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HAPPY THANKSGIVINGS BROTHERS

Our October meeting was attended by only 11 
members. We have been very light in attendance 
these last two months, so the board members have 

decided to invite the wives or significant other to the 
meetings. Maybe this way we will have a much better turnout 
& make the meetings more social. We also had three wives at 
the meeting.
 I have printed out Medicare reimbursement forms. If any 
brother needs one come to our November meeting 
Bob Major has stepped down as SERGEANT AT ARMS 
after 18 years. I want to thank Bob for all of the work you 
have put into this organization over those 18 years. Jimmy 
(Eppy) Eppolito has stepped up to replace Bob as sergeant at 
arms; I thank you, Jimmy. We are still looking for 2 Brothers 
to step up for two vacancy positions on the board.

HAVE A GREAT THANKSGIVING BROTHERS

Lou Malizia, President 

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 

Martin/St. Lucie Division 

November 2020 
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Annual Memorial Service
Monday, Feb. 24, 2020 VFW Hall @ 7:30pm

Members, former members, wives, girlfriends, 
friends are welcome to attend.

A brief ceremony including the playing of the 
bagpipes that will be followed by food and coffee.  

The service will take the place of our regular 
monthly meeting.  Hope to see you there to honor 
our deceased 61 brothers.  If you have a uniform 

shirt please wear it with blue pants (no shorts 
please.)          

                                                                                                                                          
In  Memoriam    

Loving memories never die, as years roll on and 
days pass by. 

 In our hearts a memory is kept, of ones we loved 
and will never forget. 

Brothers of Martin/St. Lucie Division who have 
answered their last alarm

God Rest Their Souls
 

                           
                           

                     

                              
 

 
 

Dear Active & Retired Members of the 
UFOA 

I have written to you many times over the course 
of my 12 year tenure serving the membership as 
a trustee then president of the UFOA.  This 
letter is written with mixed emotions as I 

consider the course I am about to take.  My time as 
your union President has been one of the greatest 
privileges of my life.  The trust you have given me 
allowed me to make decisions on your behalf with 
great clarity.  I am asking for your trust and support 
once again.  Following serious consideration and 
discussion with the UFOA Board, I have decided to 
run for the position of General Secretary Treasurer 
of the IAFF.  Many of you are aware that our current 
IAFF President has chosen not to seek another term. 
The current GST is now running for the Presidency.  
These circumstances leave the GST position open, 
creating an opportunity to bring the benefit of my 
experience as your President to the position of GST. 
I was very fortunate to begin my career in Engine 92 
in the Bronx, a house with a storied history of union 
participation and activism. Men like Frank Palumbo 
(UFA & GST 1972), Mickey Maye (President 
UFA), Nick Mancuso (President UFA) and Al Hagan 
(President UFOA) all began their careers on Morris 
Ave.  I stand on the shoulders of these labor icons 
that went before me.   Continued good fortunes lead 
to a great career, rising through the ranks and having 
the honor to be assigned to E 234 and Battalion 11.  
I was then elected to the UFOA Executive board as 
Chiefs' Representative which has been an incredible 
experience. 
The importance of a strong union at the local, state 
and international levels cannot be overstated.  
Operating independently, but yet in unison, where 
the mission is to fight and protect our wages, 
benefits and pensions, while keeping the health and 
safety of all members at the forefront.  The IAFF has 
been built on a good foundation. 
However, recent events have put our Union in 
harm's way. A lack of transparency and financial 
responsibility by some in leadership has left our 
members exposed and our organization in need of 
reform.  Having someone as General Secretary 
Treasurer from the outside, who can partner with our 
district VP’s and our General President, is what we 
need now to strengthen the IAFF foundation we all 

