger posted 
a letter on the IAFF website in the face of 
mounting evidence of his unethical and corrupt 
actions. In it he tries to explain his on-going and 
unsuccessful attempt to cover up and downplay the 
revelations in secretary-treasurer Ed Kelly’s widely 
circulated memo which can be seen here. 
Kelly, the chief financial officer of the IAFF, is 
well placed to know about financial impropriety 
during Schaitberger’s long tenure.  Schaitberger is 
desperate to maintain control of the scandal by 
keeping it inside his IAFF while using district vice-
presidents like hostages surrounding a bank robber.  
He says, in recent weeks, our union, your Executive 
Board and I as your General president, have been 
hit with new, reckless and destructive attacks 
designed to rip at the very fabric of what we have 
built.  
These attacks are based on the inappropriate and 
unauthorized distribution of selective internal, 
privileged documents. 
The facts and allegations against Schaitberger are 
far from reckless.  Three separate legal counsels 
have all concluded that Schaitberger improperly 
received an IAFF pension for twenty years, over 
$1,000,000 is in play.  In fact, the vice-presidents 
have stopped that pension.  And there are many 
other serious problems. 
From the Kelly memo: 
• Failure to consult the treasurer of this 

organization (IAFF) is a blatant abuse of your  
Schaitberger’s] power.   
•  Systematic misrepresentations in financial 

reporting to the Executive Board.   

•    Failures to adhere to dictates of convention 
action and internal policies regarding financial 
operations 

• $6 million unaccounted for in inter fund 
balances 

• [Improperly] accessing employees email 
accounts 

• Your [Schaitberger’s] staff, at your direction, 
prohibits my [Kelly’s] ability to act as this 
organization’s record keeper.  

• Your [Schaitberger’s] sudden and subjective 
interpretation of the Constitution & ByLaws 
that you have the sole authority to sign all 
contracts is not supported by the longstanding 
practice in this organization. 

• Amendments to the Staff and Employee 
Pension Plans that were adopted in 2006, which 
were not approved by the Executive Board.  
These amendments provided unreduced early 
retirement benefits for certain former employees 
of the IAFF and have potentially added millions 
of dollars to the funding obligations of the Plans. 
• Two principal officers have accrued millions of 
dollars of benefits under a non-tax qualified 
retirement program covered by Internal Revenue 
Code Section 457(f), without the taxability of 
the benefits being reported to the IRS.  This will 
require the IAFF to file multiple years of 
retroactive amended Form W-2s to properly 
report the taxable benefits, with as yet unknown 
exposure to the IAFF for back taxes, penalties 
and interest. 
• We are currently under IRS audit on our 
457(b)-retirement program due to excess 
deferrals by certain individuals, including the 
General President. 
• The General President and former General 
Secretary-Treasurer began collecting their 
pension from the Staff Pension Plan when they 
were elected to their offices, even though they 
did not retire.  Three separate outside law firms 
have advised in writing that this was not allowed 
under the Internal Revenue Code.  This has 
resulted in over a million dollars of improper 
pension payments to these officers. 

https://www.iaff.org/uncategorized/an-attack-on-the-iaff-is-an-attack-on-all-of-us/?link_id=0&can_id=192c5b512a38d7256a635c86016b5bb3&source=email-tell-elected-officials-include-fire-department-needs-in-fema-public-assistance-requests-2&email_referrer=email_769664&email_subject=an-attack-on-the-iaff-is-an-attack-on-all-of-us&fbclid=IwAR3YVQVQ2ygMuj23mcgjFzj6q2b7BiEmGt0wzBYiumYmnH0_LwzhiUSFzQg%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.fireengineering.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2020/03/kelly-report-iaff.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.iaff.org/uncategorized/an-attack-on-the-iaff-is-an-attack-on-all-of-us/?link_id=0&can_id=192c5b512a38d7256a635c86016b5bb3&source=email-tell-elected-officials-include-fire-department-needs-in-fema-public-assistance-requests-2&email_referrer=email_769664&email_subject=an-attack-on-the-iaff-is-an-attack-on-all-of-us&fbclid=IwAR3YVQVQ2ygMuj23mcgjFzj6q2b7BiEmGt0wzBYiumYmnH0_LwzhiUSFzQg%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.fireengineering.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2020/03/kelly-report-iaff.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Page  of 3 13

• Millions of dollars in financial misreporting and 
millions of dollars in nondiscretionary funds that were 
utilized for purposes unrelated to their designation. 

