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Happy New Year Brothers 
    
 I am pleased to announce that our annual Christmas Party with the 
PSL Senior Softball players was amazing. We had it at the Saint 
Lucia River Country Club at the Ballantrae. There were 14 couples 
from our group combining with 40 couples from the senior softball 
group. A great night was had by all with a lot of eating, drinking 
and dancing. I was told by many it was the best Christmas party we 
ever had and WE DIDN'T KNOCK DOWN THE TREE THIS 
YEAR. 
     Brothers I would like to have a good turn out for our January 
meeting to discuss our up coming events that we will be involved 
with in February at the VFW Hall. The first one is called Laughter 
Saves Lives February 20th.  
It’s a benefit comedy show run by a retired FDNY brother who 
goes around the country and raises money for our retired brothers 
& their family who are in a bad way. We have attended the show 
for a couple years now.  The cost is $25.00 a head with a ticket 
which includes an Italian Buffet dinner.  Its $30.00 at the door 
(BUT AS ALWAYS OUR GREAT ORGANIZATION WILL BE 
PICKING UP $10.00 pp FOR OUR MEMBERS.) 
The second is our biggest event of the year our Memorial Service 
meeting which will be on Monday February 24th.  This year we will 
be Honoring 58 brothers. 

As always Brothers thank you for keeping our organization alive.

Lou Malizia, President 
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Annual Memorial Service 
Monday, Feb. 24, 2020 VFW Hall @ 7:30pm

Members, former members, wives, girlfriends, friends are welcome to attend.
A brief ceremony including the playing of the bagpipes that will be followed by food and coffee.  The service will 
take the place of our regular monthly meeting.  Hope to see you there to honor our deceased 58 brothers.  If you 
have a uniform shirt please wear it with blue pants (no shorts please.)

In  Memoriam     

Loving memories never die, as years roll on and days pass by.  
 In our hearts a memory is kept, of ones we loved and will never forget.  

Brothers of Martin/St. Lucie Division who have answered their last alarm 
   

God Rest Their Souls
Sal Alogna 
Robert Barnickel 
Albert Benton 
Robert Bering 

                        Peter Bongo 
                        James Boyle 

George Brandenberger 
William Carew 
Hank Carroll 
Robert Carruthers 
Robert Castagna 
Steve Cea 
Jack Creeden 
William Colandrea 
Kevin Collins 
Charles Costello 
James Cummings 
Robert Dielman 
William Dietrich 
Michael Dunne 
Frank Gallagher 
James Geraghty 
Emil Giordano 
Thomas Jones 
William Jones 
Andy Kavasansky 
Bill Kelly 

                         Vincent Kirk
                         Michael Killarney

James Leddy
Camillo Larstanna
Harold Lehman
Peter Loscalzo
John McAndrews
Richard McCormack
Walter McGill
Glen Meyer
Victor MoKarry
William Monahan
Edward Mulvihill
Richard Nagle
John Nerney
Albert Puig
Fred Plate
William Quinn
John Schneider
Ray Skinner
Thomas sleap
Ray Smith
Robert Smith
Joseph Toto
Serafino Valardi
Ronald Weir
Robert Wendel
Wally Westervelt
James Wheeler
Robert Winning 
William Yeager
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Fewer fire fatalities, but spike in medical 
emergencies in 2019, FDNY says 

By THOMAS TRACY NEW YORK DAILY 
NEWS JAN 01, 2020  

The number of people who died in fires fell by 25% last 
year, even as emergency crews responded to a record 
number of medical emergencies, the FDNY said 
Wednesday. 
Sixty-six people died in fires across the five boroughs in 
2019, 22 fewer than the 88 victims in 2018, officials said. 
Yet the number of medical emergencies jumped by more 
than 2,300, bringing last year’s total to 1,531,870 the 
second highest in the FDNY’s history, officials said. 
More than a third of the medical calls were for life-
threatening emergencies such as heart attacks, people who 
fell unconscious or choking victims, officials said. 
“Thanks to the brave work of every FDNY member, and 
despite a growing number of medical emergencies our 
members face, fewer New Yorkers lost their lives in fires 
in 2019,” FDNY Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro said in 
a statement Wednesday. 
“This outstanding achievement is the result of our 
members responding quickly, working together to remove 
those trapped by fire, providing unrivaled emergency 
medical care, thoroughly investigating fires and inspecting 
buildings and areas of public assembly throughout the city 
to ensure the safety of the public we serve.” 
First responders were called to 1,529,569 medical 
emergencies in 2018, according to the FDNY. 
Oren Barzilay, president of the FDNY EMS Local 2307, 
argued the statistics prove that emergency medical 
technicians and paramedics deserve better pay. 
“With such limited resources, increased calls, increased 
assaults on EMS, it’s amazing we’re able to achieve such 
numbers,” Barzilay said. “EMS is a vital service for our  
city, yet the city refuses to acknowledge this by 
compensating our workforce with livable wages.” 
Nigro credited the drop in fire deaths to the department’s 
aggressive educational campaign. Last year the FDNY 
participated in more than 7,500 events, where they taught 
fire safety and the importance of smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors to more than 580,000 people. 
Of the 66 fatal fires in 2019, 15 were sparked by electrical 
issues, and 13 were caused by cooking accidents. Two 

