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HAPPY NEW YEAR BROTHERS 

Hopefully, 2021 is going to be a way better year than 2020 
& we can get back to our normal lives.  
Covid-19 has touched one of our own (Frank 

Cannizzaro) is in rehab & responding well; hope to see you soon, 
Brother & Got Bless you.  
AT our last meeting, we only had seven members, and & 4 of us 
were board members. There were also three wives that show up. 
Nevertheless, we sat around and had a couple of Christmas drinks 
and, of course, started talking Fire stories. The more we drank, the 
bigger the fires got as usual. It was awesome for me hearing the 
iron men & wooden ladder stories. It was also wonderful seeing 
Kenny Sunshine at our meeting. Kenny just came down from New 
York and is feeling really good. Kenny also had some great stories 
that had us all laughing.  
Tommy Dorsi won the 50/50; boy, I tell you, money goes to 
money. Ha Ha. 
Brothers, I would like to have a great turnout for our meeting this 
month to discuss our February MEMORIAL SERVICE, which is 
our BIGGEST event of the year. 
As always, BROTHERS, stay safe & wear your mask. Brother's 
Thank you for keeping our ORGANIZATION ALIVE. 

Lou Malizia, President

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 

Martin/St. Lucie Division 

January 2021 
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FDNY COVID-19 vaccine skepticism fueled 
by ‘education issue’: union head 

By Reuven Fenton and Aaron Feis  December 6, 2020   

A  “real education issue” is partly to blame for a 
new poll that found more than half of FDNY 

firefighters plan on skipping the coronavirus vaccine, 
with some smoke-eaters who have already beaten the 
bug believing they don’t need the shot, a union head 
said Sunday. 
“Thirty-five percent of our members have already 
been infected and they’re under the impression that 
they have antibodies that protect them,” said Andy 
Ansbro, president of the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association union, in a press briefing outside the 
headquarters of Engine Company 3, Ladder Company 
12 on West 19th Street in Manhattan. 
A poll of 2,053 firefighters about a quarter of the 
UFA’s membership found that 55 percent will refuse 
to take the vaccine once it becomes available, The 
Post exclusively reported Saturday. 
Ansbro said Sunday that there’s a significant overlap 
between that figure and the 35 percent of UFA 
members who have already had the coronavirus and 
may believe that they can’t be re-infected. 
“When you take the 35 percent, the people that 
actually don’t want it is quite lower. Some think they 
don’t actually need it,” he said.  “So there’s a real 
education issue that we need to overcome.” 
Evidence has shown that it is possible to contract the 
coronavirus multiple times. 
Ansbro added that some members have misgivings 
about receiving the Pfizer vaccine which is still 
awaiting approval by the federal Food and Drug 
Administration while some want to make sure others 
are covered first. 
“There are always going to be people that don’t want 
to be on the front line of a vaccination, and that is 
their right,” he said. “We have members that would 
rather have someone else have it than them. They 
don’t want to be on the front of the line. But the 
department needs them to be on the front of the line. 
“We need them to be on the front of the line.” 
Ansbro said that he has not seen a reduction in public 
trust of the FDNY amid the pandemic, and that he 

does anticipate that changing even if the poll figures hold 
true. 
“I don’t think anyone failed to call us in the last eight 
months,” he said. “If your house is on fire, you’re not 
exactly going to worry about a virus. It’s just not going to 
happen. We haven’t seen that happen. 
“We have a steady supply of [personal protective 
equipment] and if a member has symptoms they don’t go 
to work,” he continued. “The pandemic has affected us in 
certain ways, but if we are all wearing our masks, we are 
not a danger to the public if we choose not to get a 
vaccination.” 
While proper mask usage does significantly reduce the 
spread of the coronavirus, it does not entirely eliminate it. 
On the heels of the poll’s release, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said Sunday that he will take the coronavirus vaccine the 
first 170,000 doses of which are expected to arrive in the 
state by Dec. 15 in an attempt to build public confidence. 
Ansbro, who has publicly stated that he intends to get the 
vaccine, said that the UFA would work with the FDNY to 
encourage the shot. 
“We’re going to encourage our department members to 
get it and we’re going to work with the department to 
encourage our members to get it,” he said. “But in the 
end, it’s their choice.” 