Schaitberger attempts to rewrite history when he says, 
Internally, we have had many disagreements along the 
way, but there was never any personal hatred that 
sprung from it.  Everyone involved acted professionally 
and responsibly, regardless of his or her point of view.  
We were all united in one thing advancing this union 
on behalf of our members to the next level. 
Many IAFF leaders, including vice-presidents past and 
present, have felt the sting of the Schaitberger whip when 
he used his power to crush dissent or his perceived 
enemies. 
As just one example, Schaitberger spent $350,000 of 
member’s dues to hire an outside private investigator to 
spy on IAFF members and staff when he was caught in an 
earlier scandal. 
Schaitberger has neither acted professionally nor 
responsibly and the only thing he has advanced is his own 
greed through conflicts of interest, lying and cheating. 
Now, he’s been caught red-handed. 
Not only that, but sources report that the IRS, Department 
of Labor and the U.S. Attorney are all aware of what is 
going on at the IAFF. 
Schaitberger proclaims, Sadly, there will likely be more 
smear attempts against me, our current Executive Board 
and those who have served our union in the past. And 
about smearing, he once said of a local union president, 
Darren Bates, whom he was attempting to destroy, I can 
do anything I want, he’s not an employee. Harold 
Schaitberger is a master of the smear campaign. What’s 
going on at the IAFF is a ray of sunshine in a very dark 
room and the cockroaches are skittering into the shadows. 
Let the sun shine in.  Defeat Schaitberger’s Corruption: 
Share this post. 
https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/04/iaff-

schaitberger-issues-statement.html 

 

Council to FDNY: Look to Smaller, Shiftier Vehicles 
for EMS Responses 

Chief Leader - March 01, 2020 by BOB HENNELLY  
Increasing emergency medical call volume, climbing 
response times and worsening traffic congestion have 

prompted the chair of the City Council’s committee 
overseeing the Fire Department to introduce 
legislation requiring it to explore more nimble 
alternatives to an ambulance. 
In 2017, the FDNY deployed its first ASAP UTV 
four-wheel unit, which is far more compact than the 
standard ambulance and useful at scenes like 
Rockefeller Center at Christmastime, when the crush 
of tourists requires street closings. 
Segways or Scooters? 
Council Member Joseph Borelli, chair of the Fire and 
Emergency Management Committee, said in a City 
Hall interview that his legislation left it to the FDNY 
to decide whether to explore developing an EMT 
Segway, a conveyance widely used by police 
agencies, or a two-wheel motorized scooter. 
“Whatever they think works best to meet the goal of 
improving response times to patients,” he said.  “We 
don’t have to be totally reliant on the giant 
ambulances that just are not mobile in congested 
places like Times Square or at a big event at Jones 
Beach.” 
Chief Thomas Currao, who is in charge of 
Counterterrorism and Emergency Preparedness, 
testified that the Fire Department was already 
researching motorized alternatives to ambulances and 
their ASAP EMT units. 
“Our focus has not been on motorized scooters but 
rather the notion of whether it would be useful to 
incorporate a Segway-like personal transport device 
that could be modified for use by EMS personnel,” 
Mr. Currao said.  “We are aware of such devices 
being used in a law-enforcement context, and we 
know that at least one U.S. city is using a modified 
version for EMS personnel at a major airport.” 
Already Used by ‘Vollies’ 
Several years ago, the Daily News reported that 
Martin Grillo, a former Port Authority police officer 
who founded the Queens-based Emergency Medical 
Rescue of New York, had adapted a Segway for EMS 
response for the local volunteer ambulance corps. 
According to an online write-up on the units, they are 
“fully stocked with basic life support equipment and 
defibrillators” and were deployed at summer events 
like an outdoor concert at St. John’s University, a 

http://www.turnoutblog.com/2015/09/30/iaff-corruption-enter-some-private-dicks/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.turnoutblog.com/2014/04/29/iaff-the-story-of-a-house/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.turnoutblog.com/2014/05/07/ethics-the-darren-bates-story/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.chiefleader.com/
http://www.turnoutblog.com/2015/09/30/iaff-corruption-enter-some-private-dicks/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.turnoutblog.com/2014/04/29/iaff-the-story-of-a-house/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.turnoutblog.com/2014/05/07/ethics-the-darren-bates-story/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.chiefleader.com/
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“Duck Curry Festival” at Floyd Bennett Field and a 
“Back to the Beach” event on Staten Island. 
At the Feb. 24 Council hearing, officials with District 
Council 37’s Local 2507, which represents the city’s 
EMTs and Paramedics, were receptive to the FDNY 
exploring new technologies for improving response 
times but had some practical concerns. 
Carl Gandolfo, Local 2507’s recording secretary, said 
the FDNY’s ASAP UTV had already come in handy.  
“From what I understand, they were really successful 
at being  
Council Member Joseph Borelli, chair of the Fire and 
Emergency Management Committee, said in a City 
Hall interview that his legislation left it to the FDNY 
to decide whether to explore developing an EMT 
Segway, a conveyance widely used by police 
agencies, or a two-wheel motorized scooter. 
“Whatever they think works best to meet the goal of 
improving response times to patients,” he said.  “We 
don’t have to be totally reliant on the giant 
ambulances that just are not mobile in congested 
places like Times Square or at a big event at Jones 
Beach.” 
Chief Thomas Currao, who is in charge of 
Counterterrorism and Emergency Preparedness, 
testified that the Fire Department was already 
researching motorized alternatives to ambulances and 
their ASAP EMT units. 
“Our focus has not been on motorized scooters but 
rather the notion of whether it would be useful to 
incorporate a Segway-like personal transport device 
that could be modified for use by EMS personnel,” 
Mr. Currao said.  “We are aware of such devices being 
used in a law-enforcement context, and we know that 
at least one U.S. city is using a modified version for 
EMS personnel at a major airport.” 
Already Used by ‘Vollies’ 
Several years ago, the Daily News reported that 
Martin Grillo, a former Port Authority police officer 
who founded the Queens-based Emergency Medical 
Rescue of New York, had adapted a Segway for EMS 
response for the local volunteer ambulance corps. 
According to an online write-up on the units, they are 
“fully stocked with basic life support equipment and 
defibrillators” and were deployed at summer events 
like an outdoor concert at St. John’s University, a 