fires were caused by self-immolation, in which the 
victim either accidentally or purposefully set 
themselves on fire, the FDNY said. 
Six fires still remain under investigation, officials 
noted. 
Nigro said 2019 marked the 14th straight year where 
less than 100 fatal fires took place in the city. The 
deadliest year was 1970, when 310 people died in 
fires. 

FDNY lawyer fired for questioning ex-
chief’s alleged ‘hot pants’ affair gets $800K 
By Susan Edelman December 14, 2019 

An ex-FDNY official who confronted former Fire 
Commissioner Salvatore Cassano about an alleged 
sexual relationship with a hot pants-wearing 
employee has settled a lawsuit against the city for 
$800,000, The Post has learned. 
Lyndelle Phillips, a lawyer and former assistant 
commissioner for the FDNY’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity Office, said she was fired in 2012 in part 
because she questioned the married Cassano about 
his alleged office affair. 
Phillips said she fell out of favor with FDNY brass 
after looking into a formal complaint in 2009 that  
Cassano was showing “favoritism” to a female 
supervisor he was romantically involved with.  
Phillips said she saw framed photos in the 
supervisor’s office showing her “wearing short ‘hot 
pants’ while embracing” Cassano, then chief of the 
department. 
“It was common knowledge that Cassano’s 
supervisor friend had privileges and access to the 
Chief that other employees did not have based on the 
alleged sexual relationship with Chief Cassano,” the 
suit said.  Phillips advised Cassano to remove the 
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photos “to avoid the appearance of impropriety,” the 
suit said. 
In 2010, shortly after Cassano was promoted to 
commissioner, his first deputy commissioner, Daniel 
Shacknai, ordered Phillips to turn over the file on the 
favoritism complaint.  Phillips reluctantly turned it 
over, and “never saw the file again,” the suit says. 
Brooklyn federal judge Cheryl Pollak later ordered the 
FDNY to produce the file, but the department insisted 
it was lost. 
In March 2011, Cassano told Phillips, who is black, 
that she would be replaced as EEO chief. She was 
forced to leave her office, stripped of her duties, and 
replaced by a white woman who lacked qualifications 
and mismanaged the EEO office, the suit alleged. 
In August 2011 Phillips testified in a federal race 
discrimination lawsuit against the FDNY, describing 
staff shortages in her office and thus helping the 
plaintiffs make their case. 
In March 2012, Phillips was fired. 
Her 2015 suit, which charged wrongful termination 
and racial discrimination, had sought $1.2 million. 
Under the Nov. 21 settlement, she will get $500,000 
in back pay that counts toward her pension, plus 
$300,000, to cover her attorney fees. 
She declined to comment. 
The city Law Department had no comment on 
Cassano’s alleged affair. 
“This settlement ends a longstanding case in the best 
interests of all parties,” said spokesman Nicholas 
Paolucci.  “The Fire Department is committed to 
furthering the progress it has made increasing 
diversity among its ranks and preventing 
discrimination of any kind.” 
Calls to Cassano were not returned. 

 
                      

NYPD, FDNY projected to spend more 
than $130M combined on overtime 

By Nolan Hicks, Rich Calder and Aaron Feis  December 31, 
2019  
New York’s Finest and Bravest are projected to blow 
their overtime budgets by a combined $137 million 
this fiscal year, a state watchdog has told The Post. 

