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Happy Valentines Brothers & Others 

I am sorry to announce that the board members and I have decided 
to postpone our 25th Annual Memorial Ceremony in February 
because of COVID- 19. Four of our members have been stricken 
with the virus & we can not chance anyone else catching it. Better 

to be safe than sorry. IT IS NOT CANCELED; IT IS JUST 
POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE.  
The four Brothers who have the virus are all doing well, THANK 
GOD. We will still have our February meeting. 

We have learned that all of the brothers who have sent in a 
reimbursement form for Medicare Part B are going to have to apply by 
e-mail now because NOBODY is working at the office, and the 
paperwork is just sitting there, See page 2 (Important Notice)

As Always Brothers, Thank You for Keeping Our Organization Alive
Stay Safe and Wear Your Mask

Lou Malizia, President

THROUGH THE BAG 
New York City Fire Department Retirees 

Martin/St. Lucie Division 

February 2021 
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Important Notice 

The Health Benefits Retiree client service walk-
in center is closed. Due to the closure of the 
office, retirees who mailed or faxed forms or 

correspondence March 11, 2020 or after, we 
cannot access or process that form. Please 
resubmit inquiries and documents   

Open the following site for instructions:   https://
www1.nyc.gov/site/olr/health/healthhome.page  

See below. 
----- Original Message -----  
From:  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 11:20 AM 
Subject: Medicare reimbursement differential request form 
THIS IS A NEW WAY TO FILE 
OK BROTHERS  
THE CITY OFFICE OF LABOR RELATIONS HAS MADE 
IT MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO FILE THIS YEAR  
MOST OF YOU HAVE ALREADY MAILED THIS FORM 
IN.  
BUT DUE TO THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PLAGUE 
(COVID 19)  
NOBODY WORKS IN THE OFFICE. SO ALL THE MAIL IS 
SITTING THERE. WHILE ALL THE WORKERS ARE 
HOME!! 
SO NOW YOU HAVE TO E-MAIL ALL PAPERS TO THEM 
IN ORDER TO GET YOUR MONEY BACK. 
THIS IS NOT A EASY THING TO DO. I FOUND THE 
EASY WAY TO DO THIS IS TO TURN IT OVER TO 
YOUR TECH TEAM. (Son, daughter or better yet grand 
child)TO FILL OUT FORM  
ONCE AGAIN GOOD LUCK AND GOD SPEED  
RICH  
-----Original Message----- 
From:  
To:  
Sent: Wed, Jan 20, 2021 5:38 pm 
Subject: OLR Infor 
Rich,  

The form can be downloaded at https://
www1.nyc.gov/assets/olr/downloads/pdf/
health/med-b-differential-form-2019.pdf 

Information about forwarding information to OLR. 
healthbenefitshome (nyc.gov) 

This e mail is for questions: 
Inquiries and questions can be emailed 
to: healthbenefits@olr.nyc.gov  
You may get guidance regarding items that were sent 
via US mail and whether to resubmit electronically. 
Patrick Reynolds  
Retiree Liaison 
Uniformed Fire Officers Family Protection Plan 
IAFF Local 854  

125 Maiden Lane 6th Floor  
New York, NY 10038           Office: 212 376-8400           
Fax:     212 293-0278  

*****
Former NYC firefighter Thomas Fee facing 

arrest in Capitol riot 

By Rebecca Rosenberg, Susan Edelman, Craig McCarthy and Bruce 
Golding  January 18, 2021    

A former New York City firefighter with a history 
of racist accusations against him is being hunted 
by the feds in the Jan. 6 storming of the US 

Capitol where he claimed to be “at the tip of the spear,” 
authorities said Monday. 
Thomas Fee, 53, of Freeport, Long Island, texted 
an acquaintance a photo of himself surrounded by rioters 
inside the US Capitol Rotunda, according to court papers. 
Fee also allegedly sent the man, whose sister was 
formerly Fee’s girlfriend, a video in which people were 
yelling “tyranny” and “Pelosi,” along with a text about 
being the deadly riot’s spear tip. 
The unidentified man, who is an agent with 
the US Diplomatic Security Service, initially deleted the 
communications but later recovered them and contacted 
authorities, according to court papers. 
Fee was being sought for arrest, according to a source 
briefed on the matter. 
In 2004, Fee was suspended as a volunteer firefighter in 
Hempstead, Long Island, over allegations he repeatedly 
shouted racial slurs (https://nypost.com/2004/11/24/race-
baiting-firefighter-suspended-on-l-i/) at a black doctor, 
The Post reported at the time.  The incidents allegedly 
took place as the cardiologist walked past the firehouse 
on Long Beach Road. 
The FDNY confirmed Fee’s alleged involvement but it 
was unclear Monday how the matter was resolved. 
Fee retired in October after 22 years with the FDNY, the 
department said. 
He earned a total of $125,794 in fiscal 2020, with a base 
salary of $85,292, according to the Empire 
Center’s SeeThroughNY website. 
Fee was charged Saturday with violent entry and 
disorderly conduct on Capitol grounds and knowingly 
entering or remaining in any restricted building or 
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grounds without lawful authority, according to a 
criminal complaint filed in Washington, DC. 
A neighbor of Fee’s in Freeport described him as an 
“ass” to The Post on Monday. 
The woman, who declined to give her name, said that 
Fee had tried to show her and other black neighbors his 
“gun collection” when he first moved in. “He’s 
definitely off,” she said. “He told me:”You know, they 
think that I don’t like black people.’ He told me: ‘I got 
in trouble messing with a black lady before but I love 
black ladies. 
”I can imagine what he was saying.” 