Sal Alogna, Robert Barnickel, Albert Benton
Robert Bering, Peter Bongo, James Boyle
George Brandenberger, William Carew
Henry Carroll, Robert Carruthers, Robert Castagna, Steve 
Cea, William Colandrea , Kevin Collins, Charles Costello, 
Jack Creeden, James Cummings, Robert Dielman, William 
Dietrich, Michael Dunne, Harry Elhen Frank Gallaggher, 
James Geraghty, Emil Giordano, Thomas Jones, William 
Jones, Andy Kavasansky, Bill Kelly, Michael Killarney, 
Vincent Kirk, James Leddy, Camillo Larstanna, Harold 
Lehman, Peter Loscalzo, James Manahan John 
McAndrews, Richard McCormack, Walter McGill, Glen 
Meyer, Victor MoKarry Edward Mulvihill, William 
Monahan, Richard Nagle, John Nerney, Albert Puig, Fred 
Plate, William Quinn, John Schneider, Eugene Sinnott, Ray 
Skinner Thomas Sleap, Ray Smith, Robert Smith, Joseph 
Toto Serafino Valardi, Ronald Weir, Robert Wendel, Wally 
Westervelt, James Wheeler, Joseph Williams, Robert 
Winning, William Yeager
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depend on.  This belief has led me to this decision.  I will 
continue in my role as UFOA President until after the 
IAFF elections which are scheduled to be held in January.  
The results of the election will determine if I complete my 
final year.  I would like to thank the entire membership for 
the support you have shown throughout the years.
Jake Lemonda
UFOA President 

*********
Most NYC firefighters retired with $100,000-plus 

annual pensions last year
By Carl Campanile NY Post, October 11, 2020 

More than three-quarters of FDNY employees 
who retired last year qualified for annual 
pensions exceeding $100,000 with many 
awarded extra because of disabilities related to 

9/11, a new study and data reveal.
Forty of the 491 retirees landed gold-plated pensions of 
more than $200,000 a year, according to the study by the 
Empire Center for Public Policy.
The largest pension went to retired Assistant Chief James 
C. Hodgens, who once headed the Fire Academy and was 
eligible to collect $282,476 a year.
He qualified for a disability pension, which enables 
uniformed officers to retire with pension payouts of at 
least 75 percent of their final salary instead of usual 50 
percent.
Such disability pensions made up 60 percent of all of the 
department’s retirement costs last year, according to a Post 
review of the FDNY’s annual pension report.
An FDNY spokesman said many responders are still 
retiring with disability pensions because of medical 
ailments linked to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks two decades 
ago.
The department’s disability pensions amounted to $880 
million of its $1.4 billion in retirement costs last year, 
including line-of-duty death benefits to survivors.
Of the nearly 500 people who retired from the FDNY in 
2019, there were 381 with at least 20 years of service. 
More than 325 of them were eligible for pensions greater 
than $100,000 a year.
Ken Girardin, the Empire Center’s director of strategic 
initiatives, said his group undertook the study because 
“city taxpayers should know they’re on the hook for these 
pensions.’’

The Post has previously reported on critics warning 
that the FDNY pension system is underfunded as 
firefighters who retired on medical disability pensions 
were caught participating in events such as triathlons.
Last year’s rate of $100,000-plus pensions is 
comparable to fiscal year 2018, when 471 FDNY 
officers and firefighters retired with 74 percent 
qualifying for at least $100,000 annual pensions.
Of those, 37 eligible qualified for pensions of more 
than $200,000.
FDNY spokesman Frank Dwyer said the high rate of 
disability pensions is still largely impacted by retirees 
who responded to the 9/11 attacks.
“Though 19 years have passed, that day continues to 
impact the health and careers of FDNY members,’’ he 
said.  The data became available after Empire Center 
won a 2015 court decision affirming the public’s right 
to view recipient names and amounts of FDNY 
pensions. A similar case seeking New York City 
police pension data is ongoing in state court.

*********
https://ufanyc.org/cms/contents/view/29388
UFA: Slower EMS Response Times Hurt 

Firefighter Performance, Too
Chief Leader - October 03, 2020  by BOB 
HENNELLY

The significant uptick in Emergency Medical 
Service response times can also slow fire-
company responses to fires, according to Andy 

Ansbro, the president of the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association.
According to the Mayor's Management Report, the 
time elapsed from when a call came into a dispatcher 
until an FDNY ambulance arrived on the scene went 
from an average of 9:22 in fiscal 2019 to 10:19 in the 
fiscal year that ended June 30.
Engine Companies 'Stuck'
"When the FDNY EMS system is overtaxed, fire-
engine companies can end up stuck with a patient 
waiting for EMS and transport," Mr. Ansbro said 
during a phone interview.  "Legally we can't leave a 
patient until EMS arrives."
The Management Report attributed the spike in 
response times to "the unprecedented demand on the 
EMS system during the peak months of the crisis" 