The biggest chunk comes from the NYPD, which is on its 
way to spending $111 million more than the $615 million 
it budgeted for overtime in Fiscal Year 2020, according to 
a Financial Control Board analysis of city data.  NYPD 
insiders couldn’t point to any significant incidents to 
account for the runaway OT since the fiscal year started 
in July, but one source blamed brass for refusing to cut 
off OT-hungry officers. 
“There’s really been no major events in the city.  There 
have been no terror attacks,” said the source.  “It’s just 
poor fiscal management coming from senior leadership.” 
The source said cops have grown to believe they’re 
entitled to rack up 40 hours of overtime every month 
thanks to upper management that fails to scrutinize what 
work it’s getting for all those extra dollars. 
“A lot of the officers are planning it and scheming it.  
Part of the act of management is to detect overtime 
patterns,” said the insider.  “It takes labor and pain to 
actively manage overtime, and that’s not happening right 
now.” 
But the force isn’t alone in its projected cost overruns, 
the board found. 
The FDNY is on pace to spend $26 million more than the 
$259 million it set aside for overtime, the board claims, 
although City Hall pegs the overrun at only $10 million. 
However, the board projects that other city agencies are 
coming in well under their overtime projections, potential 
savings that could help to offset the costs racked up by 
the NYPD and FDNY. 
The Department of Sanitation, for example, is on a pace 
to spend $41 million less than the $133 million it has 
squirreled away for OT, while the Department of 
Correction is currently $10 million below its $157 
million allotment. 
The DOC attributed the savings on its end in part to 
increased hiring, which means fewer officers are pulling 
extra shifts to cover schedule gaps. 
“With more manpower, [there’s] less need for OT,” said 
one agency insider. 
The de Blasio administration pushed back on the 
analysis, arguing that the state’s bean-counters, imposed 
in the aftermath of the city’s fiscal collapse in the 1970s, 
are not factoring in sizable state and federal grants that 
defray costs. 
City Hall spokeswoman Olivia Lapeyrolerie noted that 
taxpayers’ direct outlay for uniformed cops has gone 

https://nypost.com/2019/11/20/push-to-add-more-mta-cops-likely-to-balloon-agencys-ot-spending/
https://nypost.com/2019/11/20/push-to-add-more-mta-cops-likely-to-balloon-agencys-ot-spending/
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down in two straight fiscal years and that, once the 
grants are factored in, officials anticipate an excess 
overtime tab at the NYPD closer to only $7 million.  
She added City Hall is working in lockstep with the 
NYPD and FDNY to make sure cops and firefighters 
can do their jobs without breaking the bank. 
“We are constantly working with our first responders to 
monitor their overtime and ensure they have the 
resources they need to keep our city safe,” she said. 
“We will continue to monitor as [we] head into the 
second half of the fiscal year.” 
The board did not respond to repeated requests for 
comment. 

Tom Brokaw ‘very, very fortunate’ to escape 
fire in his NYC building 

By Jorge Fitz-Gibbon - NY Post - 1/01/20 

Ex-NBC Nightly News anchor Tom Brokaw said he 
and his wife were “very, very fortunate” to escape a 
Wednesday morning blaze in their Upper East Side 
building and had nothing but praise for the FDNY for 
snuffing it out. 
“We’re safe, and we were very, very impressed with the 
work of the NY Fire Department,” he told The Post.  “It 
was close to the south floor of our building and it was 
fully involved by the time they got here.” 
“We were awakened by their presence, frankly,” said 
Brokaw, 79.  “Our dogs began to bark and we realized, 
we looked down in our elevator area and the fire 
department was coming up.” 
More than 100 firefighters were dispatched to the 12:30 
a.m. fire on the 14th floor of the landmark building on 
E. 79th Street  two floors above Brokaw’s apartment. 
Firefighters had the fire under control by 2:30 a.m. 

Six people, including five firefighters, received non-
life-threatening injuries. 
The owners of the unit where the blaze erupted were 
away and could not be reached Wednesday.  Brokaw 
called them a “wonderful family.” 
“It could’ve been a lot worse,” he said. “It was great 
property loss for the family.” 
He called the building, a landmark built in 1926, “kind 
of a jewel on the Upper East Side.”  He said 
firefighters used his back entrance and kitchen area as 
“a staging area” while fighting the fire.  “No damage 
to our unit.  We got a little smoke,” he added. “Really, 
it’s a cautionary tale about living in the danger of fire.  
But thank God for the New York Fire Department.”  A 
spokesperson for 66 E. 79th Street Corporation, the 
building’s managers, would only say that “there’s a 
significant amount of damage” as a result of the fire. 

As a reminder for UFOA 
members who want to file a 
Catastrophe claim there are 

Claim Forms on our website, on 
the left side of the page.  

Website link: 
https://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com  

The typical U.S. household headed by a person age 65 
or older has a net worth 47 times greater than a 
household headed by someone under 35, according to 
an analysis of census data released Monday. They like 
to refer to us as senior citizens, old fogies, geezers, 
and in some cases dinosaurs.  Some of us are "Baby 
Boomers" getting ready to retire; others have been 
retired for some time.  We walk a little slower these 
days and our eyes and hearing are not what they once 
were.  We worked hard, raised our children, worshiped 
our God and have grown old together.  In school we 
studied English, history, math, and science, which 
enabled us to lead America into the technological age.   
Most of us remember what outhouses were, many of 
us with firsthand experience.   