“Duck Curry Festival” at Floyd Bennett Field and a 
“Back to the Beach” event on Staten Island. 
At the Feb. 24 Council hearing, officials with District 
Council 37’s Local 2507, which represents the city’s 
EMTs and Paramedics, were receptive to the FDNY 
exploring new technologies for improving response times 
but had some practical concerns. 
Carl Gandolfo, Local 2507’s recording secretary, said the 
FDNY’s ASAP UTV had already come in handy.  “From 
what I understand, they were really successful at being  
able to navigate tight spaces and work well in places like 
Time Square, where you have pedestrian plazas set 
amidst crosstown gridlock traffic,” he said. 
Insists on Paired Response 
Local 2507 President Oren Barzilay told the Council it 
was important that the deployment of EMT Segways be 
done in pairs so that EMTs and Paramedics would not be 
handling medical calls without backup. 
“If this goes through, I want to see that it is mandated 
that two members will be responding,” he said.  “Our 
members are always facing the danger of being assaulted. 
Having just one EMT respond to a call would put that 
person in harm’s way.” 
Last year there was a record number of medical 
emergencies recorded 1,531,870 about 2,000 more than 
in 2018. 
EMS response times by ambulances slowed significantly, 
going from an average of 8:58 in FY 2018 to 9:22 in FY 
2019.  The latest number was a 23-percent jump from the 
7:11 average four years earlier. 
Union officials maintain the FDNY’s deteriorating 
emergency medical response times are linked to the job’s 
high turnover driven by EMTs leaving to join the fire 
side of the FDNY. 
We depend on the support of readers like you to help 
keep our publication strong and independent. Join us. 

 

A FASCINATING PIECE OF WWII 
HISTORY 
Great story 

It seems a lot of effort went into humiliating our 
former enemy.  Today it may seem to have been a 
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little heavy-handed, but back then, given the 
history of that war, it was no doubt the right thing 
to do. 
Why did the US choose a US Navy Iowa-class 
battleship as the location for Japan's surrender in 
World War 2 even though they were in Tokyo Bay 
and could have used a building on land?  Pure 
symbolism  
Nothing says "you're utterly defeated" than having 
to board the enemy's massive battleship in the 
waters of your own capital city.  A naval vessel is 
considered sovereign territory for the purposes of 
accepting a surrender.  You just don't get that if you 
borrow a ceremonial space from the host country.  
In addition, the Navy originally wanted the USS 
South Dakota to be the surrender site.  It was 
President Truman who changed it to USS Missouri, 
Missouri being Truman's home state.  The Japanese 
delegation had to travel across water to the 
Missouri, which sat at the center of a huge US 
fleet.  
It's a bit like those movie scenes where someone 
enters a big-wig's office, and the big-wig is sat 
silhouetted at the end of a long room, behind a 
massive desk.  
The appellant has to walk all the way to that desk 
along a featureless space, feeling small, exposed, 
vulnerable and comparatively worthless before the 
mogul enthroned in dramatic lighting before him.  
By the time he gets there the great speech he had 
prepared is reduced to a muttered sentence or two.  
In addition, the USS Missouri flew the flag of 
Commodore Perry's 19th century gun-boat diplomacy 
mission that opened the closeted Edo-era Japan to the 
world and forced upon them the Meiji restoration 
which ended the rule of the samurai class.  
The symbolism here is pretty clear - "this is how we 
want you to be, and remember what happens to 
countries that defy us."  It was particularly humiliating 
for a proud country like Japan, and that was entirely the 
point.  
The symbolism of the ceremony was even greater than 
that.  The ship was anchored at the precise latitude/
longitude recorded in Perry's log during his 1845 visit, 