*****
For those members that 
have not paid the 2021 

dues this will be your last 
newsletter 

******
FBI asks FDNY to name active or retired 

firefighters at Capitol siege 

By Susan Edelman January 9, 2021   

Enlarge Image 

The FBI is investigating whether active or retired 
FDNY firefighters took part in the siege at the 
US Capitol, The Post has learned. 

The department issued a statement Saturday in 
response to questions about a photo posted to Twitter of 
a man wearing a jacket marked “FDNY Squad 252” on 
the back, standing near the entrance to the Capitol and 
carrying an American flag. 
“The department received anonymous allegations that 
active or retired members were present at the events at 
the United States Capitol on January 6 and as 
required, has provided that information to the FBI,” 
the statement said. 
Squad 252 is a Special Operations Command located at 
617 Central Ave. in Bushwick, Brooklyn. 
FDNY spokesman Frank Dwyer could not identify the 
man who is seen from behind but said the person is 

“believed to be retired.” A veteran FDNY member was 
appalled by the image “No FDNY firefighter should 
be participating in anarchy.  They’re supposed to save 
lives, not commit sedition,” the member told The Post. 
Squad companies consist of highly 
trained firefighters who respond to fires and other 
emergencies. They get additional training for needs 
such as confined space rescues, incidents on or in the 
water, and high-angle rescues. 
https://nypost.com/2021/01/09/fbi-asks-fdny-
to-id-active-or-retired-firefighters-at-capitol-
riot/?utm_source=Yahoo%20Mail 

*****
FDNY EMT busted for ransacking dying 

landlord’s apartment 

By Amanda Woods NY Post January 15,2021 

An FDNY EMT was busted for ransacking his 
dying landlord’s apartment stealing more 
than $30,000 in items after he helped prepare 

him for transport to the hospital, authorities said. 
Javier Rosario, 29, jumped into action to help his 
colleagues, who responded when the elderly landlord 
suffered a medical episode Jan. 5 inside the apartment 
on 84th Street near 19th Avenue in Bensonhurst, cops 
said. 
But then, while the other EMTs rushed the landlord to 
the hospital, Rosario ransacked the apartment, stealing 
about $33,000 in laptops, jewelry, money and other 
items, police said.  The landlord died at the hospital, 
cops said. 
Rosario was busted around 7:40 p.m. Thursday, after 
the senior’s widow found video showing him in the 
apartment, police said. 
He was charged with burglary and criminal possession 
of stolen property, authorities said.  The FDNY said an 
investigation is underway. 
He has served with the FDNY for two years and works 
in Brooklyn, a spokesman said. 

*****
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This letter is from the NYPD Pipe band.  It is 
absolutely great and right on the money.  
 I wish everyone would read this and pay 

attention to what he is saying.   
I have to agree with him when he says when you watch 
these sports games (football, baseball, etc.etc) you are 
actually supporting the very people who are trying to 
destroy us and the country.  I hate when a guy says to 
me "oh I got to watch football, I'm a die hard football 
fan."  Then I guess you really don't mind supporting 
their movement, a movement that advocates death to 
the police "pigs in a blanket, fry 'em like bacon." Keep 
that in mind when you watch your Sunday football 
game, as you enjoy it with a cold one. 
Scroll down: 
I doubt we will be having a January meeting, and if we 
do, I probably won't attend due to the Wuhan Virus (I 
no longer will refer to it as COVID since the strain 
from the UK has been called the UK Virus why is 
China off limits?  But, I am hoping to get a shot of the 
vaccine after all the Inmates and woke Congressional 
people get theirs...  
As a result, I would like to make a motion.  I have 
been thinking about this long and hard.  I believe the 
NYPD Pipes and Drums should never play or perform 
for the NFL, MLB, the New York Football Giants, The 
New York Jets, The New York Yankees or the New 
York Metropolitans for many reasons.  The main 
reason is that they are undermining our nation and are 
working alongside a group of people who want to 
fundamentally change the nature of these United 
States.   
The second reason, which should be evident, is that 
these corporations, (yes, they are not teams in the true 
sense) have taken a stance against the police in the 
United States.  They have taken the side of the people 
who would do harm to the police and, once again, the 
people who want to fundamentally change our 
country.  
When I turned on a Yankees game in the summer, I 
was horrified, stunned, to see the BLM logo etched on 
the backside of the pitchers mound. Immediately my 
thoughts went to the shouts we heard on the streets this 
summer, "Oink, Oink, pigs in a blanket Fry 'em up in a 
pan like bacon."  Of course I turned the TV off and 