https://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
https://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
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We remember the days of telephone party-lines, 25 
cent gasoline, and milk and ice being delivered to our 
homes.  We are probably considered old fashioned and 
outdated by many.  But there are a few things you need 
to remember before completely writing us off.  We 
won World War II, fought in Korea and Viet Nam.  We 
can quote The Pledge of Allegiance, and know where 
to place our hand while doing so.  We wore the 
uniform of our country with pride, and lost many 
friends on the battlefield.  We didn't fight for the 
Socialist States of America; we fought for the "Land of 
the Free and the Home of the Brave."  We wore 
different uniforms but carried the same flag.  We know 
the words to the Star Spangled Banner, America , and 
America the Beautiful by heart, and you may even see 
some tears running down our cheeks as we sing.  We 
have lived what many of you should have read in 
history books and we feel no obligation to apologize to 
anyone for America.  Yes, we are old and slow these 
days but rest assured, we have at least one good fight 
left in us.   We have loved this country, fought for it, 
and died for it, and now we are going to save it.  It is 
our country and nobody is going to take it away from 
us.   
We took oaths to defend America against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic, and that is an oath we plan to 
keep.  There are those who want to destroy this land 
we love but, like our founders, there is no way we are 
going to remain silent.  It was mostly the young people 
of this nation who elected Obama and the Democratic 
Congress.  You fell for the "Hope and Change" which 
in reality was nothing but "Hype and Lies from your 
college professors.  You youngsters need to taste 
socialism and see evil face to face to understand you 
don't like it after all.  You make a lot of noise, most are 
all too interested in their careers or "Climbing the 
Social Ladder" to be involved in such mundane things 
as patriotism and voting.  Many of those who fell for 
the "Great Lie" in 2008 are now having buyer's 
remorse.  With all the education we gave you, you 
didn't have sense enough to see through the lies and 
instead drank the 'Kool-Aid.'  Well, don't worry 
youngsters, the Grey-Haired Brigade is here, and in 
2016 we took back our nation.  We may drive a little 
slower than you would like, but we get where we're 

going, and in 2020 we're driving to the polls again by the 
millions.  So the next time you have the chance to say 
the Pledge of Allegiance, stand up, put your hand over 
your heart, honor your country, and thank God for the 
old geezers of the "Gray-Haired Brigade." 

NYC forgot the Bronx. Latinos and Blacks 
saved it, says new documentary. 

"We did not burn the South Bronx," says filmmaker 
grew up in the borough. "In fact, we were the ones who 

saved it.” 
By Raul A. Reyes  Nov. 2, 2019,  

As the fires raging across California draw national 
attention, a new documentary explores a time when fires 
raged across a major metropolitan area and no one 
seemed to care. 
On Monday, Nov. 4, PBS Independent Lens will 
premiere “Decade of Fire,” a look at why the Bronx 
burned in the 1970s, and how some community members 
chose to stay and rebuild their neighborhoods. 
For co-director Vivian Vázquez Irizarry, the film was a 
chance to understand the forces that shaped her 
childhood and adolescence. 
“Growing up in the South Bronx, I often heard that we 
were responsible for the neighborhood declining and 
burning,” she said.  “But we did not burn the South 
Bronx. In fact, we were the ones who saved it.” 
Vázquez Irizarry has good memories of growing up in 
New York City, but there were bad times, too.  “There 
was always a fire.  Everyone from that time, we 
remember the smell of smoke, how the fire trucks 
didn’t come.” 
As a kid, she sometimes slept with her shoes on, ready to 
flee at a moment’s notice; some families kept their shoes 
lined up by the front door at night. 
Vázquez Irizarry and her partners made “Decade of 
Fire” to set the record straight about the history of the 
community she still calls home. 
When Vázquez Irizarry’s grandfather arrived from 
Puerto Rico in the late 1940s, the South Bronx was an 
integrated community with Irish, Jewish and African 
American residents.   