symbolizing the purpose of both visits to open Japan 
to the West.  Perry's original flag was also present, 
having been flown all the way from the Naval 
Academy for the ceremony.  
When the Japanese delegation came aboard, they were 
forced to use an accommodation way (stairs) situated 
just forward of turret #1.  The freeboard (distance 
between the ship's deck and the water line) there 
makes the climb about twice as long as if it had been 
set up farther aft, where the freeboard of the ship is 
less.  
NOTE: This was even more of an issue for the 
Japanese surrender party as the senior member, 
Foreign Affairs Minister Shigemitsu, was crippled by 
an assassination attempt in 1932, losing his right leg in 
the process.  
The #1 and #2 turrets had been traversed about 20 
degrees to starboard.  
The ostensible reason for this was to get the turret 
overhangs out of the way to create more room for the 
ceremony on the starboard veranda deck, but in fact 
this would have only required traversing turret #2 had 
it been the real reason. However, the turret position 
also put the gun tubes directly over the heads of the 
Japanese.  
They were literally boarding the ship "under the gun”.  
The honor guard of US sailors (side boys) were all 
hand-picked to be over six feet tall, a further 
intimidation of the short-statured Japanese.  The 
surrender documents themselves, one copy for the 
Allies and one for the Japanese contained identical 
English-language texts, but the Allied copy was bound 
in good quality leather, while the Japanese copy was 
bound with light canvas whose stitching looked like it 
had been done by a drunken tailor using kite string.  
After the signing ceremony, the Japanese delegation 
was not invited for tea and cookies; they were shuffled 
off the ship as an Allied air armada of over 400 
aircraft flew overhead as a final reminder that 
American forces still had the ability to continue 
fighting should the Japanese have second thoughts on 
surrender.  
Now you know. 
In 2015, New York's Democrat Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
was faced with a decision: purchase a recommended 
16,000 ventilators to add to the state's pandemic 
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preparation stockpile, or spend the millions elsewhere.  
Cuomo chose to go the latter route, commissioning a 
task force led by his health commissioner, Howard 
Zucker, to come up with a rationing plan for using the 
state's existing ventilators should a pandemic scenario 
ever become reality.  In other words, create a death 
panel that will determine who gets the state's limited 
number of ventilators. 
Furthermore, instead of spending $576 million on 
16,000 ventilators, Cuomo elected to waste $750 
million of the state's budget on a solar-panel 
boondoggle known as the Buffalo Billion.  (https://
nypost.com/2018/07/13/cuomos-buffalo-billion-was-
beyond-corrupt/ ) Now, five short years later, that 
unthinkable pandemic is here and New York, the state 
hardest hit by the China Virus, (https://patriotpost.us/
alexander/68279-the-flu-and-you-covid-19-
coronavirus-perspective-and-
preparedness-2020-01-31?
mailing_id=4957&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
pp.email.4957&utm_campaign=digest&utm_content=
body) has been caught unprepared.  Cuomo daily begs 
the federal government for more ventilators as if it was 
the job of the federal government to ensure that states 
were fully prepared for whatever crisis may come 
along.  Former New York Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey 
recently blasted   Cuomo's decision to forgo the advice 
to stockpile ventilators, writing, "In New York, 
rationing ventilators should be unnecessary.  The state 
knew of the shortage, had the money, and should have 
bought the lifesaving equipment, instead of making a 
plan on who should live or die." 
(https://patriotpost.us/opinion/69295-new-yorks-
ventilator-rationing-plan-2020-03-18?
mailing_id=4957&utm_medium=email&utm_source=
pp.email.4957&utm_campaign=digest&utm_content=
body 
What is truly amazing is that, despite his glaring 
mismanagement on an issue after direct warnings, 
Cuomo's favorability has increased during this crisis.  
There are now many Democrats calling for him to be 
the party's presidential nominee as opposed to the 
increasingly frail Joe Biden. (https://patriotpost.us/
articles/69544-biden-struggles-for-relevance-during-
pandemic-2020-03-27?
mailing_id=4957&utm_medium=email&utm_source=

pp.email.4957&utm_campaign=digest&utm_content=bo
dy)  Much of Cuomo's current popularity can be tied 
directly to a fawning media led by his brother.  As the 
Washington Examiner's Eddie Scarry observes, "It's 
weird watching CNN's Chris Cuomo interview his 
brother, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, almost every 
single night, but it's even more weird that the national 
media are treating the governor like a hero. (https://
www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/andrew-
cuomos-coronavirus-response-is-overrated-by-an-
adoring-press) 
He has done nothing remarkable in managing his state's 
response to the coronavirus."  
In fact, Cuomo's decision five years ago has likely cost 
New York lives. 
https://patriotpost.us/opinion/69295-new-yorks-
ventilator-rationing-plan-2020-03-18?
mailing_id=4957&utm_medium=email&utm_source=pp
.email.4957&utm_campaign=digest&utm_content=body 