First FDNY firefighters get coronavirus 
vaccine, NYPD launch delayed 

By Reuven Fenton, Tina Moore and Aaron Feis  December 29, 2020  

FDNY firefighters began receiving coronavirus 
vaccines on Tuesday but a planned rollout of the 

shots for the NYPD was scrapped, with a union memo 
citing a delay on the state’s end. 
“I got it because I want to protect the people I love, the 
people I work with, the people they love,” said firefighter 
Martha Brekke, one of the first to get the shot at FDNY 
headquarters in Downtown Brooklyn. 
“I just think it’s important to take care of as many people 
as we can.” 
Between three locations department HQ plus the fire 
academy on Randall’s Island and the EMS academy at 
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Fort Totten in Queens the FDNY can now inoculate 
about 450 members per day. 
That tally includes EMS workers, who began receiving 
the vaccine last week. 
The rollout unfolded in the face of a survey conducted 
earlier this month by the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association that indicated that more than half of 
smoke-eaters would refuse the vaccine. 
Union president Andy Ansbro who said that reluctance 
was due in part to a “real education issue” about who 
needs the vaccine was among those to receive the shot 
Tuesday. 
“Hopefully this will go a long way to getting the city 
and the country back on track,” he said. 
Ansbro praised recent efforts by the department and the 
union to dissuade firefighters’ fears through 
information, and was cautiously optimistic that they 
appear to be working. 
“The union had a Q&A with a virologist and we’ve 
answered all the questions our members sent to us.  
About two dozens members actually reached out to me 
saying the work we’ve done has changed their minds,” 
he said. 
“Right now it seems like several thousand members 
have signed up to get this and that’s very encouraging.” 
The FDNY said Tuesday that more than 1,000 city 
EMS workers have now been vaccinated. 
There are approximately 4,400 FDNY EMS workers, 
and 11,000 firefighters. 
But while the Bravest lined up, the Finest were kept 
waiting.  A memo circulated Monday within the 
Detectives’ Endowment Association union said that a 
planned Tuesday launch for cops was on hold due to 
supply issues with the state. 
“The State has not released the vaccine in the quantity 
needed for the NYPD,” the memo reads in part. 
NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea confirmed the 
hold-up during a wide-ranging briefing Tuesday 
morning, noting that the department is “anxiously 
awaiting” their jabs. 
Union heads blasted government bureaucracy over the 
delay. 
“The lives of cops and the New Yorkers we serve are 
being put in grave danger with the delay of the 
available COVID-19 vaccine to the NYPD,” said DEA 
President Paul DiGiacomo in a statement. 

“Detectives have thousands of close-contact 
interactions daily with the public as we continue to 
keep people safe, provide medical aide, and respond to 
calls for help,” he continued.  “On the heels of the 
death of six Detectives and current rising virus 
numbers, DEA members need the vaccine before 
another family is tragically left behind and they need it 
now.”  Forty-eight members of the NYPD have died 
of the coronavirus, according to the department. 
Police Benevolent Association head Patrick Lynch 
agreed with DiGiacomo. 
“Once again, politicians in Albany and City Hall are 
wasting time with bureaucratic gymnastics instead of 
looking at the reality on the ground,” he said in a 
statement. “New York City police officers aren’t just 
on the front line.  We cover every part of the front 
line: from hospitals and housing complexes to the 
corner store. 
“We have more daily contact with New Yorkers than 
any other city agency,” continued Lynch.  “We are 
continuing to press for vaccines to be made available 
to police officers as soon as possible.” 
A spokesman for the state Department of Health said 
that vaccines are on the way for cops, but that groups 
prioritized ahead of them including front-line health 
care workers and those in nursing homes are still 
getting inoculated. 
“NYPD as first responders are eligible in phase 1b, 
that has not changed, and any suggestion that we are 
holding back on providing vaccines is patently false,” 
said Gary Holmes.  “We are still in the middle of 
phase 1a, which includes frontline health care 
workers, nursing homes and certain congregate care 
settings.  
“Timing depends on when the vaccine supply is 
available and we look forward to working with NYPD 
and all first responders in operationalizing distribution 
of COVID-19 vaccines.” 
Because they are trained and certified to both fight 
fires and administer emergency medical services, 
firefighters are qualified for the first phase. 
Shea stated earlier this month that vaccines would not 
be mandated for NYPD personnel, but later opened 
the door for them to potentially become compulsory. 
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NYPD launches probe after EMTs robbed at 
gunpoint twice in a week 

By Susan Edelman, Joe Marino, Larry Celona and Dean 
Balsamini  December 12, 2020  

The NYPD is probing a possible connection 
between two EMT robberies in the same week.  

Two young FDNY emergency medical technicians 
were held up at  gunpoint inside NYCHA’s Cooper 
Park Houses early Saturday in East Williamsburg after 
responding to a bogus call at 2:18 am about a patient 
having seizures, police said. 
When the two got out of an elevator on the 7th floor, a 
man dressed in black and with a black mask pulled out 
a gun, commanding them to “give me your radios and 
bags,” which held medical equipment, said NYPD 
spokeswoman Sophia Mason. 
The gunman then pushed all the buttons on the 
elevator and sent the two shaken EMTs, ages 25 and 
23, back down.  The medics, who each have just a year 
on the job, are stationed in Greenpoint.  “They were 
shocked that this happened,” said Oren Barzilay, 
president of FDNY EMS Local 2507, the EMS union.  
“They came to help a victim, and became victims.”   
In a Dec. 7 incident, a gunman robbed two EMTs, a 
28-year-old woman and a 46-year-old man, working 
for Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center. 
They were lured to a Brownsville apartment on a 911 
call of someone “having difficulty breathing,“ police 
said. 
When they arrived, there was no patient to treat. The 
robber pointed a gun, took their equipment bags, and 
fled. 
“EMT workers are among the most beloved city 
workers and these two robberies are deplorable,” said 
NYPD Chief of Detectives Rodney Harrison. “The 
citizens of New York City depend on them especially 
during these trying times.  
NYPD detectives and fire marshals are working to 
apprehend the people involved in these crimes.”  EMS 
can be a tough and dangerous job.  Workers go alone 
into crime-ridden areas unarmed, and often not 
accompanied by cops.  Besides carrying radios worth 
several thousands of dollars, EMTs carry only baby 
aspirin as a blood thinner for chest pains, Ventolin for 
asthma attacks, and Epinephrine for allergic reactions, 
and Narcan to reverse an opioid overdose. 