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/decade-of-fire/
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/decade-of-fire/
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The South Bronx was then a desirable place to live, a 
step up from the tenements in Manhattan. 
In the 1960s, urban renewal projects in Manhattan 
targeted areas where many African Americans and 
Puerto Ricans lived, displacing tens of thousands of 
people who moved to the already crowded South 
Bronx.  As more people of color arrived, whites began 
moving to the suburbs.  As the filmmakers point out, 
this option was not available to African Americans and 
Puerto Ricans, who faced discrimination in obtaining 
home loans or mortgages in many suburban 
communities. 
Meanwhile, under a practice known as “redlining,” any 
neighborhood with a significant  
African American or Puerto Rican population was seen 
by insurers and mortgage lenders as a bad bet.  
Residents could not get insurance or mortgages and 
landlords had no incentive to invest in their properties.  
And as New York City entered a financial crisis in the 
1970s, the city made the decision to close firehouses 
across the Bronx. 
“It is hard to accept now, how the city and the state 
basically ignored the South Bronx,”  
said Evelyn Gonzalez, a history professor at William 
Paterson University and the author of "The Bronx," a 
history of the borough.  “It was not just white flight. It 
was that this area was written off by the people in 
charge.” 
In the 1970s, nearly 80 percent of the housing stock in 
the South Bronx was lost to fires. Property owners 
burned their buildings for insurance payouts, or 
abandoned them altogether.   
Roughly a quarter of a million people lost their homes.  
In one scene from “Decade of Fire,” Vázquez visits the 
Fire Department archives and learns that half of the 
fires in the South Bronx were never even recorded. 
Mike Amadeo, who has owned a music store in 
the South Bronx for nearly fifty years, remembers the 
blight of the 1970s.  “There were periods when we had 
no water, no heat.   
My phone was hooked up, somehow, directly to the 
telephone pole outside,” he recalled.   
“It was really crazy; everything was being burned 
down.” 

 “I went through hell here,” Amadeo reflected.  He 
stayed, he said, because he loved his customers and the 
community. 
America got its first glimpse of what was happening in 
the South Bronx during the 1977 World Series, when a 
live broadcast from Yankee Stadium panned to a nearby 
blaze. Overnight the South Bronx became a symbol of 
urban decay, a negative image reinforced by films like 
“Fort Apache, The Bronx.”  
"Blaming the victim" 
Vázquez Irizarry saw the effect that such stereotyping 
had on her community.  
There is a false narrative, she explained, that when 
people are poor or live in a bad neighborhood, they don’t 
know how to take care of themselves or their homes.  
The truth, she asserts, has more to do with flawed 
government policies and civic neglect.  “Blaming people 
for their own oppression is like blaming the victim.  
It is a convenient way to ignore a community," she said.                                                
The 1970s was probably the low point for the South 
Bronx, said Juan González, professor of communications 
and public policy at Rutgers University.  
“It was like a wasteland back then,” he recalled. Then 
living in the South Bronx, González was a member of the 
Young Lords Party, an activist group that tried to help 
residents preserve city services.  The area’s elected 
officials, he said, were mostly corrupt and disinterested 
in helping their constituents. At times, street gangs 
functioned as a kind of police force, since law 
enforcement was often absent. 
It was ultimately grassroots groups that helped bring the 
Bronx back to life.  
Some local residents reclaimed empty buildings on their 
own, remaking them into viable housing for their 
communities.  Nonprofit organizations sprang up, 
spurring community involvement and demanding 
services from the city.  In 1982, after the city assigned an 
arson investigation team to the Bronx, the fires that were 
once so prevalent declined.   
Another turning point came in 1986, when the city 
announced a  multibillion dollar plan to build affordable 
housing. 
Since 2010, the Bronx has been the fastest-growing 
county in New York State, with 56 percent of 
residents identifying as Hispanic/Latino.  Median 
household income ($37,500 in 2016) is lower than the 
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http://www.phippsny.org/
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt4-2019.pdf
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt4-2019.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/24/upshot/how-redlinings-racist-effects-lasted-for-decades.html
https://voicesofny.org/2018/03/showing-redlinings-impact-in-the-bronx/
https://nypost.com/2010/05/16/why-the-bronx-burned/
https://hyperallergic.com/509397/decade-of-fire-bronx-documentary/
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/the-bronx/9780231121156
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/movies/decade-of-fire-review.html
https://www.welcome2thebronx.com/2018/04/12/legacy-casa-amadeo-nycs-oldest-latino-music-store/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-the-bronx-really-burned/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-the-bronx-really-burned/
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rest of the city, while the poverty rate (28 percent) is 
higher. 
Now the area faces the threat of gentrification, 
Gonzalez said.  “I never imagined this would happen,” 
he stated, “but displacement is occurring all over again, 
for different reasons.  Middle-class people want to 
come to the Bronx, and they are driving out working-
class and low-income people.” 
Real estate developers have tried to rebrand the South 
Bronx as “SoBro” and “The Piano District.” 
“Decade of Fire” touches upon this broader point:  
Across the country, neighborhoods like the Bronx 
in Los Angeles, Chicago, Baltimore and other cities 
that were once shunned by affluent people are 
increasingly subject to market forces and development. 
Vázquez Irizarry hopes that viewers of “Decade of 
Fire” will take away not only the struggle of the South 
Bronx, but also its sense of community and creativity. 
“Hip-hop was born here,” she noted.  Two of the 
country’s most renowned Latinas, Jennifer Lopez 
and Sonia Sotomayor, grew up in working-class Bronx 
neighborhoods. 
To Vázquez Irizarry, the South Bronx is full of unsung 
heroes.  “They are people who stayed and made a 
difference in their communities. And there are people 
like that in all our communities.” 
“We need to hold on to the pride we have in our 
neighborhoods,” she added. 
“To prove that we can tell our own stories, and that we 
have the courage to survive and thrive.” 
Raul A. Reyes 
Raul A. Reyes is an attorney and member of the USA 
Today Board of Contributors.  
He has written for The New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, Christian Science Monitor, Texas Monthly and 
Huffington Post. 