 
Firefighter Loses 5-Month-Old Daughter to 

Coronavirus 

NY Post - April 26, 2020 by Craig McCarthy  

An FDNY firefighter has lost his infant daughter to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, according to officials.  Young Jay-
Natalie La Santa died Monday just one week shy of 
turning 5 months old from complications with the 
coronavirus, according to the department’s Hispanic 
Society fraternal organization and a GoFundMe page. 
“One of the worst experiences as a parent is to go 
through the loss of a child.  It is with extreme sorrow to 
announce the passing of Jay-Natalie La Santa (5 months) 
daughter of our newest member to the Department and to 
the FDNY Hispanic Society family, Jerel and Lindsey La 
Santa,” the society wrote on Instagram. 
The parents, Jerel and Lindsey, who could not be 
immediately reached, plan to have a service for Jay-
Natalie on Facebook Live on May 2. 
“At first, Jerel and Lindsey were going to have an 
intimate service for Jay-Natalie. Because there has been 
such an outpouring of support they would like to extend 
an invitation to all for Jay’s virtual service,” the 
GoFundMe page reads. 

https://nypost.com/2018/07/13/cuomos-buffalo-billion-was-beyond-corrupt/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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As of Sunday morning, the GoFundMe (https://
www.gofundme.com/f/teamwarriorprincess) has raised 
nearly $40,000 for the baby’s medical expenses. 
The corona Virus traveled entire world from Wuhan but 

it did not reach Beijing and Shanghai can anybody 
put light? 

Looks So Logical.  After all Chinese Stock Market 
didn't crash. American and European Markets did.  

Destroy other markets and be ready to capture them in 
every way 

How to dominate the world quickly? 
THE GREAT CHINESE STAGE 

1. Create a virus and the antidote. 
2. Spread the virus. 
3. A demonstration of efficiency, building hospitals in 
a few days. After all, you were  
     already prepared, with the projects, ordering the 
equipment, hiring the labor, the         
     water and sewage network, the prefabricated 
building materials and stocked in an    
     impressive volume. 
4. Cause chaos in the world, starting with Europe. 
5. Quickly plaster the economy of dozens of countries. 
6. Stop production lines in factories in other countries. 
7. Cause stock markets to fall and buy companies at a 
bargain price. 
8. Quickly control the epidemic in your country.  After 
all, you were already prepared. 
9. Lower the price of commodities, including the price 
of oil you buy on a large scale. 
10. Get back to producing quickly while the world is at 
a standstill.  Buy what you negotiated cheaply in the 
crisis and sell more expensive what is lacking in 
countries that have paralyzed their industries. 
PS:  read the book by Chinese colonels Qiao Liang and 
Wang Xiangsui, from 1999, Unrestricted Warfare: 
Chinas master plan to destroy America, on Amazon.  
It's all there. 

Worth pondering 
Just Think about this.  How come Russia & North 
Korea are totally free of Covid- 19? Because they are 
staunch ally of China.  Not a single case reported from 
these countries.  On the other hand South Korea /
United Kingdom / Italy / Spain and Asia are severely 
hit  How come Wuhan is suddenly free from the 
deadly virus? 

China will say that their drastic initial measures they 
took was very stern and Wuhan was locked down to 
contain the spread to other areas.  I am sure they are 
using the  Antidote of the virus.  Why Beijing was not 
hit?  Why only Wuhan?  Kind of interesting to ponder 
upon right?  Well Wuhan is open for business now.  
America and all the above mentioned countries are 
devastated financially.  Soon American economy will 
collapse as planned by China.  China knows it 
CANNOT defeat America militarily as USA is at present 
THE MOST POWERFUL country in the world.  So use 
the virus to cripple the economy and paralyze the nation 
and its Defense capabilities.  I'm sure Nancy Pelosi got a 
part in this to topple Trump.  Lately President Trump 
was always telling of how GREAT American economy 
was improving in all fronts.   
The only way to destroy his vision of making 
AMERICA GREAT AGAIN is to create an economic 
havoc. 
Nancy Pelosi was unable to bring down Trump thru 
impeachment so work along with China to destroy 
Trump by releasing a virus.  Wuhan, s epidemic was a 
showcase.  
At the peak of the virus epidemic China's President Xi 
Jinping just wore a simple RM1 facemask to visit those 
effected areas.  As President he should be covered from 
head to toe but it was not the case.  He was already 
injected to resist any harm from the virus that means a 
cure was already in place before the virus was released. 
Some may ask Bill Gates already predicted the outbreak 
in 2015 so the Chinese agenda cannot be true.  The 
answer is YES...Bill Gates did predict but that prediction 
is based on a genuine virus outbreak.  Now China is also 
telling that the virus was predicted well in advance so 
that its agenda would play along well to match that 
prediction.  
China’s vision is to control the World economy by 
buying up stocks now from countries facing the brink of 
severe ECONOMIC COLLAPSE.  Later China will 
announce that their Medical Researchers have found a 
cure to destroy the virus.  Now China have other 
countries stocks in their arsenal and these countries will 
soon be slave to their master...CHINA.  Just think about 
it ... 
The Doctor Who declared this virus was also silenced by 
the Chinese Authorities. 
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FDNY to enact ‘doomsday scenario’ for 
medically-trained firefighters to assist EMS 