https://nypost.com/author/carl-campanile/
https://nypost.com/2017/08/17/fdny-is-worst-off-city-pension-with-9b-debt-report/
https://nypost.com/2017/08/17/fdny-is-worst-off-city-pension-with-9b-debt-report/
https://nypost.com/2010/07/06/86g-disability-pension-for-marathon-man/
https://ufanyc.org/cms/contents/view/29388
http://www.chiefleader.com/
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and "was exacerbated by high levels of medical leave 
among EMS employees."
Last fiscal year, the city's daily average for "peak 
ambulances in service" was 491, up from 460 the year 
before.  Last year's calculation also includes 250 
additional ambulances provided by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency for the busiest 
weeks of the initial wave.
The MMR figures include the period starting March 7, 
when the FDNY ordered firefighters not to respond to 
medical emergencies related to respiratory distress out 
of concern that one Firefighter's infection could put an 
entire firehouse at risk of being placed under 
quarantine.  That order was rescinded on April 23.
Hampered by Hyped Calls
Mr. Ansbro said in normal times when fire companies 
are first on the scene to provide cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation, their quicker responses can be the 
difference between life and death, "but all too often it 
occurs that we are on an over-exaggerated medical 
call and miss a fire call in the process."
The city, reflecting a national trend, has seen a 
significant decline in fire-related calls, while 
experiencing an exponential rise in the volume of 
medical-aid requests. According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, between 1985 and 2015, fire 
departments recorded a three-fold increase in call 
volume, but almost two-thirds of those calls were for 
medical aid or rescue.
The Fire Department gets 1.8 million calls a year, and 
in fiscal year 2020 just 25,993 were for structural fires 
and 12,507 for vehicle or other outdoor-fire responses. 
It recorded 560,000 life-threatening emergencies.
That total includes the height of the first wave of the 
COVID pandemic six months ago, when EMS call 
volume surged to record levels of several thousand 
daily calls. Fatal cardiac calls spiked almost ten-fold 
from the year before, with some days producing 200 
such calls.
In fiscal year 2020, the FDNY got 32,831 reports of 
patients in cardiac arrest or choking (segment-one 
incidents), representing a 25-percent increase 
compared to FY 2019," the report stated.
'Must Get There Sooner'
Mr. Ansbro said he was troubled by the marked 
decline in the rate of survival in the cardiac-arrest 
cases.
According to the Management Report, just 21 percent 
"of confirmed cardiac arrest patients" were revived, a 

decline of eight percentage points compared to the same 
period a year earlier.  Because of the pandemic's demand 
on city hospitals, for the first time EMS crews were 
ordered not to transport cardiac-arrest cases if they were 
unable to restart the patient's heart at the scene.
"The only way to improve on this is to get there sooner, 
getting their faster saves lives," Mr. Ansbro said.  
"There's people that we are not saving because we are not 
getting there soon enough to start CPR."
"The American Heart Association's scientific position is 
that brain death and permanent death start to occur in 4-6 
minutes after someone experiences cardiac arrest," 
according to EMS World.  "Cardiac arrest can be 
reversible if treated within a few minutes with an electric 
shock and ALS intervention to restore a normal heartbeat.  
Verifying this standard are studies showing that a victim's 
chances of survival are reduced by 7%-10% with every 
minute that passes without defibrillation and advanced 
life support intervention.  Few attempts at resuscitation 
succeed after 10 minutes."
Fewer Firefighters Burned
The shutdown of many city businesses and schools and 
the reduction in foot and vehicular traffic appears to have 
reduced the volume of fire calls.  The Management 
Report stated, "Fire Company runs between fiscal year 
2019 and fiscal year 2020 decreased 14 percent due to an 
11-percent decrease to medical emergencies and a 19-
percent decrease to non-medical emergencies."
Arson fires, however, jumped from 1,329 in fiscal year 
2019 to 1,495.
Fiscal year 2020 saw a decline in firefighters' on-the-job 
burn injuries to 210, down from 223 in fiscal year 2019.  
Medical leaves dipped from 3,994 to 3,361 over the same 
period.

*********
BLM shirt worn at FDNY firehouse raises 

‘double standard’ complaint
By Susan Edelman September 12, 2020 NY Post

The FDNY’s racial divide has come full circle.