 

Dear Sir, 
I have a very complicated benefits question.  Many 
years ago, I married a widow who had an 18 year old 
daughter.  After the wedding, my father, a widower, 
came to visit a number of times, and he fell in love 
with my step daughter. 

My father eventually married her without my 
authorization.  As a result my step-daughter became my 
step mother and my father became my son in law. 
My father's wife (also my step daughter) and my step-
mother, gave birth to a son who is my grandchild because 
I am the husband of my step daughter's mother.  This boy 
is also my brother, as the son of my father. 
As you can see, my wife became a grandmother, because 
she is the mother of my father's wife.  Therefore it 
appears that I am also my wife's grandchild.  A short time 
after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, who 
became my father's brother-in-law, the step-son of my 
father's wife, and my uncle.  My son is also my step 
mothers brother, and through my step-mother, my wife 
has become a grandmother and I have become my own 
grandfather. 
In light of the above mentioned, I would like to know the 
following:  Does my son, who is also my uncle, my 
father's son-in-law and my step mother's brother fulfill 
the requirements for receiving childcare benefits? 
Sincerely yours, 
Totally Confused 

THE ANSWER : 
Of course you qualify Mohammad!  I have arranged to 
start mailing the checks to all of you just as soon as you 
arrive here in California. 
Yours faithfully,  Governor Gavin Newsome. 

                

The Washington Foreskins 

I think all sports fans will get a kick out of this letter 
written to the Chicago Tribune. 

No matter which side you are on in the matter of 
renaming the Washington Redskins, this is funny.  Here is 
an e-mail sent to Clarence Page of the Chicago Tribune 
after an article he published concerning a name change 
for the Washington Redskins. 
I agree with our Native American population. I am highly 
jilted by the racially charged name of the Washington 
Redskins. One might argue that to name a professional 
football team after Native Americans would exalt them as 
fine warriors, but nay, nay. We must be careful not to 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/11/bronx-becomes-latest-target-of-nycs-relentless-gentrification.html
https://www.welcome2thebronx.com/2017/07/26/south-bronx-luxury-building-drops-piano-district-name-after-welcome2thebronx-slam/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/gentrification-l-s-boyle-heights-leaves-some-latinos-threatened-others-n820381
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/10/30/michelle-obama-white-flight-chicago-yall-were-running-us/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/89709-south-bronx-hip-hop-year-zero/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/justice-sonia-sotomayor-encourages-kids-just-ask-about-differences-challenges-n1049241
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/11/bronx-becomes-latest-target-of-nycs-relentless-gentrification.html
https://www.welcome2thebronx.com/2017/07/26/south-bronx-luxury-building-drops-piano-district-name-after-welcome2thebronx-slam/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/gentrification-l-s-boyle-heights-leaves-some-latinos-threatened-others-n820381
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/10/30/michelle-obama-white-flight-chicago-yall-were-running-us/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/89709-south-bronx-hip-hop-year-zero/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/justice-sonia-sotomayor-encourages-kids-just-ask-about-differences-challenges-n1049241
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offend, and in the spirit of political correctness and 
courtesy, we must move forward. 
Let's ditch the Kansas City Chiefs, the Atlanta 
Braves and the Cleveland Indians  
If your shorts are in a wad because of the reference the 
name Redskins makes to skin color, then we need to 
get rid of the Cleveland Browns. 
The Carolina Panthers obviously were named to 
keep the memory of militant Blacks from the 60's 
alive. Gone. It's offensive to us white folk. 
The New York Yankees offend the Southern 
population. Do you see a team named for the 
Confederacy?  No!  There is no room for any reference 
to that tragic war that cost this country so many young 
men's lives. 
I am also offended by the blatant references to the 
Catholic religion among our sports team names.  
Totally inappropriate to have the New Orleans Saints, 
the Los Angeles Angels or the San Diego Padres. 
Then there are the team names that glorify criminals 
who raped and pillaged. We are talking about the 
horrible Oakland Raiders, the Minnesota Vikings, 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates! 
Now, let us address those teams that clearly send the 
wrong message to our children.  
The San Diego Chargers promote irresponsible 
fighting or even spending habits.  
Wrong message to our children.   
The New York Giants and the San Francisco Giants 
promote obesity, a growing childhood epidemic. 
Wrong message to our children. The Cincinnati Reds 
promote downers/barbiturates. Wrong message to our 
children. 
The Milwaukee Brewers. Well that goes without 
saying. Wrong message to our children.   
So, there you go. We need to support any legislation 
that comes out to rectify this travesty, because the 
government will likely become involved with this 
issue, as they should.  
Just the kind of thing the do-nothing Congress loves.  
As a diehard Oregon State fan, my wife and I, with 
all of this in mind, suggest it might also make some 
sense to change the name of the Oregon State 
women's athletic teams to something other than 