with coronavirus 911 calls: union head 

By GINGER ADAMS OTIS and THOMAS TRACY NEW 
YORK DAILY NEWS APR 01, 2020  

Firefighters trained as paramedics and EMTs will assist 
the FDNY’s overloaded medical services bureau as part 
of a “doomsday scenario” to deal with the surging 
coronavirus pandemic, the Daily News has learned. 
Roughly 209 FDNY firefighters with emergency 
medical technician licenses have been ordered to man 
rapid response vehicles, according to a six-minute 
video released Tuesday night by United Firefighters’ 
Association head Gerard Fitzgerald. 
They’re being asked to respond to some of the 
estimated 6,000 calls flooding the department’s 
Emergency Medical Service crews each day and 
evaluate patients for possible coronavirus infection or 
other medical problems, Fitzgerald said. 
An additional 63 firefighters with paramedic 
certifications are also on tap to assist EMS on medical 
calls, the union leader said.  
Fitzgerald acknowledged that firefighters might not 
like being assigned to a job outside their normal job 
responsibilities but he said the city’s need outweighs 
such objections. 
“We’re being asked to help EMS get through this 
pandemic,” Fitzgerald says in the video to his 
members. “It’s a problem to a lot of guys that have the 
title of firefighter and will be or asked to, ordered to, 
go back to EMS. Right now that’s what needs to have 
to happen to get through this pandemic.” 
The FDNY is also freeing up an additional 250 
firefighters to be part of the “next wave” if the 
coronavirus crisis continues to skyrocket as expected 
through mid-April, Fitzgerald said.  The FDNY found 
the extra manpower by giving a year’s extension to 
any firefighter whose certified first responder 
credentials expired in the last 12 months.  “The city 
of New York is in a state of emergency ... The 
commissioner has everything at his disposal to make 
any decision that he deems necessary to keep the fire 
department in business," Fitzgerald said. "The UFA 
doesn’t have the ability to fight this at this present time 
due to the state of emergency.” 

“(We are) not liking some of the things coming down,” 
he said. “This is all part of a doomsday scenario, I was 
told. This is something that could be coming fast and 
furious.”  Before the change in orders, firefighters were 
not required to answer sick calls that could be 
coronavirus related and were tasked with responding to 
fires and other emergencies.  In at least three documented 
instances, which the FDNY is investigating, firefighters 
responding to possible virus calls declined to engage with 
the patient and left the job to EMS to handle. 
The “doomsday scenario” was pushed forward as the 
huge volume of 911 calls overloaded EMS, and its own 
members began to get sick from the virus. 
Nearly 3,000 FDNY members have gone out on sick 
leave and 282 members have tested positive. Around 17% 
of EMS members have either gone out sick or have tested  
positive for the virus, said a source with knowledge of the 
situation. 
Fitzgerald urged all of his members to take as many 
safety precautions as possible when they respond to 
coronavirus cases and not bring “this pandemic home” to 
their families. 
“We want you to stay safe throughout all of this,” he said. 
“Our members are being ordered to go beyond their 
duties. With that, like we’ve done of the past, we have 
faced many tough times. There is no emergency that our 
firefighters have not conquered and we will conquer this 
one also.” 
“Afterwards we can all yell and scream," he said. “Right 
now we are in the middle of this. Our help is needed and 
we are going to help.” 
In a statement, Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro said the 
department will do what it must do to meet the crisis. 
“As this pandemic, and our response to it, changes each 
day, the Department will use its resources in whatever 
way necessary to fulfill its mission," Nigro said. 
When reached by The News, Fitzgerald said that the 
video was “an internal communication to members and 
was not intended for the media.” 
“New York City firefighters always rise to the challenge 
and will forever fight to protect our city," he said. 
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NYC starts burying coronavirus victims on 
Hart Island potter’s field 

By Julia Marsh and Jorge Fitz-Gibbon  April 9, 2020  

The city has little choice but to bury Gotham’s 
mounting coronavirus dead on Hart Island, a City Hall 
spokeswoman confirmed Thursday. 
“For decades, Hart Island has been used to lay to rest 
decedents who have not been claimed by family 
members.  We will continue using the island in that 
fashion during this crisis and it is likely that people 
who have passed away from COVID who fit this 
description will be buried on the Island in the coming 
days,” mayoral spokeswoman Freddi Goldstein told 
The Post. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said earlier this week the city 