The union president blamed the political climate:  “This 
is the result of Mayor de Blasio defunding the police, 
and the state’s bail reform allowing criminals on a daily 
basis to commit crimes and face no consequences,” he 
said. 
He added, “Rather than having police respond to calls 
with EMS as they normally did, they go on fewer 
medical calls.  Now, they want to send a social worker 
instead of a police officer on calls. How is that going to 
help our situation?” 
The Police Benevolent Association tweeted outrage and 
support for their EMT brothers and sisters.  “AGAIN?! 
Another EMS unit was robbed at gunpoint. Our POs 
have been shot, our Federal partners have been shot, 
NYers have been shot, and our EMS units are getting 
robbed. @NYCMayor and @NYCCouncil needs to 
change their public safety priorities now.”  No arrests 
have been made in either case.  Police could not say 
immediately whether the incidents are linked. 
“It’s too early in the investigation to determine if they 
are connected.  But we are looking into the possibility,” 
an NYPD spokesman told the Post. 
Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro fumed, “It’s despicable 
that anyone would use 911 for a fake medical call, 
threaten the lives of EMTs, and steal the tools they use to 
save lives,” he said in a statement.  “EMTs and 
paramedics have one mission, respond to help New 
Yorkers in need of emergency medical care.  They are 
essential to our city. When apprehended, those 
responsible for these crimes should be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.”  An FDNY insider said the 
robberies are a sign of “desperate times” amid the 
pandemic.  But EMS pay is so low, a veteran said, “The 
perpetrator was lucky they didn’t rob him.” 

New Jersey firehouse shut down after 
COVID-19 exposures at party 

By Elizabeth Rosner  December 15, 2020   

A  New Jersey fire department shut down one of its 
stations after several firefighters were exposed to 

COVID-19 during an unauthorized holiday gathering. 
Operations at Verona Fire Department’s Station No. 2 in 
Essex County have been “temporarily suspended” said 
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township manager Matthew Cavallo in a statement 
released on Sunday evening.  
“The holiday gathering was not authorized by the 
Township and actions have been taken to ensure similar 
incidents will not happen in the future,” wrote Cavallo.  
“Out of an abundance of caution, the use of Fire Station 
No. 2 has been temporarily suspended. All members 
who may have been exposed directly or indirectly are 
required to quarantine pursuant to the guidelines 
promulgated by the CDC and NJ Department of 
Health.”  It’s not clear when the event happened or how 
many firefighters were potentially exposed. 
“Our utmost concern is always the safety of our 
residents and the members of this department,” Cavallo 
stated. “With these deliberate steps, residents and 
businesses will remain safe and protected.” 
Cavallo’s statement did not indicate if any department 
members would be disciplined for the event.  Cavallo 
was not available to comment as of Tuesday evening. 

I f you love something, set it free. If it comes back, it 
will always be yours.  

If it doesn't come back, it was never yours to begin 
with. 
But, if it just sits in your living room, messes up your 
stuff, eats your food, uses your telephone, takes your 
money, and doesn't appear to realize that you had set it 
free you either married it or gave birth to it. 

De Blasio’s ‘gift’ to next mayor:  
An insolvent city 

By Post Editorial Board  December 25, 2020  

With a budget time bomb ticking down, Mayor de 
Blasio has finally ordered city agencies to think about 
finding some savings too little, too late. 
The mayor at last admits that Washington most likely 
won’t be coming to his rescue as the city faces a $3.8 
billion deficit next year, so he’s ordered his minions to 
draw up plans to cut spending 1 percent over the next 
six months and to propose added cuts of 2.5 percent in 
the next fiscal year. 