cancelled YES network and SNY etc.  I already shut off 
the NFL in 2017. 
When they are done tearing down the statues of 
Washington and Jefferson and Lincoln and the great men 
who founded this country and also discovered it, they 
will begin erecting new statues and one of the first ones 
will be Colin Kaepernick who will be looked upon as the 
John the Baptist of anti-Flag and anti-Star Spangled 
Banner and  
anti-police prophets of woke!  His statues and perhaps 
his hero, Joanne Chesimard will probably be erected 
near City Hall Park or maybe even in DC. 
Do you know that they sang "The Black National 
Anthem" ("Raise Every Voice in Song" for you 
"unwoke" people) in the Michigan State House and 
asked that everybody remain standing for it?  Well, 
Kaepernick and Roger Goodell will be sanctified and  
celebrated by the woke as early advocates for two 
anthems.  I know they sang the "Black National 
Anthem" at every opening day in the NFL this year and I 
doubt they will stop now.  Sorry to take up so much time 
here.  But, I am obviously passionately pro-cop, pro- 
America and I can't believe what these people have done 
to my country.  As the NYPD Pipes and Drums we 
would be lending credence and respectability to these 
traitorous corporations.  We would be looked upon as 
giving our blessing to the BLM Movement.  And we all 
know that this movement is comprised of self-admitted 
Marxists who say they are trained in Marxist advocacy. 
They also demand the deconstruction of the American 
nuclear family.  If you don't believe me, go to their 
website.  And if they have taken those planks down, then 
I have a screenshot of it.  
This isn't about Trump, or Biden.  This is about America 
and about being a self-respecting police officer or retired 
police officer.  I will never watch another NFL game or 
MLB (I got the initials right?) because of how they have 
turned against the police, because it was politically 
expedient.  
Think about this: George Steinbrenner is rolling in his 
grave, as is Wellington Mara, as they watch their sons 
help tear down everything they built.  I don't have to tell 
anybody in this band how good George Steinbrenner 
was to cops.  He is a hero to me.   
And we played Mara's funeral because they requested 
us.  I want to puke when I see the Giants and the 
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Yankees.  The only way I would ever play for those 
corporations would be if they issued a public apology 
to all police officers and to the NYPD.  But, it needs to 
be in writing and not some press hack calling us up and 
saying that it's all over now and please come back.  
They need to atone for their Sins publicly.   
The Yankees insignia was originally the NYPD Medal 
of Honor (this has been well documented historically) 
and they have BLM on their pitching mound?   
What are we, assholes to support them?  The answer 
would have to be yes.  
I know the Mets are going to have an Irish night with 
some of our favorite local Irish bands, and of course 
some people can't stay away.  Some people say, why let 
them spoil our good time?  Others (not in this band) say 
that we don't even need the anthem before the games, 
and the same people probably said we don't need the 
pledge of allegiance in school.  We are losing our 
country and I don't want our band to be part of the 
decline.   
I think we need to stand for something and show some 
self respect.  
F--k the Police?  No, F--K the NFL, MLB, The 
Yankees, Mets and the woke mob! 
Happy New Year, Gents!  Brendan Finn.  

*****

A Polish immigrant went to the DMV to apply 
for a driver’s license.  First of course, he had 
to take an eye test.  The optician showed him a 

card with the letters             “CZWIXNOSTACZ.”  
“Can you read this?”  The optician asked, “Read it?” 
the polish guy replied “I know the guy.”  

*****
MEDALS AND RESCUES 

I have no medals and made no rescues during my 
career.  I spent 17 years in engine companies and 
engine company firefighters and officers do not get 

medals we stretch hose and extinguish fire. 
As a new firefighter in Engine 59, a veteran said to me, 
“Kid, you do not make rescues, you better stay with 
the hose line and never give up the nozzle you 
extinguish fire.  
If you ever leave the hose line to rescue a person you 
will receive disciplinary charges, not a medal. 