was considering temporary burial of the pandemic’s dead 
on Hart Island, but shied away from making a firm 
commitment. 
Troubling new images released Thursday show nearly a 
dozen contracted workers in protective suits burying 
stacks of wooden coffins in a mass grave, one week after 
The Post published drone footage that captured 
prisoners burying nearly two dozen. 
Riker’s Island inmates have traditionally been given the 
grim duty of burying the city’s anonymous and unclaimed 
dead, with an average of about 25 interments per week. 
But in recent days, burials have been performed by private 
contractors instead of prisoners and have increased from 
once a week to five days a week, officials said. 
On Thursday alone, at least 40 wooden boxes were buried 
in a freshly dug mass grave, photos show.  The bodies are 
typically wrapped in body bags and placed in pine boxes, 
with their names scrawled on the top. 
“They added two new trenches in case we need them,” 
Jason Kersten, a spokesman for the city Department of 
Correction, told Reuters.  “For social distancing and 
safety reasons, city-sentenced people in custody are not 
assisting in burials for the duration of the pandemic.” 
It is hoped the change in the system will alleviate the 
crunch on morgue space in the city due to the spread of 
the virus. 
Under the new policy, the city Medical Examiner’s Office 
said it will now hold bodies in storage for 14 days before 
they are shipped out for burial if they remain unclaimed. 
Asked earlier in the week if suspected coronavirus 
patients were among the dead, officials said they were 
uncertain because it is unknown if some of the deceased 
were tested.  The city’s count of COVID-19 deaths is 
believed to be inaccurate because“probable cases” of 
those found dead in their homes are not tested. 
Melinda Hunt, director of the nonprofit Hart Island 
Project, told The Post earlier this week that 23 people 
were buried last Thursday typically the date when burials 
occur on the island and that the number of bodies has 
spiked lately. 
The city corrections department has used inmates to bury 
the Big Apple’s anonymous and unclaimed dead for 150 
years. 
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FDNY wife: Coronavirus threat ‘walks 
through our front door’ every day 

By Jessica Jones-Gorman April 11, 2020   

Patrick and Jessica Gorman and their kids, Erin, 13, 
Jeremiah, 10, and Jack, 5, are braving through the crisis at 

their home in Staten Island 

As the wife of a New York firefighter, I’ve seen my 
husband, Patrick Gorman, stand at attention, white 
glove to temple, too many times, burying friends who 
made the supreme sacrifice long before their time was 
up. 
And now COVID-19, an invisible intruder, is snaking 
through every single firehouse and precinct in the city, 
taking down New York’s Bravest and Finest in record 
numbers, leaving first responders more vulnerable 
than ever.  And their families?  We’re waging a whole 
new type of war. 
“The numbers just keep rising,” said Patrick, now a 
battalion chief in Manhattan’s First Division, as we 
lay in bed the other night, scrolling through the latest 
coronavirus statistics on our phones. 
He had just completed a 24-hour shift and was sifting 
through a department-issued email about the thousand 
or so “suspected” COVID-19 cases on the job.  Me?  
I was quietly feeling for his temperature and trying to 
identify any symptoms of labored breath.  Now weeks 
into our quarantine, we have obeyed every single one 
of Cuomo and de Blasio’s directives, masking up to 
hit the grocery store and completely distancing 
ourselves from family, friends, neighbors and 
strangers.  But when there’s a firefighter living in your 
home, it’s impossible to sequester the hazard that 
walks through your front door on a daily basis. 

Boots on the porch.  Uniform on the hottest laundry 
cycle allowed.  Lysol in the work duty bag before it 
even reaches the closet.  He has showered and 
changed. But he just kissed my 5-year-old. Should I 
panic? 
 Patrick Gorman, with wife Jessica, has a firefighter 
brother who tested positive for COVID-19 and battled 
for his life in the hospital for two weeks. 
New York’s smoke eaters are no strangers to poison.  
It’s in their blood.  Literally seeping through their 
lungs. Each year when Patrick’s annual blood tests and 
scans come back clear, we breathe a huge sigh of 
relief. The danger still lurks but that’s  
what they sign up for when they’re sworn in. Isn’t it? 
Now their “brothers” are staying in hotels so as not to 
infect their infants, voluntarily sequestering themselves 
so as not to contaminate their pregnant spouse or their 
70-year-old live-in mother-in-law.  And that kind of 
information is not easy to accept.  
Should we be doing the same? Between the mortgage 
and tuition and the rest of our monthly bills, we can’t 
afford to pay for a hotel.  But can we afford for one of 
us to get sick?  It goes well beyond the family Patrick 
was sworn into.  The family he was born into is 
currently suffering, too.  All three Gorman boys fight 
fire for a living and his two twin sisters work as nurse 
anesthetists in New Jersey hospitals.  Brian, the eldest, 
a deputy chief and Division 8 commander, was 
hospitalized last month during his two-week battle 
with COVID-19 and has since recovered.  His sister, 
Mary, who has been intubating patients with the virus 
for weeks on end, was recently sent home from work 
with a fever and body aches.  My mother-in-law says 
the rosary every night. I like to think it’s working. 
Each of them are essential to the city but they’re also 
essential to us.  And all of the children, wives and 
husbands of these New York City essential workers are 
now forming a sort of secondary front line against the 
virus.  It’s a situation that we didn’t volunteer for but 
one that found us anyway. 
And until COVID-19 passes and the danger has 
subsided, I’ll keep spraying the boots, taking the 
temperature and saying all of the prayers. What other 
choice do we have? 
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Coronavirus Crisis Impacts Vulnerable 
9/11 First Responders 