Meanwhile, some cuts are too much: With shootings and 
murder up across the city, City Hall has told the NYPD 
and Correction to come up with 3 percent cuts.  This, 
when he’s looking to expand his utterly failed 
ThriveNYC initiative. 
And even as school enrollment plummets because 
Chancellor Richard Carranza’s Department of Education 
failed miserably amid the pandemic, Hizzoner is only 
asking the DOE to find 2.25 percent trims in its outlays 
for FY 2022. 
City Comptroller Scott Stringer reports that from March 
through October, total city tax collections were $2.2 
billion below the same period in 2019: “Hotel tax 
revenue was cut by 66 percent, while real property 
transaction taxes were down 41 percent and sales tax 
revenues were down 24 percent.”  But business tax 
collections, led by Wall Street, exceeded the forecast by 
$378 million through October. 
De Blasio has spent most of the pandemic-ridden year 
denying the fiscal reality, after years of swelling the 
city’s labor force with tens of thousands of new workers.  
The present crisis is largely his own doing. 
To date, he’s done nothing except kick the can down the 
road by moving a billion or so in various labor expenses 
to future years at the high price of new concessions to 
municipal unions, including no-layoff commitments. Yet 
agency cuts won’t be enough unless he cuts the total 
public-employee headcount and gets the unions to agree 
to cutting other costs and boosting productivity. 
His fecklessness will all too likely leave the next mayor 
taking over just as the fiscal bomb explodes.  Any 
candidate that doesn’t admit that reality should be 
laughed out of the mayoral campaign. 
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The following article is from Chief Marc 
Bashoor 

https://www.firerescue1.com/line-of-duty-death/articles/black-
su day-15-years-later-reflecting-on-the-fires-that-changed-

fdny-Aq0pT4ZbFoPVIkiK 

Black Sunday 15 years later: Reflecting on the fires 
that changed FDNY 

Remembering the three firefighters killed, many others 
injured, and recognizing the push for continued 
training and equipment 
The audio captures the desperation in their voices: 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BN5hJLAg2w)  
“Mayday, mayday, mayday,” then again, “mayday, 
mayday, mayday. Ladder 2-7 mayday,” “roof team, 
drop ropes over.” 
You hear the multiple elevated voices of desperation 
and coordinated command chaos overtaking the scene 
before you finally hear, “A whole company just jumped 
in the rear,” followed by the eerie rapid count of the 
FDNY officer observing the carnage over the radio, “1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 have jumped in the rear; we need massive 
EMS here, massive injuries.” 
Dispatched at 07:59 a.m. on Jan. 23, 2005, the fire at 
the relatively small five-story tenement apartment 
building on East 178th Street in the Bronx wasn’t a 

fiery grave for Firefighter John Bellew and Lt. Curtis 
Meyran, but it was their hell before leaping from the 
fourth-floor windows to their deaths. 
Four other firefighters, Brendan Cawley, Jeff Cool, Joe 
DiBernardo Jr. and Gene Stolowski  were all severely 
injured in the jump.  While Cawley continues to work 
today, the other three ultimately retired following the 
incident. 
This Bronx fire was just the start of a cold, windy and 
dreadful day that would become known as “Black 
Sunday.” It was the deadliest day for the FDNY since the 
September 11, 2001, attacks at the World Trade Center, as 
the Bronx fire was not the only line-of-duty incident that 
day. 
The basement steps of a two-family home on Jerome 
Street in Brooklyn would be the nemesis for Ladder 103 
Firefighter Richard Sclafani. While his crew exited the 
basement as the heat grew too intense, reports indicate 
that Sclafani caught his gear on a coat rack while trying 
to exit. His body was later pulled from the steps, and he 
was transported to Brookdale Medical Center where he 
was pronounced dead. 
As we remember this dark day 15 years later, we know 
the pain never goes away. 
Related to the Bronx fire, although a New York Supreme 
Court jury awarded families of the fallen firefighters 
$183 million to be primarily paid by the city and the 
building owners, the City appealed the decision and 
arbitration was ultimately ordered. Settlements were 
personal and apparently pennies on the dollar of the jury 
award.  
The 1920s-era building, originally with three luxury 
apartments per floor, had individual apartments illegally 
subdivided into five rooms within the normal one-room 
occupancies.  Certainly no amount of money will bring 
back the firefighters, assuage the grief for their families, 
nor heal the mental and physical wounds of those injured 
and disabled that day. 
NIOSH Investigation: 178th Street 
The NIOSH report for 178th Street, released on Dec. 6, 
2006, paints an all-too familiar picture of how the 
department could “minimize similar occurrences” in the 
future, notably: 
Review and follow existing standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) 