Firefighters at the majority-black Engine 234/
Ladder 123 in Crown Heights are sporting T-
shirts with an FDNY logo marked with a black 

power fist symbol. 
It bears the words: “Black Lives Matter.”  And using a 
phrase often associated with 9/11, the shirt says “Never 

https://nypost.com/author/susan-edelman/
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Forget” at the top of the symbol, and “400 Years of 
Slavery” beneath it.  It’s the same engine company 
where white Firefighter Thomas Buttaro was fired in 
2015 for wearing a T-shirt marked “Merit Matters,” a 
group opposed to FDNY racial hiring quotas.  When 
a black firefighter complained about him, Buttaro 
wore the shirt only to and from work, off-duty.  But 
that led to charges of insubordination and “creating a 
hostile environment.”  Buttaro, who is still fighting 
his termination in court, said a photo of the new T-
shirt circulating on social media shows a black 
firefighter wearing it in the Engine 234 kitchen.  
“This is a slap in the face,” Buttaro told The Post.  
“My off-duty dress to and from work was regulated.  
The photo of the BLM shirt was taken while the 
wearer was on duty,” he charged.  “I find it a divisive 
shirt to be worn in the firehouse.”
Apparently in response to the photo, FDNY Chief of 
Operations Thomas Richardson sent out a 
department-wide memo on Sept. 4 reminding 
members about the dress code, which states that “at 
no time may a T-shirt be worn” in lieu of department-
issued work shirts.  The memo did not specifically 
mention the Engine 234 T-shirt.
Engine 234/Ladder 123 is led by Capt. Paul 
Washington, a leader in the Vulcan Society, a 
fraternal group of black firefighters.
Some rank-and-file firefighters are outraged by what 
they see as leniency toward the group.  “The double 
standard is clear.  The hypocrisy is mind-blowing,” a 
veteran FDNY member said.  The FDNY, which is 
under court order to hire more black and Hispanic 
firefighters, shut down the Merit Matters group in 
2015.  Its founder, deputy Chief Paul Mannix, was 
forced to drop his blog, which argued that firefighter 
candidates should be held to the same standards, 
regardless of race or gender.
“Once again, the FDNY’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity office proves itself to be a farce and a 
joke,” said lawyer Keith Sullivan, who is not 
involved in the Buttaro case.  “These double 
standards create divisiveness.”
Sullivan represents Lt. Dan McWilliams one of three 
firefighters in the iconic 9/11 Ground Zero flag photo 
in a state Human Rights Division complaint. 
McWilliams was kicked off a color guard ceremony 
in 2017 because Regina Wilson, then president of the 
Vulcan Society, wanted an all-black procession. 

Cecilia Loving, FDNY’s chief diversity and 
inclusion officer, defended that decision.
The FDNY would not comment on the new Engine 
234 t-shirt.
“All members are instructed to follow uniform 
regulations and wear approved work duty attire 
while on duty,” a spokesman said.

*********
Wait...this is what you call racism today?

This is a no-go topic so please don’t read the email 
below because if you do it will cause three of your 

molars to turn chartreuse.
Black Chicago

Despite claims of systematic, privileged, white, 
racism enslaving blacks, like many other crime 
ridden failing cities, Chicago, Illinois is completely 
run by blacks.  The BLM and Chicago politicians 
blame police and racism!

Check out these FACTS:
1.    1,595 shootings January-June 2020. Almost every 
shooter was black, (As were the majority of the 
victims).
2.   The Chicago mayor is black. 
3.   The Superintendent of Police is black. 
4.   The Cook County States??? Attorney is black 
5.   The Chief Judge of Cook County Circuit Courts is 
black. 
6.   The Illinois Attorney General is black from 
Chicago. 
7.   The Chicago Fire Department Commissioner is 
black. 
8.   The Cook County Board President is black. 
9.   The State Senate Majority Leader is black from 
Chicago. 
10. The Illinois Lieutenant Governor is black from 
Chicago. 
11. The Illinois Secretary of State is black from 
Chicago. 
12. The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County is 
black. 
13. The Cook County Clerk is black. 
14. The Chicago Treasurer is black. 
15. The Chicago Police Board President is black.
16. The Chicago Transit Authority President is black. 
17. The CEO of Chicago Public Schools is black. 
18. The Commissioner of the Chicago Department of 
Water Management is black.