I would tell new firefighters that working in an engine 
company hose team can be compared to an offensive 
lineman’s job of a football team.  He or she crawls in 
dirt, soot and ashes, takes extreme punishment from 
smoke, heat, hot water, dripping ceiling paint, collapsing 
chunks of plaster ceiling, gets stepped on pushed aside 
but never wavers on one goal to extinguish fire.  Hose 
team firefighters are usually the youngest and toughest 
and strongest of a fire department. 
After a fire, the chief goes on television and gives an 
interview about the big fire that was extinguished; 
firefighters who raised ladders on the outside in fresh air 
and those who carry victims out of a building get their 
pictures in the paper the next day.  
But the engine company hose team firefighters who 
extinguished the fire so everyone else can safely do their 
job gets no attention while they sit on the back step of the 
pumper exhausted, nursing burns, cuts, bumps bruises 
and blisters. 
Actually, they do not need attention from anyone, 
because they are basking in a moment of ecstasy that no 
other firefighters can understand.  These firefighters who 
just extinguished the fire know that their actions allowed 
the chief to become a star on television and they know 
that firefighter carrying out the victim could only do that 
because of the protection they provided inside advancing 
the hose line.  They do not need medals. 
 I became the captain of Engine 58 in 1968, and this was 
historically an active firehouse in Harlem for most of the 
20th century.  It was established in 1893 and in quarters 
with Ladder 26, another busy fire company; it was so 
busy during the “war years that another ladder company 
was established in the fire house with Engine 58 and 
Ladder 26.  
This second ladder company, Ladder 26-2, became busy 
also, responding to lots of fires.  The captain soon put up 
a plaque honoring the firefighters of Ladder 26-2 who 
had received medals. 
After two years of responding to fires in Harlem, the new 
guys on the block had 20 firefighters with medals listed 
on the plaque.  That plaque prompted me as the captain 
of the engine company to check the files and see how 
many medals or awards Engine 58 had received in the 
decades between 1893 and 1970.  There were none.  
Engine 58 firefighters received no medal or awards.  
Today if you check the files of Engine 58 you will see 
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the first unit citation issued to Engine 58 was 
written up and requested by a company commander 
named Vincent J. Dunn 

*****
1922: Waterboy, Danny Beg, and the Last 

Fire Horses of the New York Fire 
Department 

http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/01/24/last-fire-horses-new-york-
fire-department/ 

The Last Run 
Once more, the picturesque is to yield to the 
utilitarian.  That thrilling sight three plunging 

fire horses drawing engine or hook and ladder/ “one of 
the few thrilling sights to be seen in our prosaic streets, 
is soon to become a thing of the past.  Within the next 
five or six years, there will not be a fire horse in 
Greater New York.  The gasoline motor will do the 
work of these old favorites.  New York Times, 
February 19, 1911 
The Fire Department of New York began motorizing 
the department and replacing its fire horses in 1910 
with the purchase of a motor-propelled hose wagon and 
water tower.  Up until 1865, fire engines and hose carts 
were pulled through the streets of New York by the 
volunteer firemen.  Horse-power replaced manpower 
with the organization of the paid departments in 1869, 
and for the next 50 years, horses did the hauling and 
the heavy work. 
By 1911, Chief Croker had already been responding to 
the big fires in his own motorized vehicle.  But 33-
year-old Commissioner Rhinelander Waldo, was the 
first to propose motor-driven fire apparatus for the 
FDNY.  On March 17, 1911, Waldo told The New York 
Times: The horse is sure gone as far as the fire business 
is concerned. It’ll do for pleasure, but it’s out of the 
business.  In 1910, under the watch of Commissioner 
Rhinelander Waldo and Chief Edward F. Croker, the 
Fire Department of New York (FDNY) tested its first 
motor-driven apparatus. The vehicle, stationed at 
Engine Company No. 72 on East 12th Street, was a 
high-pressure hose wagon that carried 40 lengths of 50-
foot hose and could go an amazing 30 miles an hour on 
good roads or 25 in heavy snow (the horse teams could 