https://www.firerescue1.com/fdny/articles/black-sunday-firefighters-awarded-183m-by-jury-lrA6OBiKZw4Xzy6C/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Ensure that mayday transmissions are prioritized 
Provide firefighters with the appropriate safety 
equipment 
While developing and following SOPs are mentioned 
in four of the conclusions, probably the  
most troubling of conclusions was that the fire 
department needed to provide firefighters appropriate 
rescue equipment. You see, in 2000, the FDNY ceased 
the practice of issuing rescue ropes to firefighters 
because they were “too bulky.” And on Jan. 23, 2005, 
only two of the crew had ropes one purchased on his 
own. Later in 2005, the FDNY once again began 
issuing rescue ropes to each firefighter. 
I encourage everyone to read the full NIOSH report, 
as reading the chilling details might give you a small 
glimpse into the 178th Street fire. An excerpt: 
 “Injured fire fighter #3 became trapped in the first 
bedroom.  He closed the bedroom door behind a wall 
of fire coming down the hallway.  The conditions 
within the room were extremely high heat with zero 
visibility. As the transit window over the door vented, 
the heat within the room became intolerable.  Injured 
fire fighter #3 sought refuge from the heat by hanging 
his torso out the bedroom window.  With his head 
outside the window, he saw injured fire fighter #4 in 
the window of the adjacent bedroom.  Injured fire 
fighter #3 remained calm and radioed a Mayday, 
followed a few seconds later with, “We’re bailing out 
of here, hurry up.”  Injured fire fighter #4 handed fire 
fighter #3 the end of his personal safety rope (Note: 
This was accomplished from the exterior of the 
structure with both fire fighters hanging out of the 
windows.  
The personal safety rope, purchased independently by 
injured fire fighter #4, was NFPA approved and 50 ft 
long). Fire fighter #3 wrapped the end of the rope 
around his wrist several times, held the rope in his 
hands and stepped on the rope. Fire fighter #4 
wrapped the rope under his arms, held the rope 
together and attempted to belay to the ground.  When 
fire fighter #3 felt the rope go slack, he attached the 
carabineer end to the child window guard; he wrapped 
the rope around his shoulder and arm and slowly 
descended from the window. Fire fighter #3 reported 
that the rope had broken and he recalled hitting the 

ground feet first, looking up and seeing fire coming out of 
the 4th floor windows. Both fire fighters had fallen to the 
ground and suffered severe injuries. (Note: Although Fire 
Fighter #3 reported that the rope had broken, the rope was 
still attached to the window guard, unbroken, and hanging 
to the ground after the incident). Both injured fire fighters 
were wearing a safety harness but in their haste to escape 
the intense heat neither was able to attach the rope to the 
harness.” 
There were 72 firefighters on scene before the fatal leaps 
occurred. It is difficult for some to whom I have spoken to 
understand how so many firefighters could be on scene of 
a relatively small building, with that many firefighters in a 
position to jump. It’s easy for people to “Monday-morning 
quarterback”; however, a read of the NIOSH report 
provides a glimpse to the building owner’s culpability to 
the non-permitted subdivisions without sprinkler 
installations AND the lack of fire department hoselines. 
The combination of the unpermitted maze and firefighters 
without hoselines produced a death trap. 
NIOSH Investigation:  Jerome Street 
Released five months prior to the 178th Street report, 
the Jerome Street NIOSH report sings many of the same 
songs we see over and over in NIOSH reports, also not 
inclusive recommendations, but notably: 
Ensure that the first-arriving officer or incident 
commander (IC) conducts a complete size-up of the 
incident scene ensure that firefighters conducting interior 
operations provide progress reports to the IC ensure that 
mayday procedures are followed and refresher training is 
provided annually or as needed ensure that a rapid 
intervention team (RIT) is on the scene and in position to 
provide immediate assistance prior to crews entering a 
hazardous environment. 
The Jerome Street fire was dispatched approximately 5½ 
hours after the 178th Street fire. Firefighter Sclafani 
arrived on first-due Ladder 103. The wood-frame “two-
family home” had apartments segregated on the first and 
second floors, as well as the basement. Ladder 103 
descended the interior stairs and was preparing to search 
the fire area in the basement. 
As conditions deteriorated, the officer ordered his crew to 
exit. Sclafani became tangled, becoming separated from 
the rest of his crew. Within one minute, the officer had 
reentered to find his missing crewmember. The officer got 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face200503.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/reports/face200504.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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to the top of the steps, where he could hear the audible 
PASS device from the downed firefighter. The next 
passage from the NIOSH report is also eerily familiar 
to many of us: “He immediately transmitted a mayday 
for the missing fire fighter. Note: The Battalion 44 
Chief Officer did not hear this transmission.” 
One minute later, the officer followed up with a 
second mayday transmission, at which point he 
discovered Sclafani. It would take numerous 
firefighters nearly 20 minutes to remove Sclafani from 
the basement to awaiting medical units. Nine other 
firefighters were injured during the firefight and 
rescue attempt. 
Ladder 103 Firefighter Richard Sclafani died 
following a response to this two-family home on 
Jerome Street in Brooklyn. While his crew exited the 
basement as the heat grew too intense, Sclafani caught 
his gear on a coat rack while trying to exit. (Photo/
NIOSH) 
FDNY members cope with loss following Black 
Sunday 
As most would expect, the NIOSH reports left stinging 
sensations throughout the fire service. Once again, 
we’re being told to better outfit and prepare our 
firefighters, to follow SOPs and to better coordinate 
command functions. The FDNY ultimately spent 
millions to implement the NIOSH recommendations, 
most notably outfitting every firefighter (again) with 
a personal escape system and providing the countless 
hours of training its 11,000+ firefighters. 
While the FDNY is no stranger to loss, coping with the 
death is as important as learning from the incident. 
The department leaned heavily on the National Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation and the International 
Association of Fire Fighters as well as its own 
resources developed after the horrific events of 
September 11, 2001. 
Black Sunday pales in comparison to 9/11 in sheer 
numbers; however, multiple deaths, at different fires, a 
couple of hours apart, would be difficult for any 
department to handle, even the FDNY. Fortunately, the 
size and scope of services available internally at 
FDNY provided a backbone from which to work. 