https://nypost.com/2017/12/09/hateful-son-of-ex-fdny-commish-got-second-chance-but-i-got-fired/
https://nypost.com/2017/12/09/hateful-son-of-ex-fdny-commish-got-second-chance-but-i-got-fired/
https://nypost.com/2012/10/02/hire-fight-over-bias-in-fdny/
https://nypost.com/2012/10/02/hire-fight-over-bias-in-fdny/
https://nypost.com/2012/10/02/hire-fight-over-bias-in-fdny/
https://nypost.com/2020/07/25/fdny-official-defends-excluding-famed-9-11-officer-from-procession/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%25253A%25252F%25252F5.th%25252F&data=02%25257C01%25257C%25257Cb8b3c1c36a80489d1b0808d8621a9772%25257C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%25257C1%25257C0%25257C637367213628422983&sdata=WjPPJlIuMvrYVqNvcNqB%25252FTxsKb9dQCw3MawH2hzzAeU%25253D&reserved=0%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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19. 40% OF THE CHICAGO CITY COUNCIL 
BELONG TO THE BLACK 
      CAUCUS.
They are all Democrats on the city council ??? except 
for 4 Independents.  
The pay is $122,304 annually PLUS $122,000 in 
expenses. (?)
Pension for life is 80% of highest pay. 
Republican head count in the City Council is ZERO of 
ANY color!  

Interesting stats.

So, now where is the racism against blacks?
Looks like they run the place, and are the only ones 
responsible for allowing all the crime and violence 
they complain about!

*********
Brooklyn Pot Farm Goes Up in Smoke After 

Two-Alarm Inferno
AM New York - October 19, 2020

An illegal million dollar pot farm went up in 
smoke Saturday morning after a two-alarm 
fire ripped through a Brooklyn building.

Firefighters responded to the blaze that broke out at 
around 10:15 a.m. on Oct. 17 inside what they 
believed to be an abandoned, two-story building at 
3232 Fulton St. in East New York.  But they soon 
discovered that the structure was “heavily fortified” 
with wood, sheet rock and metal.
When firefighters entered the second floor, they found 
70 marijuana plants complete with grow lights, 
chemical fertilizers and hose lines designed to provide 
water to the plants some of which were seven feet tall.
The total stash could be worth on the street of nearly a 
million dollars, officials privately said.  The fire 
apparently started in the basement, investigators said; 
it may have been due to the pot farmers jumping the 
electrical meter to avoid paying for the large amounts 
of electric used to power the high intensity grow lights.
Fire officials said the blaze was difficult to extinguish 
due to heavy debris on the first floor and basement and 
a special air filtration equipment that took up hallways 
of the building.  One investigator said neighbors had 
recently reported sporadic electrical problems, 
including brown outs that no one could explain.

By the time the fire was under control, after about 90 
minutes, the greenery could be seen from the street.  One 
plant leaning out the window of the second floor where 
previously was a plywood obstruction.  Outside of the 
building laid air filtration equipment and wood panels to 
board up the windows and doors.
“There were no people living here, it was just being used 
to grow marijuana,” a police official said.  One detective 
added, “There were plants from one end of the second 
floor to the other.  They were running a lot of power.”
Residents were watching as police gathered outside the 
building.  One man, who didn’t want to be identified, 
said he thought the building was vacant.
“Someone’s going to be very unhappy there’s gotta be 
about $20,000 in equipment alone in there to grow that,” 
said the man standing across watching.  “You know, 
people gotta make a living and with there being not too 
many jobs, this is it.  They should just make it legal.”
The owner of the building next door that houses Denisse 
Boutique, Tamara Partouch, said she had no idea what 
was going on inside.
“There was a drug lab over here, right next to my 
building,” said Partouch. 
“Two years ago, I had squatter in my place, and they 
were growing it here so we called the police because 
they were selling it they probably moved there. I guess 
during COVID time its a good thing.”  Her tenant, 
Katherine Delgado, said she was working at the time of 
the fire and she was upset that her apartment was 
damaged.
“She (the landlord) called me to see what was 
happening, I hope my stuff is ok on the second floor,” 
said Delgado.  “I’m only living here one month and I 
didn’t know what was going on because I was working.  
I don’t know what to think.”
Officers from the 75th Precinct were working throughout 
the afternoon, bagging large garbage bags with the 
greenery.  Police filled up an entire van, and were not 
halfway finished, they said.  “I don’t know if it is all 
going to fit I hope so,” he chided.
The Department of Buildings also slapped a vacate order 
on the building and were prepared to issue other fines 
when they locate the owner.
Illegal pot farms have resulted in dangerous fires across 
the city in recent years, one of which resulted in a Fire 
Department official’s death.
In 2017, police raided a pot farm in the Bronx and took 
millions of dollars worth of marijuana.  In 2016, a pot 
farm in the Bronx exploded, killing a FDNY chief and 

https://www.amny.com/
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injuring 20.  The farmers were later convicted of 
manslaughter for creating the dangerous conditions 
with chemical fertilizers and illegal wiring.
In 2010, a pot farm on Miller Avenue, blocks from this 
find, also went up in smoke because of faulty wiring. 
No injuries occurred in that fire where dozens of plants 
were found.