go only about 15 to 18 miles an hour, and this speed 
decreased with every mile traveled).  That year, the city 
also introduced its second motorized firefighting 
apparatus “a motor-propelled water tower.  This vehicle, 
the first of its kind in the world, could go 20 miles an 
hour and plow through snow and mud with ease to assure 
speedy arrival at a fire (the heavy horse-driven tower was 
always the last to arrive on scene because it was a 
challenge for even the strongest horses.)  Not only could 
the gas-propelled water tower go faster than a horse-
driven tower, it could also be backed into narrow streets 
or alleys where fire horses could never get.  The first 
motorized apparatus of the FDNY was a 1909 Knox 
high-pressure hose wagon, (today the Cinema Village 
theater).  This hose wagon was one of the first three 
firefighting vehicles to simultaneously arrive on the scene 
of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire on March 25, 1911.  On 
March 16, 1911 “nine days before the Triangle fire “the 
city tested the very first automobile fire engine, a Bright 
red, 20 feet long, with two seats and a 110-horse power 
motor, the $20,000 Nott fire engine could pump 700 
gallons of water a minute at a pressure of 125 pounds.  It 
featured 4 red, solid rubber wheels with chains to keep it 
from skidding as it whizzed 30 to 40 miles an hour 
through city streets. 
In 1911, there were about 1,550 fire horses in service 
with the FDNY.  The day after the new engine was tested, 
The New York Times declared that the motorized 
apparatus was the death knell of the fire department 
horse.  The first motor-propelled water tower of the 
FDNY was tested and put into immediate service at 87 
Lafayette Street, which housed both Engine No. 31 and 
No. 1 Tower Company.  This firehouse was built with 
horses in mind, and featured three doors that opened 
automatically as the fire bell rang so the 17 horses could 
charge out.  The interior was completely converted for 
use with motorized equipment in 1912.  Two years later, 
on March 12, 1913, Commissioner Joseph H. Johnson Jr. 
announced that Fire Department of New York City would 
not purchase any more horses.  Those horses still in 
service were to be retired as fast as possible and replaced 
with motorized vehicles.  Since the average department 
life of a horse was five years, and there were still about 
1,400 fire horses, Johnson estimated the department 
would be completely motorized within four or five years. 
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The transition went slower than expected.  It was not 
until 1922 that the last horse-drawn engine responded 
to a call.  Before I talk about the last call, you may 
want to check out this fascinating short video (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GWgDOgfYQ&x-yt-
cl=84503534&x-yt-ts=1421914688) produced by the 
Aurora Regional Fire Museum that shows the fire 
horse in action. 
The Last Call: Engine 205 of Brooklyn Heights  
In the 1890s, Engine Company No. 5 had four 
horses: Tom, Dick, Jerry, and Speed.  
The horses were under the care of driver Michael 
O’Neill.. As the only engine company house in 
Brooklyn Heights and the closest to City Hall, 
Company No. 205 was always on stage, so to speak.  
Visitors often stopped by to see the horses or watch 
the men practice to see how quickly they could 
respond to a call. Engine Company No. 205 of 
Brooklyn Heights was the last fire company in the 
FDNY to become motorized.  Part of the delay was 
due to World War 1, but another was due to 
nostalgia: Engine 205 was Brooklyns oldest, most 
famous, and most influential fire company.  It was 
organized September 19, 1846, by young, 
upstanding men from wealthy families of downtown 
Brooklyn. Commanded by Foreman Henry B. 
Williams, its first members included William 
Wright, Edward Merritt, F.H. Macy, John W. 
Mason, George C. Baker, H. H.Cox, Clinton Odell, 
Henry Haviland and George E. Brown.  When 
Pacific Hose Company No. 14 switched from their 
hand engine, to a new steam engine, one of the men 
wrote an ode to the old engine: Farewell, old gal, a 
long farewell; Your days of usefulness are over; 
who can your future life foretell;  When you have 
left your native shore?  Perhaps amid the marshy 
fields of old New Jersey you may roam; or some 
Long Island town will claim your ponderous 
beauties as her own. Back then it was a volunteer 
company called Pacific Hose No. 14 “the Dude 
Company of the Heights.”  Pacific Hose was first 
stationed on Love Lane near Henry Street, but 
sometime around 1855 it moved into more spacious 
quarters at 160 Pierrepont Street (then near the 
corner of Fulton Street).  