I spoke with FDNY Lt. (ret.) Joe Minogue for some 
perspective on coping with the firefighters’ deaths. At 
the time, Minogue was a house boss, assigned to 
Sclafani’s house Engine 290.  
Minogue was also a bugler who participated with the 
FDNY ceremonial unit. 
Minogue had heard about the 178th Street fire, so when 
he received his first phone call about service needs, he 
was thrown by the question, “Which funeral are you 
going to do?” At that moment, he was unaware of the 
tragedy that had occurred at his own company.  
Minogue coordinated Sclafani’s funeral services and 
was the bugler at the funeral. 
Minogue spoke to the pain and sorrow every 
firefighter felt, but also the overwhelming need to get 
back to work. 
Minogue now volunteers with the NFFF, serving as a 
liaison to the FDNY and as a lead advocate. 
The FDNY ceremonial unit’s depth of organization 
provides significant assistance for special events, 
including memorial/funeral services. The unit’s sense 
of pride and honor was and remains an integral part of 
the coping mechanisms available to the FDNY 
members. 
Sharing stories and advocating for change 
Firefighter Jeff Cool was one of the “lucky” ones from 
that day. In his fall at the 178th Street fire, he broke 13 
ribs, his pelvis (in four places), cracked bones in his 
spine and neck, and fractured his skull in two places 
but he lived. 
After recovery, Cool began speaking around the 
country and worked with the IAFF Fire Ground 
Survival program to produce a video that helps train 
other firefighters 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvxtBC2gQ1g) 
and allows them to learn from this horrid day.  Cool 
had a rope, but nowhere to tie off. He sat at the 
window, DiBernardo in the room behind him, offering 
the rope to each other, before DiBernardo said to Cool, 
“You have a wife and kids, you take the rope.” 
Cool would make it out the window as DiBernardo 
wrapped the rope around his arm and waist then stood 
on the end. Cool still fell, just not as far as the others. 

https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-products/rescue-equipment/articles/firefighter-escape-systems-who-should-have-them-L2BxRJHEJCzPTCmv/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.firehero.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.firehero.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.iaff.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.iaff.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.firehero.org/about-us/foundation-staff/joe-minogue/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvxtBC2gQ1g
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DiBernardo then tied off to a child gate but also fell. 
DiBernardo also survived, but broke just about every 
bone below his waist. Stolowski’s injuries resulted in a 
near decapitation an EMT held traction on him, likely 
saving his life. In the recovery, Stolowski’s head was 
fused to his spine a 1in100 survival chance. Cawley 
also survived, and after recovery, he and the other three 
embarked on a national speaking tour to preach the 
need for personal safety systems. 
DiBernardo passed away in 2011. 
I had the humbling experience to speak with Joey’s 
father, Joe DiBernardo Sr. (“Chief D”), retired Division 
Commander, 6th Division South Bronx Harlem. Chief 
D retired from the FDNY in 2001 but remains active 
today in firefighter safety and survival circles. 
In 2012, Chief D established The Joey D. 
Foundation in memory of his son and the other fallen 
members, as well as those who were injured on Jan. 23, 
2005. 
Chief D’s first-hand and personal passion for ensuring 
firefighters are outfitted with the necessary safety 
equipment is unparalleled: “You don’t send a police 
officer to a gun fight with a knife, do ya?” he asked. 
“You don’t send them in without a bullet-proof vest, do 
ya? Then why would we send firefighters in without 
the equipment they need? I don’t know!” 
The work is never done 
In 2005, the FDNY finished its internal investigation 
into the Black Sunday fires.  
The harsh internal critique was and really still is 
considered a breath of fresh air in its apparent  
transparency to its own failures. 
The report was no solace for the families of the fallen 
and injured. Personal escape systems have been 
purchased for every firefighter systems that most likely 
would have saved every one of the lives lost and 
prevented the injuries and early retirements of at least 
four others. 
The Joey D. Foundation has given away $471,000 
worth of personal safety systems and training. It has 
helped 39 departments across the country. It has 
worked with the Suffolk County, New York, fire 
academy to purchase a flashover simulator. The 
personal mission to provide the training and outfit 