"the Beavers" (especially when they play Southern 
California). Do we really want the Trojans sticking it 
to the Beavers???  I always love your articles and I 
generally agree with them.  
As for the Redskins name I would suggest they change 
the name to the "Foreskins" to better represent their 
community, paying tribute to the dick heads in 
Washington DC. 

 

Firefighter Adopts Kitten He Rescued From 
Uber Driver's Engine 

BY ANGI GONZALEZ MANHATTAN  DEC. 16, 2019  

A kitten rescued in Manhattan last month has now 
been adopted by one of the firefighters who helped 
free him from a car engine. 
In early November, Franklin the kitten was spotted 
rushing across 6th Avenue in Midtown.  In a panic, 
the four-week-old kitten lodged himself in an Uber 
driver's car engine. 
It took firefighters, from FDNY Engine 65, several 
hours to get Franklin out. 
The kitten was then rushed to Small Door Veterinary 
Practice by a Good Samaritan.  When he was 
admitted, Franklin had a fever of 107 degrees and he 
was riddled with worms. 
Franklin recovered at Small Door Veterinary Practice 
and has been adopted by FDNY Fireman Dan 
Wiwczar, one of the firefighter who helped rescue the 
kitten. 
"I had a cat in the past who passed away.  So, I was 
kind of waiting to find another cat at some point.  
And when I pulled him out, it kind of felt like it was 
meant to be," said Firefighter Daniel Wiwczar. 
Small Door Veterinary Practice, which has two 
Manhattan locations, provided Franklin's care free of 
charge. 

 

An old married couple no sooner hit the pillows when 
the old man passes gas and says, 'Seven Points.'  His 
wife rolls over and says, 'What in the world was that?' 
The old man replied, 'It's fart football.'  A few minutes 



Page  of 10 13

later his wife lets one go and says, 'Touchdown, tie 
score.'  After about five minutes the old man lets 
another one go and says, 'Aha. I'm ahead 14 to 7.'  
Not to be out done the wife rips out another one 
and says, 'Touchdown, tie score.'   Five seconds go 
by and she lets out a little squeaker and says, 'Field 
goal, I lead 17 to 14.' Now the pressure is on for the 
old man.  He refuses to get beaten by a woman, so 
he strains real hard.  Since defeat is totally 
unacceptable, he gives it everything he's got, and 
accidentally poops in the bed.  The wife says, 
'What the hell was that?'  The old man says, "Half 
time, switch sides. 

Express Printing 
CRIST PLAZA      10800 N. Federal 
Hwy. (S. US.1)          Port St Lucie, Fl  
34952 

772-878-7975  Fax 772-878-1015 

Send art to: 
expressprintingpsl@gmail.com 

FDNY Rescues Dropped Engagement Ring 
after New Year's Eve Proposal 

7 Online - January 03, 2020 

New York's Bravest came to the rescue after a newly 
engaged couple lost their precious ring hours after a 
special New Year's Eve proposal. 
As the ball dropped in Times Square and millions rang 
in the New Year, Danny Tay figured it was also time 
to ring in a brand new chapter in his life. 
While in Prospect Park, he got down on one knee and 
proposed to Asha Cesar, his girlfriend of two years, at 
the stroke of midnight. 
The couple, from Queens, celebrated for hours after 
the perfect proposal, but trouble struck when they 
returned to their car on Nostrand Avenue that night. 

"The ring was loose and I was going to open the car 
door and I just saw it fly off of my finger and fall right 
here under this grate, this water basin," Cesar said. 
"And it was just sheer panic.  Sheer chaos.  Danny was 
silent for a good hour and half it felt like." 
The ring fell about five feet below the grate.  The 
couple didn't know what to do.  
They called 911 and 311 for help. 
For about an hour, they tried to fish it out themselves. 
Then they finally decided to drive to the nearest 
firehouse and beg for help. 
"We just looked so pathetic," Cesar said.  "It's freezing.  
It's 4 o'clock on the morning. It's New Year's." 
The firefighters at Engine 249 got together and found 
coat hangers and duct tape to try their hand at finding 
the ring. 
"I got it on the edge and she was like 'oh my goodness 
I'm gonna cry' and I told her don't cry yet because I 
might drop it," firefighter Peter Morawek said.  
"And I dropped it." 
But 10 minutes later, on the second try, the ring was 
finally rescued. 
"I put it in my hand and I told the husband to 'step 
away from the grate sir,' and brought him away from 
the grate and handed it off to him," Morawek said. 
If the couple needs a ring bearer for the big day, we 
have a feeling Morawek and the firefighters with 
Engine 249, Ladder 113 might be the perfect choice. 