*********
Firefighters Union Fiercely Endorses 

Candidate — Guess Who?
BY JULIO ROSAS  SEPTEMBER 30, 2020   Free Man News

The Philadelphia Firefighters and Paramedics 
Union announced on Tuesday they will be 
breaking with the International Association of 

Fire Fighters, who endorsed former Vice President Joe 
Biden, and will be endorsing President Trump.
“The members of Local 22 respectfully break with the 
undemocratic IAFF endorsement of Joe Biden and 
pledge our full support to President Donald J. Trump. 
The Biden endorsement was done without a canvas of 
local unions and the consideration of the rank and file 
IAFF membership,” President Mike Bresnan wrote. “ 
Local 22 members were surveyed and overwhelmingly 
chose President Trump,” Bresnan continued. “They 
know what is at stake in this election and this 
endorsement should be a wake-up call to IAFF leaders 
that have lost touch with the will of the membership. 
There is tremendous support for President Trump 
among first responders and we encourage other IAFF 
locals to confer with their members.”  Bresnan wrote 
that several Philadelphia fire companies were shut 
down under the Obama-Biden administration and they 
were able to come back due to the FEMA grants 
provided by the Trump administration.
Local 22 of the IAFF represents more than 4,500 
current and retired firefighters, paramedics, EMT’s and 
officers of the Philadelphia Fire Department.

*********
First Hispanic FDNY Commissioner Carlos 

Rivera Dead at 86, Led Department’s 
Response to 1993 WTC Terrorist Bombing

NY Daily News - October 14, 2020 by HOMAS TRACY and 
LARRY MCSHANE

Former FDNY Commissioner Carlos Rivera, the 
department’s first Latino leader and its 
commander when terrorists first targeted the 

World Trade Center in a 1993 bombing, died Monday at 
the age of 87.
The decorated career firefighter joined the FDNY on July 
23, 1958, working his way up the department’s ladder 
until his groundbreaking Jan. 1, 1990, appointment by 
Mayor David Dinkins. Rivera’s stay as commissioner 
ended abruptly with his August 1993 resignation, as he 
leveled charges of anti-Latino bias against City Hall.
Rivera was the commissioner during the first World 
Trade Center attack on Feb. 26, 1993, when a terrorist 
bomb exploded in a subterranean parking garage at the 
Twin Towers.  Six people were killed and more than 
1,000 injured as the FDNY helped evacuate 50,000 
people from the 110-story Lower Manhattan buildings 
after the bomb carved a 60-foot wide crater in the garage.
“Carlos Rivera bravely served our city for 35 years,” said 
current FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro in a Tuesday 
statement.  “He was a well-respected firefighter and fire 
officer who climbed the ranks of the department, 
ultimately serving as the first Hispanic fire commissioner.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family, and our 
department mourns his loss.”

*********
FYI - SOCIAL SECURITY WAGE 

CHANGES
The following Social Security and Medicare tax 
changes will be in effect after January 1, 2021.

Social Security and Medicare Tax Rates
FICA TAX-EMPLOYEE SHARE)

Social Security Wage Base…………Increased to 
$142,800.00 
Social Security Tax Rate …………...Remains 6.2% 

FICA TAX-EMPLOYER SHARE)
Social Security Wage Base…………Increased to 
$142,800.00 
Social Security Tax Rate …………...Remains 6.2% 

MEDICARE-EMPLOYEE SHARE)
Medicare Tax Rate………………….Remains 1.45% 
Medicare Tax Rate………………….Remains 2.35% 

https://freemannews.com/author/julio-rosas/%22%20%5Co%20%22Posts%20by%20Julio%20Rosas
https://freemannews.com/2020/09/30/firefighters-union-fiercely-endorses-candidate-guess-who/
http://www.nydailynews.com/
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(Applies to wages in excess of $200,000 regardless of 
the individual’s filing status) 
Medicare Tax Wage Base………….No base limit 