every firefighter with personal safety systems is a 
crusade up against seemingly goliath odds. 
Chief D laments that many, especially smaller 
communities, weigh the cost of rope and safety 
systems they may never need versus fire trucks they 
need every day, and inevitably spend the money 
elsewhere. 
Between the FDNY training and nonprofits like the 
Joey D. Foundation, significant training has gone into 
not only the escape systems but also implementing the 
recommendations of both Black Sunday NIOSH 
reports. 
But the work is never done. Once you’ve had this kind 
of trauma, the scars never go away and the recovery 
never ends. 
Chief D left me with this very simple realization: “You 
may never need that rescue rope. But the one time you 
do need it will be one less firefighter funeral you have 
to go to.” 
About the author 
Chief Marc S. Bashoor joined the Lexipol team in 
2018, serving as the FireRescue1 and Fire Chief 
executive editor and a member of the Editorial 
Advisory Board. He has served 37 years in emergency 
services, and is currently the Highlands County, 
Florida, public safety director. Chief Bashoor also 
spent six years as chief of the Prince George’s County 
(Maryland) Fire/EMS Department and five years as 
emergency manager in Mineral County, West Virginia. 
Chief Bashoor assisted the NFPA with fire service 
missions in Brazil and China, and has presented at 
many industry conferences and trade shows. He has 
contributed to several industry publications. He is a 
National Pro-board certified Fire Officer IV, Fire 
Instructor III and Fire Instructor. Connect with Chief 
Bashoor at on Twitter, Facebook or LinkedIn. Do you 
have a leadership tip or incident you’d like to discuss? 
Send the chief an email at 
marcbashoor@firerescue1.com.  

https://www.firerescue1.com/archive/articles/fdny-firefighter-who-survived-black-sunday-fall-dies-IkpyCd9LMptWt9US/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.joeydfoundation.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.joeydfoundation.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.firerescue1.com/fire-products/rescue-equipment/articles/firefighter-escape-systems-who-should-have-them-L2BxRJHEJCzPTCmv/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.firerescue1.com/info/editorial-advisory-board/
https://www.firerescue1.com/info/editorial-advisory-board/
http://twitter.com/chiefbashoor%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.facebook.com/marc.bashoor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marc-s-bashoor-b4aaa340/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:marc.bashoor@firerescue1.com
mailto:marcbashoor@firerescue1.com
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Sadly, We Have Had a Lot of Rain This 
Summer!! 

Saturday morning I got up early, dressed quietly, 
made my lunch, grabbed my clubs, slipped quietly 

into the garage and proceeded to back out into a 
torrential downpour.  The wind was blowing 50 mph. 
 I pulled back into the garage, turned on the radio, and 
discovered that the weather would be bad throughout 
the day.  I went back into the house, quietly 
undressed, and slipped back into bed. There I cuddled 
up to my wife's back, now with adifferent  
anticipation, and whispered, 'The weather out there is 
terrible’.  My loving wife of 20 years replied:  'Can 
you believe my stupid husband is out golfing in that 
crap?'  I still don't know to this day if she was joking, 
but I have stopped golfing. 

 

New Yorkers can now text emergencies to 
911 rather than phoning it in 

By Dana Kennedy and Susan Edelman   

A 51-year-old South Bronx man was torn about what 
to do when he saw an angry young man with a pistol 
in his backpack fighting with another person at a 
crowded neighborhood deli.  He was worried about 
gunshots but was wary about calling 911. 
“I used to be a knucklehead myself,” said the witness, 
a professional cook who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. “I’m from the hood and we don’t call 911. 
We take care of things our way.  “But I saw the guy 
reach for the gun and I had to do something in case 
people got hurt.”  Fortunately, he had an alternative to 
phoning it in. since June 2, New Yorkers can text to 
911 for the first time.  The grandfather’s simple 
message came over at 4:12 pm to veteran NYPD 
dispatcher Kathyann Peters on Sept. 10. 
“Male 6’ tall red shirt gun in fanny pack in front of 
deli.” 
Eighteen minutes later, 25-year-old Mustafa 
Anderson, who has a prior rap sheet involving assault 

and harassment, was arrested nearby after throwing out 
what turned out to be an imitation pistol. 
For dispatcher Peters, handling a 911 text is sometimes 
easier than fielding a call because people tend to get 
right to the point, she said. 
Texting is ideal for the roughly 208,000 hearing-
impaired city residents, those with speech difficulties 
and young people who prefer it to phoning but Peters 
said a lot of 911 texts are coming from domestic-
violence victims. 
“A lot of times the perpetrator is someone right in the 
house with them and they’re much safer texting us than 
they would be calling,” she said. 
The cook who texted the call that led to Anderson’s 
arrest felt safer, too. 
“If I’d phoned it in, people could have heard me and I 
might have gotten into an altercation myself,” he told 
The Post. “This way I went and had a sandwich and 
continued about on my business.” 
The city urges citizens to text 911 only if they cannot 
call, however. 
City data shows that most response times for texts lag 
well behind the response times for voice calls. 
For instance, in July, the average NYPD response time 
to a 911 call for a critical crime in progress including 
shots fired, robberies and assaults with weapons was 
8.3 minutes. For texts, it was 13 minutes. 
For medical emergencies, the FDNY’s response time to 
calls was 10.5 minutes, but to texts it was 15.9 
minutes. 
“If your life is on the line, you don’t want to be text 
messaging back and forth with 911,” a veteran EMS 
member said. 
“Imagine getting CPR instructions by text, or your 
baby is choking and you’re waiting  
for a text message to know what to do.” 
The NYPD’s launch of text-to-911 comes after more 
than six years of infighting and stalled 
initiatives surrounding the service. Officials initially 
promised to have the system online by early 2018. 
The program is part of a larger $28 million 
contract awarded to Motorola subsidiary Vesta 
Solutions in 2017, which ballooned to $41 million as 
the delays continued. “The department has gone from 