NY Daily News - April 17, 2020  by Michael 
McAuliff New York Daily News 

Rob Serra’s first call as a New York City firefighter 
was the 2001 terror attack.  He’s not the kind of guy 
who likes to stand down.  Yet, Serra’s 9/11 service 
left him with breathing problems and a weakened 
immune system two factors that make him highly 
vulnerable to coronavirus.  As a result, he had to 
stand down, and retreat to his basement to avoid the 
possibility of getting infected by his own wife and 
three children amid the raging pandemic. 
“The kids were going to school, we had a bunch of 
cases in our school, our pastor passed away, so I 
didn’t want to take any chances,” Serra told the 
Daily News.  “And my wife made me.”  The trauma 
he suffered in 2001 puts him in not just among 
100,000 people being treated in the World Trade 
Center Health Program, but among those whose 
underlying illness are much more likely to make 
contracting COVID-19 a death sentence.  “Several 
of our World Trade Center-related health conditions 
are lower respiratory conditions, like asthma, 
COPD, interstitial lung disease, and that’s the 
primary organ effect that SARS coronavirus-2 has,” 
said Dr. John Howard, who oversees all the Trade 
Center Programs as head of the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health at the CDC.  For 
some doctors and responders, the assault by the 
invisible enemy brings back the pain and fear of 
those days in the aftermath of the Twin Towers’ fall.  
"This particular period is so, so reminiscent of the 
time right after 9/11.  
It's kind of a haunting feeling of, something's gonna 
happen, and there's a lot of anxiety and dread and 
the whole world is sort of waiting for the next shoe 
to drop," said Dr. Michael Crane, who runs the 
World Trade Center Health Program at Mount Sinai. 
Craine and his team have responded by reaching out 
almost daily to their most vulnerable responders.  

Similarly, the company that runs the national program 
for ill responders across the country, LHI, assessed 
who in their population is at greatest risk. 
“Out of the 20,000 people, we had about 1,700, that 
are highest risk individuals, we reached out to them, 
and basically what we’re looking for with them 
initially was to try to determine whether or not they 
were going to be able to weather this crisis,” said the 
program head, Mark Shays. 
Brian Payne, a sales rep for the Mayo Clinic who still 
volunteers as a Mamaroneck firefighter despite 
several 9/11-linked diagnoses, said his case manager 
at Mount Sinai reached him by email in mid-March. 
That was a few days before attending his mother-in-
law's funeral, a death unrelated to coronavirus, but 
marred by its specter. 
“Something you’re not used to seeing at a wake or a 
funeral is people really weren’t sure how to act,” 
Payne said.  “There definitely wasn’t much if any 
shaking of hands or  
hugs.  It was kind of like a wake from a distance.” 
Hospital workers who would normally be devoted to 
the 9/11 health program have also been diverted to 
coronavirus response.  Crane said he and his teams 
have been forced to work at nearly all hours to make 
up for it. 
Dr. Lauren Cimineri, the acting deputy director for 
healthcare operations at NIOSH, said the feds were 
trying to help any way they can, including easing up 
on the bureaucracy for the centers. 
There is one gap that health centers can’t fill right 
now the monitoring program that is supposed to spot 
new 9/11-causes illnesses before its too late.  “Those 
(medical) exams are the best way to catch these 
diseases early,” said Rob Serra pointing out that 
asbestos-linked illness takes about 20 years to emerge. 
He also recalled how quickly seemingly healthy 
people can suddenly succumb to the disease.  He 
pointed to 45-year-old firefighter Tommy Phelan ran 
the New York City marathon in November 2017 and 
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was dead the following March, and NYPD Sgt. 
Ned Thompson, who thought he had the flu, but it 
was cancer that claimed him in months. 
Some 9/11 responders like Payne still go on 
emergency calls, and are not too worried about 
getting coronavirus, but a number of 9/11 
responders have already died from the disease.  
Robert Cardona, a 41-year-old NYPD detective 
who beat 9/11 linked cancer, succumbed to the 
virus on Wednesday. 
Serra has noticed his own condition deteriorating, 
even as he knows going for routine care is out of 
the question for himself and others if an infection 
could turn deadly. 
“I’m sure I’m not the only one not getting 
treatment out of fear.  But really it’s not my known 
conditions that worry me.  It’s the new ones,” Serra 
said speaking broadly.  
“Yes, we are at a greater risk for COVID-19 and 
we can do our best to quarantine and social 
distance.  Unfortunately, the toxins that are 
destroying our bodies don’t know we are on 
pause.” 
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Upcoming Events 
Cinco De Mayo, Tuesday. May 5th 

National Nurses Day, Wednesday, May 6th                                                                   
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th  

Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 16th     
Memorial Day, Monday, May 25th  

No Monthly Meeting, Monday, May 25th                                 
                                                                 

"Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas. 
 Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as they protect us."  Let's all keep those 

currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts. They are the reason 
for the many freedoms we enjoy.  

"In God We Trust."                                                                                                                                                    
If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone 

under!  Ronald Reagan
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