Assistant Fire Chief Smokey Joe Martin, who once 
commanded the aforementioned dual-company on 
Lafayette Street, and who was the inspiration for the 
naming of Smokey Bear, sounded the last alarm for the 
last horse-driven engine in the history of the FDNY. 
The company became Engine No. 5 when the 
Brooklyn Fire Department formed in 1869. Then after 
the Brooklyn Fire Department merged with the 
FDNY in 1898, the company was renamed Engine 
Company No. 105 (in 1913 it became No. 205). 
On the morning of December 20, 1922, Fire 
Commissioner Thomas J. Drennan, Brooklyn 
Borough President Edward Riegelmann, firefighters, 
Jiggs the firedog, and other city dignitaries gathered 
in back of Borough Hall to pay their final tribute to 
the fire horse.  At 10:15, Assistant Fire Chief Joseph 
B. Martin (Smokey Joe Martin) tapped out the final 
call at the fire alarm box at Joralemon and Court 
Street: 5, 93, 205. Translation: An engine is wanted, 
Station #93, let Company 205 answer. 
When the alarm sounded, Balgriffen took his place in 
the middle spot of the hitch for the engine, with 
Danny Beg and Penrose on each side.  George W. 
Murray drove the engine this day, although driver 
Louis Rauchut was also in attendance. 
George W. Murray drives Balgriffen, Danny Beg, and 
Penrose on the final call for the  
last-horse-drawn engine in FDNY history.  On the ash 
pan behind, Captain Leon Howard was keeping his 
hand on the whistle rope so that it screamed one long 
blast; Engineer Tom McEwen pushed coal into the 
firebox with both feet and one hand (he  
used his other hand to hold on tight).  Waterboy and 
Bucknell hooked up to the hose wagon, with veteran 
John J. Foster (Old Hickory) at the reins and driver 
William T. Daly on the sidelines.  The horses dashed 
down Fulton Street and along Court Street to 
Joralemon Street, and then to the rear of the Borough 
Hall. There, Jiggs, the senior coach dog, ran circles 
around the engine, obviously anxious and confused 
why no one was hooking up to the hydrant or 
dragging the nozzle. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/htnf/home/?cid=stelprdb5138765%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22Smokey%20Bear
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Joralemon+and+Court+Street:+5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Joralemon+and+Court+Street:+5?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GWgDOgfYQ&x-yt-cl=84503534&x-yt-ts=1421914688%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22Fire%20Horse%20Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GWgDOgfYQ&x-yt-cl=84503534&x-yt-ts=1421914688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GWgDOgfYQ&x-yt-cl=84503534&x-yt-ts=1421914688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GWgDOgfYQ&x-yt-cl=84503534&x-yt-ts=1421914688
https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/2010/03/01/the-sweet-story-behind-brooklyns-love-lane/http:/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank%22%20%5Co%20%22Ephemeral%20Love%20Lane
https://www.google.com/maps/search/160+Pierrepont+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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The muster ceremony ended as Riegelmann 
placed wreaths on each horse and the press photos 
were taken.  Then the five last fire horses of the 
FDNY were swapped for a new motorized engine 
and hose wagon.  The old horse-drawn equipment 
would be sent to a small town or village.  
Balgriffen, Danny Beg, Penrose, Waterboy, and 
Bucknell were reportedly retired to either light 
duty on Blackwells Island or to upstate farms 
operated by the ASPCA.  In my next post, I’ll tell 
you about a special farm in upstate New York 
where retired fire horses (http://
hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-city-farm-
retired-fire-horses/) grazed alongside New York 
City’s alcoholics and drug addicts. 
For now, I’ll leave you with a really amazing 
video of Fire Chief John Kenlon  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vQEy9V61ldE) as he drives on the sidewalk to 
avoid traffic jams and barely misses hitting 
numerous pedestrians and trolley cars while 
responding to a fire call in his motorized vehicle 
in 1926. (Don’t miss the old traffic control 
platform what they used before traffic lights  at 
about 2:13.)  Enjoy! 

*****
FLORIDA FIRE DEPT PARAMEDIC & 

CAPTAIN: CHARGED IN VACCINE 
THEFT 

https://www.firefighterclosecalls.com/florida-fire-dept-
paramedic-captain-charged-in-vaccine-theft/ 

January 26, 2021     

A decorated Polk County Fire-Rescue 
Paramedic (near Orlando) has been arrested, 
Sheriff Grady Judd said, and a longtime 

captain with the county’s Fire Rescue will be arrested, 
after the captain convinced the paramedic to help him 
steal coronavirus vaccines meant for first responders.  

Paramedic Joshua Colon, 31, was arrested Monday 
afternoon.  He faces several felony charges, according 
to an arrest report, including forgery, uttering a false 
instrument, criminal use of personal identification, 
creating a fictitious person and falsifying an official 
record as a public servant.  He has resigned from Polk 
County Fire Rescue, Fire Rescue Chief Robert Weech 
said in a news conference Tuesday.  Weech and Judd 
said Colon had been given a Paramedic of the Year 
award in 2020.  Fire Rescue Capt. Anthony Damiano 
will be arrested within the next day, Judd said at the 
same news conference.  Damiano is on his way back 
from a work assignment in California.  A fire rescue 
employee for 17 years and a captain for 14 of those 
years, he will likely face theft and official misconduct 
charges.  The Sheriff’s Office began investigating after 
a battalion chief noticed discrepancies in the 
paperwork Colon filed after an assignment to vaccinate 
other first responders, Judd said. Colon had done such 
work before, apparently without issue.  But 
investigators discovered that the paperwork for this 
round of vaccinations included three falsified forms: 
one with the name of a former Haines City firefighter, 
and two with fake names, one of which resembled 
another former Haines City firefighter. 

HERE is the entire article: 
https://www.tampabay.com/news/crime/2021/01/26/

polk-county-paramedic-arrested-in-vaccine-theft-
sheriff-says/ 

*****
Top 10 Reasons Why Men Prefer Guns Over 

Women 

#10 – You can trade a 44 for a new 22. 
#9 - You can keep one gun at home and have 
another for when you are on the road. 
#8 – If you admire a friend’s gun and tell him so, he 
will probably let you try it out a few times. 
#7 - Your primary gun doesn’t mind if you keep 
another gun for backup. 