https://www.amny.com/news/text-to-911-caught-in-life-or-death-battle-between-nypd-and-tech-agency/
https://www.amny.com/news/text-to-911-caught-in-life-or-death-battle-between-nypd-and-tech-agency/
https://nypost.com/2019/11/12/officials-admit-nycs-911-texting-system-will-be-years-late-and-over-budget/
https://nypost.com/2017/06/13/texting-911-in-nyc-one-step-closer-to-a-reality/
https://nypost.com/2017/06/13/texting-911-in-nyc-one-step-closer-to-a-reality/
https://nypost.com/author/dana-kennedy/
https://nypost.com/author/susan-edelman/
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the Stone Age to Renaissance to the dotcom era just 
since 2014,” said Deputy Commissioner Matthew 
Fraser, head of Information Technology for the 
NYPD.  “Cops have tablets and smartphones with 
them that help them see jobs in real time. Texting to 
911 is part of precision policing. We can’t afford to let 
the technology get ahead of us.”  Fraser did admit that 
the “technology” at least when it comes to texting-
to-911 can sometimes invite what he termed 
“inappropriate pictures.” He declined to elaborate, but 
said it wasn’t a serious problem. 
The Sept. 10 texter said he was unable to sleep the 
night after he sent the text. 
“I’m not proud, I don’t feel like a hero,” he said 
when The Post told him the suspect was arrested 
without incident. “The bottom line is, where I 
come from, the cops are not always on our side. 
But I had to make a choice to contact them. I’m 
glad I did, and I’m glad I could do it via text.” 

 

We need more than a meager 1.3% COLA 
in 2021 

https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/12/we-
need-more-than-meager-13-cola.html 

Dear John Gillenny, 
After the Social Security Administration (SSA) 
announced a meager 1.3% 2021 cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) for Social Security beneficiaries, 
we contacted numerous Capitol Hill offices in an 
effort to get legislation introduced that would provide 
an Emergency 3% COLA for 2021. 
Good news! It worked! Congressman Peter DeFazio 
(OR-4) and his colleague, Congressman John Larson 
(CT-1), introduced emergency legislation to increase 
the 2021 COLA to 3%. 
Now, we need your help! We need you to contact 
your United States Representative Citizens League) 
at 844-455-0045, and let them know you can’t settle 

for a COLA of 1.3%! You need 3%! You want H.R. 
8598 passed RIGHT NOW! 
CALL YOUR MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
TODAY... 
Together we can make a difference! 
Rick Delaney 
Board Chairman 
The Senior Citizens League   
P.S. Please forward this email to your friends. The 
more people who call in, the better chance of 
getting the legislation passed. 

https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/12/we-need-more-than-meager-13-cola.html
https://thousandpointsofright.blogspot.com/2020/12/we-need-more-than-meager-13-cola.html
https://default.salsalabs.org/T42905861-e7e9-48ba-83fa-a769c0aac81f/158bbb4f-5f82-40c8-a5d6-80aa78089f84%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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* For those that are enclosing $25.00, please indicate below, if you would like to receive a hard 
copy of the newsletter or donate $5.00 to the Memorial Services. If there is no checked box 
$5.00 will be donated to the memorial service. 
* Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for 2021 
will remain at $20.00  ____ (place a check here) 
* Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues for 2021 will be $25.00  ____ 
(place a check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address    
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 2021  MEMORIAL SERVICES TO BE HELD 
ON FEB. 22, 2021 PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE ABOVE AMOUNTS 

                                       Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
NAME__________________________E-MAIL DDRESS_______________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________  HOME PHONE_______________ 

SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________            City                             
State             Zip          area code & Phone Number 
  
WIFE’S FIRST NAME__________________  CELL PHONE________________ 

D.O.B____________DATE APPOINTED_______DATE RETIRED____________ 

RANK___UNITS ASSIGNED (last first)___________________________________ 

Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, INC        Mail to:  
JOHN CARINO 
3061 Darien  Rd. 

   Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing  Address ____     
                                                        E-Mail Address___        Roster____                     Dues_______                                                                                                                                                              
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1st                                                                                 

Martin Luther King Day, Monday January 18th  
Executive Board Meeting, January 25th @ 6:45pm 
Monthly Meeting, Monday January 25th @ 7:30pm  
Annual Memorial Service, Monday, February 22nd   

    

                              

A  veteran, whether active duty, retired National Guard or Reserve is someone who 
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to the “The United 

States of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is a 
honor, and there are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it. 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