*********

A  rant from conservative firebrand Ann 
Coulter where she posits “Is Chris Wallace 
A White-Supremacist”.  You can read the 

whole thing here  https://townhall.com/columnists/
anncoulter/2020/09/30/is-chris-wallace-a-white-supremacist-

n2577249 
but for those who won’t here is some of what she 

said:
“After four months of looting, arson, window breaking, 
vandalism, intimidation, physical assaults, stabbings 
and shootings by Black Lives Matter and Antifa, the 
first thing on the media’s mind is getting Trump to 
condemn “white supremacists”! 
It would be as if, on the morning after Pearl Harbor, the 
League of Nations demanded that FDR condemn 
American aggression in the Pacific.”
“Why on earth was Trump being badgered by both 
debate moderator Chris Wallace and Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden to denounce “white supremacy”? 
And why wasn’t Biden ever asked to condemn the 
nonstop violence by Antifa that actually has been 
consuming the country for more than 100 nights now?”  
“The media’s position on the murderous BLM and 
Antifa riots has gone from What riots?  They’re 
peaceful protests! to The rioters are white supremacist 
Trump supporters! “White supremacy” is a bogus 
concept invented on college campuses. There are white 
men who do horrible things, just as there are Asian men 
and black men who do horrible things.  But they don’t 
represent any kind of organized movement.”  “You 
know what’s an organized movement? Antifa  Rose 
City Antifa, Antifa Seven Hills, Antifa  Sacramento,  
Atlanta “Antifascists” and so on.  They’re organized 
well enough that hundreds, sometimes thousands, of 
Antifa members always know exactly when and where 
to show up, and what weapons to bring.   But in Chris 
Wallace’s demon-haunted imagination, out beyond the 
coastal cities, there’s a scary world of pickup trucks 
being driven by men with long-barreled guns trying to 
re-enact “Roots.”  (And they shop at Walmart  
“Burning down police precincts, knocking statues off 
their pedestals, smashing windows, looting and 

vandalizing stores, stopping cars and demanding the 
drivers pledge allegiance to BLM, banging drums outside 
of politicians houses late into the night, was it the Proud 
Boys doing any of that?  Why are we talking about the 
Proud Boys at all?”  “The entire point of the Proud Boys 
is for men to be masculine and defend the innocent, 
something like the Guardian Angels.  It has nothing 
whatsoever to do with “white supremacy. ” But, again, 
liberals call anyone they don’t like and can’t refute 
“white supremacists.”   “The universities and media have 
successfully turned “white supremacist” into the worst 
thing any human can be worse than “murderer,” “drug 
dealer” or “child molester.”  To falsely accuse an 
organization of being “white supremacist” ought to be 
considered defamation per se.  If you want to destroy 
something, is there a better way to do it than labeling it 
“white supremacist”?  This is the position of the media 
and the Democratic Party:  Antifa must be allowed to run 
riot without interference from anyone. We’ve liberated 
Antifa from district attorneys and mayors and now we’ll 
liberate them from individual Americans.  Therefore, 
anyone who defends the innocent from psychotic left-
wing violence will be cursed as a “white supremacist.”

*********
9/11 heroes deserve better

By DAILY NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD OCT 02, 2020  

Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin and Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services boss Seema Verma 
say the right things about 9/11 and insist they 

honor the service and sacrifice of those who risked their 
health downtown in the days and weeks thereafter. 
So why are their agencies shortchanging the seven vital 
health care clinics that treat active and retired firefighters 
and EMTs for World Trade Center-related ailments from 
which they suffer?
Thousands of heroes from the FDNY and EMS literally 
ran to help at the burning towers on 9/11 and in the days 
and weeks and months of recovery of bodies afterward. 
The feds said the air was safe. In fact, as this Editorial 
Board exposed 13 years ago, they breathed in toxins that 
would go on to take thousands of lives and sicken 
thousands more.
The Congress, after a shamefully long delay of years, 
rightly decided that America owed its unending gratitude 
to these men and women and promised that their health 
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care needs would be forever covered by the people of 
a grateful nation.
But some bean counters down in Washington 
siphoned away $3.9 million from the FDNY clinics 
because the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, known as CMS, has a completely unrelated 
billing dispute with New York City’s Medicaid 
program. This is cruelty incarnate, especially coming 
from an executive branch whose boss claims to have 
helped at Ground Zero.
Remembering the September 11th terrorist attacks
Even after Rep. Pete King patiently explained the 
stupidity to the bureaucrats, even after this 
newspaper shined a light on the injustice this Sept. 11, 
even after the entire New York congressional 
delegation demanded the money be released, there’s 
just nonsense, with Treasury blaming CMS and CMS 
pointing to Treasury.  Cut the crap. You don’t rob from 
the heroes of 9/11.  Mnuchin and Verma must fix this 
now.