Shaffer Automotive  
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              

L1 Certified MV-42144 

Over 25 years Experience                         
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880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

772-334-3413          Ask for Ken                              
Fax 244-2886      

mailto:expressprintingpsl@gmail.com
mailto:expressprintingpsl@gmail.com
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Pasta had not been invented. It was macaroni or 
spaghetti.  Curry was a surname. 
Taco?  Never saw one till I was 15.  All chips were 
plain.   
Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking. Tea was 
made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green.  
Cubed sugar was regarded as posh.  Chickens didn't 
have fingers in those days.  None of us had ever 
heard of yogurt.  Healthy food consisted of anything 
edible!   
Cooking outside was called camping.  Seaweed was 
not a recognized food. 
'Kebab' was not even a word, never mind a food.  
Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days, and was 
regarded as being white gold.  Prunes were medicinal 
and stewed.  
Surprisingly Muesli was readily available.  It was 
called cattle feed.  Pineapples came in chunks or were 
round with a hole in the middle, in a tin; we had only 
ever seen a picture of a real one.  Water came out of 
the tap.  If someone had suggested bottling it and 
charging more than gasoline for it, they would have 
become a laughing stock. 
There were three things that we never ever had on/at 
our table in the fifties, elbows, hats and cell phones! 
And there was always two choices for each meal.  
"Take it" or Leave it". 

 
A man was walking down the street when he was 
accosted by a particularly dirty and shabby-looking 
homeless man who asked him for a couple of dollars 
for dinner’ 
The man took out his wallet, extracted ten dollars and 
asked, "If I give you this money, will you buy some 
beer with it instead of dinner?" "No, I had to stop 
drinking years ago," the homeless man replied.  "Will 
you spend this on green fees at a golf course instead 
of food?" the man asked. "Are you NUTS!" replied 
the homeless man.  "I haven't played golf in 20 
years!"         
"Well," said the man, "I'm not going to give you 
money.  Instead, I'm going to take you home for a hot 
shower and a terrific dinner cooked by my wife." 
The homeless man was astounded.  "Won't your wife 
be furious with you for doing that?  
The man replied, "That's okay.  It's important for her 

to see what a man looks like after he has given up 
drinking and golf." 

 

Marriage and Marijuana 

In Canada, our government, in its eternal wisdom, 
passed two laws. They are:  

     1. Legalized gay marriage  
2. Legalized marijuana  

Legalizing gay marriage and marijuana at the same 
time now makes perfect Biblical sense.  Leviticus 
20:13 says: "If a man lies with another man they 

should be stoned.” 
Apparently we just hadn't interpreted it correctly 

before! 

 

Anyone interested in taking over the 
newsletter please contact John Carino 
at 772-335-8112 or nyfd@comcast.net 

it’s time for a change.

mailto:nyfd@comcast.net
mailto:nyfd@comcast.net


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to the 2020 Memorial Services 
unless you place a check in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the newsletter via 
email ONLY 

 
Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for 2020 will remain at 
$20.00  ____ (place a check here)  

 

Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues for 2020 will be $25.00  
____ (place a check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail 
address    

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 2020 MEMORIAL SERVICES TO 
BE HELD ON FEB. 24, 2020. PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE 

ABOVE AMOUNTS 

Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
 
NAME________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________HOME PHONE________________ 
 
SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird)  
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________      __________________________ 
City                       State             Zip                      area code & Phone Number  

 
WIFE’S FIRST NAME___________CELL PHONE________________  
 

D.O.B____________DATE APPOINTED__________DATE RETIRED____________ 
 
RANK___UNITS NED (last First)_______________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, Inc.      Mail to:       
                     JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien  Rd.  Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 

 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing  Address ____     
                                          E-Mail Address___         Roster____                      Dues_______           
 
 
 
 
   
 

Lou Calleja
Use your Keyboard to fill in Form
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

 www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events

New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1st                                                                                 
Martin Luther King Day, Monday January 20th  

Executive Board Meeting, Monday, January 27th 6:45pm  
Monthly Meeting, Monday January 27th 7:30pm 

                                                        

A veteran, whether active duty, retired National Guard or Reserve is someone who 
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to the “The United 

States of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is a honor, 
and there are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it. 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
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