http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-farm-for-retired-fdny-horses/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-farm-for-retired-fdny-horses/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-farm-for-retired-fdny-horses/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-city-farm-retired-fire-horses/
http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-city-farm-retired-fire-horses/
http://hatchingcatnyc.com/2015/02/01/upstate-city-farm-retired-fire-horses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQEy9V61ldE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQEy9V61ldE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQEy9V61ldE
https://www.firefighterclosecalls.com/florida-fire-dept-paramedic-captain-charged-in-vaccine-theft/
https://www.firefighterclosecalls.com/florida-fire-dept-paramedic-captain-charged-in-vaccine-theft/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/crime/2021/01/26/polk-county-paramedic-arrested-in-vaccine-theft-sheriff-says/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/crime/2021/01/26/polk-county-paramedic-arrested-in-vaccine-theft-sheriff-says/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/crime/2021/01/26/polk-county-paramedic-arrested-in-vaccine-theft-sheriff-says/
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#6 – You gun will stay with you even if you run out 
of ammo. 
#5 – A gun doesn’t take up a lot of closet space. 
#4 – A gun functions normally every day of the 
month. 
#3 – A gun doesn’t ask do the grips make me look 
fat? 
#2 – A gun doesn’t mind if you go to sleep after you 
use it, and the  
#1 reason a gun is favored over a women is you can 
buy a silencer for a gun!!! 

*****
ARLINGTON CEMETERY 

Jeopardy final question was "How many steps does 
the guard take during his walk across the tomb of 
the Unknowns?" All three contestants missed it!     

1.  How many steps does the guard take during his 
walk across the tomb of the Unknowns and why? 
21 steps:  It alludes to the twenty-one alludes to the 
twenty-one gun salute which is the highest honor given 
any military or foreign dignitary 
2.  How long does he hesitate after his about face to 
begin his return walk and why? 
21 seconds for the same reason as answer number 1 
3.  Why are his gloves wet? 
His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip 
on the rifle. 
4.  Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the 
time and , if not, why not? 
He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the 
tomb. After his march across the path, he executes an 
about face and moves the rifle to the outside shoulder. 
5.  How often are the guards changed? 
Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four 
hours a day, 365 days a year. 
6.  What are the physical traits of the guard limited to? 
For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he 
must be between 5' 10' and 6' 2' tall and his waist size 
cannot exceed 30. They must commit 2 years of life to 
guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and 
cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of 

their lives. They cannot swear in public for the rest of 
their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform or the tomb 
in any way. 
After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is 
worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of 
the tomb.  There are only 400 presently worn.  
The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their 
lives or give up the wreath pin. 
The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to 
keep the heat and cold from their feet.  There are metal 
heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to 
make the  
loud click as they come to a halt.  There are no 
wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform. Guards dress for 
duty in front of a full-length mirror. 
The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to 
anyone nor watch TV.  
All off duty time is spent studying the 175 notable 
people laid to rest in Arlington  
National Cemetery.  A guard must memorize who they 
are and where they are interred. Among the notables 
are: 
President Taft, Joe Lewis {the boxer} Medal of Honor 
winner Audie L. Murphy, the most decorated soldier 
of WWII and of Hollywood fame 
Every guard spends five hours a day getting his 
uniforms ready for guard duty.  
       ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD 
AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON 
THEM. 
In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching 
Washington, DC, our US Senate/House took 2 days off 
with anticipation of the storm.  On the ABC evening 
news, it was reported that because of the dangers from 
the hurricane, the military members assigned the duty 
of guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were 
given permission to suspend the assignment. They 
respectfully declined the offer, "No way, Sir!" Soaked 
to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical 
storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not just 
an assignment, it was the highest honor that can be 
afforded to a service person. The tomb has been 
patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930. 
God Bless and keep them.   
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Fallen firefighter’s family battles for 
recognition 77 years later 

By Lorena Mongelli   

The family of a New York City fire captain who 
died 77 years ago after battling a massive 
Queens blaze is demanding the FDNY add his 

name to a memorial wall honoring his sacrifice.  Hans 
Meister’s kin is preparing to file a petition in 
Brooklyn supreme court seeking to compel the FDNY 
to acknowledge Meister died as a direct result of 
stamping out a five-alarm warehouse fire on Oct. 8, 
1943 an admission the department has, for years, 
refused to grant.  “We want grandpa’s death to be 
viewed as a line-of-duty death and his name be put on 
the wall with the thousand of other firefighters,” said 
Richard Meister, who was rebuffed by the fire 
department in 1997 when he initially requested his 
grandfather’s name be displayed on a memorial wall 
outside the department’s Brooklyn headquarters.  
“His work record does not acknowledge the fire at all 
and we think that’s a travesty.” 
The day after battling the huge fire, Meister, then a 
fire captain of Engine 292, developed a “nasty 
cough,” that got progressively worse and ended with 
his death five days later, per the report. 
Hans’ death certificate says a heart condition claimed 
his life despite the lack of an autopsy or any official 
investigation, per a report drafted by the family’s 
lawyer, Edward McCarthy, III, a former state judge, 
of counsel at Vishnick McGovern Milizio LLP and 
the son of a fire chief. 
Richard is hoping his lawyer’s investigative report 
will sway the court in their favor, because it 
concludes that Meister’s real cause of death was a 
condition now commonly known as acute respiratory 
distress syndrome that can occur after inhaling 
smoke. 
Hans was 52-years-old and a 23-year fire veteran 
when he helped extinguish flames inside what was 
then the International Diesel Electric Company, a 
warehouse that stored diesel engine units scheduled to 
be delivered to the army and navy, the report says. 
The building was described as being consumed by 
enormous flames while thick, black smoke enveloped 