*********

A young black kid asks his mother, 
"Mama, what is Socialism and what is 
Racism?"  "Well, Child...Socialism is when 

the white folks work hard every day so we can get 
all our governmental entitlement stuff for free.  You 
know like our free cell phones for each family 
member, rent subsidy, food stamps, EBT, WIC, free 
school breakfast, lunch, and in some places supper; 
free healthcare, utility subsidy, and on and on you 
know, that's Socialism."   "But, Mama, don't the 
white people get angry about all that?"  "Sure they 
do, Honey. That's called Racism."

*********
 IS IT WORKING???

The US Population is 330,000,000 and in 5 
months the number of deaths was 130,000.  
 The number of deaths as a percent of the 

population is 0.03939, compared to the number of 
cancer cases diagnosed in 2019 (1,762.450) and 
607,000 deaths.   
This doesn’t seem far-fetched because it is happening 
before our eyes.

A very well-orchestrated plan, or an unimaginable set of 
events that just fell into place with the United States front 
and center.  Scare people with a virus, force them to wear 
masks and place them in quarantine.
Count the number of dead every second of every day, in 
every News Headline. 
By the way, ninety-nine and eight-tenths of the people 
who get the virus recover.  
About one to two tenths of one percent who get the virus, 
die.  
Most all of them have other medical problems.  Did you 
catch that?  Less than 1/2 of a percent die. 
Close businesses = 35,000,000+ instantly unemployed.
Remove entertainment and prohibit Recreation; Closing 
parks, gyms, bars, restaurants, sports. 
No dating.  No touching.  Isolate people.  Dehumanize 
them.
Close Temples and Churches, prohibit worship. Create a 
vacuum and let depression, anxiety, hopelessness and 
desperation set in.  
Then ignite hatred and civil unrest, creating Civil War.  
Empty the prisons because of the virus and fill the streets 
with criminals.  
Send in Antifa to vandalize property, as if they are 
freedom fighters. 
Undermine the law, Riot, Loot and Attack all Law 
Enforcement, but tell government to order a stand-down.  
Then Defund Law Enforcement and abolish Police.  
We are all being played by those who want to destroy 
America!  This is how you destroy a Nation from within, 
and in very short order.  Will it work?  I guess that 
depends on you and me.  I did not write this but it needs to 
be shared.

Shaffer Automotive
Ford Certified ASE Master Tech             
L1 Certified MV-42144

Over 25 years Experience                         
10% Discount given to members

880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957

334-3413   Ask for Ken    Fax 244-2886     
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FDNY Florida Retirees  

Martin/Saint Lucie Division 

 
For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to our Memorial Services 

unless you place a check mark in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the newsletter 

via email ONLY. 

 

Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues will remain at $

20.00         (place  a  check  here)  

 
Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail, your dues will be $25.00 (place a 

check here),         you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address 

 

If you would like to donate to our memorial service, held in February of each year, please 

add $5.00 (or any amount you desire) to the above amount. 

 

Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 

 

Your Name_____________________________________________                  

 

Address___________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 

Home Phone___________________________ 

EmailAddress_____________________________________________________ 

 

Summer Address & Phone Number (if you are a snowbird) 

__________________________________________________________________

City State Zip Area code &  Phone Number 

 

 
Wife’s First Name_____________________

 

Cell Phone____________________

 

D.O.B____________ 

 

 
Date Appointed: __________Date Retired____________ Rank_____ Units Assigned 

 

(Last First)__________________________________________________________________

 

 

Make check payable to: FDNY RETIREES, INC and Mail to:

 

 
JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien Rd. Port St. Lucie, FL 34952

 
 

For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing Address ____     

                                        

E-Mail Address___ Roster____          Dues_______           

Lou Calleja
Use your Keyboard to fill Form



Page  of 10 10

F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events

All Saints Day, Sunday, November 1st                                                                       
All Souls’ Day, Monday, November 2nd                                                            
Election Day, Tuesday November 3rd                                                                           

Veterans Day, Saturday, November 11th                                                                   
Executive Board Meeting, Monday, November 23rd @ 6;45PM                             

Monthly Meeting, Monday, November 23rd  @ 7:30 PM                                                     
Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 26th  

A Veteran, whether active duty, retired, National Guard or Reserve is someone who
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States

of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is honor, and there
are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it.

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
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