the area.  The fire was so aggressive, then-Mayor 
Fiorello La Guardia ordered all the firemen inside the 
building to pull out but later rescinded the order when 
the fire got under control.  The cough Hans developed 
was a result of inhalation injuries he sustained from 
exposure to smoke and flames, the report argues.  
“There is essentially no doubt that the fire was the 
primary cause of his death,” McCarthy, the son of a 
former fire chief, told the Post. 
“Let’s recognize them when they die, they just want 
his name added to the board.” 
“It’s not a big ask,” added Richard, a financier who in 
1998 partnered with the Uniformed Fire Officers 
Association to create a scholarship fund in his 
grandfather’s name. The fund has awarded over $3 
million to children and grandchildren of deceased 
members of the city Fire Department. 
“The fire department and the men and women who 
work for it believe very much in honoring those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice and this would mean a lot 
for us.  
It’s part of the healing process,” Richard, 67, said.  The 
family is not seeking any financial compensation.  In a 
statement, the FDNY said that “line of duty 
determination is made at the time of death”  “The 
Department does not have any information that 
conflicts the decision made at the time.  If new 
information is provided, the Department will review 
the matter,” a rep said. 

*****
OLD FART PRIDE 

I'm passing this on as I did not want to be the only 
old fart receiving it. Actually, it's not a bad thing to 
be called, as you will see. 
Old Farts are easy to spot at sporting events; 

during the playing of the National Anthem. Old Farts 
remove their caps and stand at attention and sing 
without embarrassment.   
They know the words and believe in them.  
Old Farts remember World War II, Pearl Harbor, 
Guadalcanal, Normandy and Hitler.  

https://nypost.com/author/lorena-mongelli/
https://nypost.com/1999/10/03/scholarship-fund-aids-fallen-fire-heroes-kids/
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They remember the Atomic Age, the Korean War, The 
Cold War, the Jet Age and the Moon Landing.  They 
remember the 50 plus Peacekeeping Missions from 
1945 to 2005,  
not to mention Vietnam.  
If you bump into an Old Fart on the sidewalk he will 
apologize.  If you pass an Old Fart  
on the street, he will nod or tip his cap to a lady.   
Old Farts trust strangers and are courtly to women.  
Old Farts hold the door for the next person and 
always, when walking, make certain the lady is on the 
inside for protection.  
Old Farts get embarrassed if someone curses in front 
of women and children and they  
don' t like any filth or dirty language on TV or in 
movies.  
Old Farts have moral courage and personal integrity. 
They seldom brag unless it's about their children or 
grandchildren.  
It's the Old Farts who know our great country is 
protected, not by politicians but by the young men and 
women in the military serving their country. 
This country needs Old Farts with their work ethic, 
sense of responsibility, pride in their country, and 
decent values.  We need them now more than ever. 
Thank God for Old Farts!                

*****



FDNY Florida Retirees  
Martin/Saint Lucie Division 

 
For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to our Memorial Services 

unless you place a check mark in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the newsletter 
via email ONLY. 
 
Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for will remain at 
$20.00 _____ (place a check here) 
 
Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail, your dues will be $25.00 (place a 
check here) ____ you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail address 
 
If you would like to donate to our memorial service, held in February of each year, please 
add $5.00 (or any amount you desire) to the above amount. 
 
Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 
 
Your Name_____________________________________________                  
 
Address________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________ 
Home Phone___________________________ 
Email Address___________________________________ 
 
Summer Address & Phone Number (if you are a snowbird) 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
City State Zip Area code & Phone Number  
 
Wife’s First Name_____________________ Cell Phone____________________  
D.O.B _____________________  
 
Date Appointed: __________Date Retired____________ Rank_____ Units Assigned  
(Last First) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to: FDNY RETIREES, INC and Mail to: 
 

JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien Rd. Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing Address ____     
                                        
E-Mail Address___ Roster____          Dues_______           
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
        3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
        PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

                                    
www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events
Valentine’s Day, Sunday, February 14th                                                                                                           
Presidents Day, Monday February 15th                                                                            

Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, February 17th                                                                             
Executive Board Meeting, Monday, February 22nd @ 6:45pm                                                                    

Monthly Meeting, Monday, February 22nd  @ 7:30pm 
                                 

A  Veteran, whether active duty, retired, National Guard or Reserve is someone who            
at one point in his/her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States                          

of America,” for a amount of “up to and including my life!”  That is a honor, and there                 
are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it.  

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone                            
under!  Ronald Reagan 

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

