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Happy Valentines Brothers & Others
It was so awesome for me to see the great turnout for our 
January meeting.  We first discussed how fantastic our 
Christmas party was.  We then talked about a benefit 
comedy show for Brothers that are 911 victims, it will be 
taking place at our meeting place (VFW Hall) on Thursday 
the 20th of February.  Doors open at 5pm.   Italian Buffet 
starts at 6:pm show starts at 7:pm all for $15 a head for our 
paid members.  Non members $25.  As of now we have 20 
brothers & 20 wife's going.  We still have 10 tickets left so 
give me a call (914 419 7095.) if you want to go (
We also discussed our annual Memorial Ceremony meeting. 
Monday February 24th start time 7:30. This is our biggest 
event of the year.  All members must try to attend you can 
also bring your wife or guest. 
This year we are Honoring 59 brothers who have pass on 
since we started this organization 24 years ago.

AS ALWAYS BROTHERS THANK YOU FOR
KEEPING OUR BROTHERHOOD ALIVE

Lou Malizia, President 
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Annual Memorial Service 
Monday, Feb. 24, 2020 VFW Hall @ 7:30pm

Members, former members, wives, girlfriends, friends are welcome to attend.
A brief ceremony including the playing of the bagpipes that will be followed by food and coffee.  The service will 
take the place of our regular monthly meeting.  Hope to see you there to honor our deceased 58 brothers.  If you 
have a uniform shirt please wear it with blue pants (no shorts please.)

In  Memoriam     

Loving memories never die, as years roll on and days pass by.  
 In our hearts a memory is kept, of ones we loved and will never forget.  

Brothers of Martin/St. Lucie Division who have answered their last alarm 
   

God Rest Their Souls
Sal Alogna 
Robert Barnickel 
Albert Benton 
Robert Bering 

                        Peter Bongo 
                        James Boyle 

George Brandenberger 
William Carew 
Hank Carroll 
Robert Carruthers 
Robert Castagna 
Steve Cea 
Jack Creeden 
William Colandrea 
Kevin Collins 
Charles Costello 
James Cummings 
Robert Dielman 
William Dietrich 
Michael Dunne 
Frank Gallagher 
James Geraghty 
Emil Giordano 
Thomas Jones 
William Jones 
Andy Kavasansky 
Bill Kelly 

                         Vincent Kirk
                         Michael Killarney

James Leddy
Camillo Larstanna
Harold Lehman
Peter Loscalzo
James Manahan
John McAndrews
Richard McCormack
Walter McGill
Glen Meyer
Victor MoKarry
William Monahan
Edward Mulvihill
Richard Nagle
John Nerney
Albert Puig
Fred Plate
William Quinn
John Schneider
Ray Skinner
Thomas sleap
Ray Smith
Robert Smith
Joseph Toto
Serafino Valardi
Ronald Weir
Robert Wendel
Wally Westervelt
James Wheeler
Robert Winning 
William Yeager
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  “Quilting in Paradise Quilting and 
Fiber Quilt Show”

13th Biennial Quilt Show

February 6th, 7th & 8th 2020
Thursday & Friday 10AM to 5PM

Saturday 10AM to 4PM
Port St Lucie Civic Center
9221 SE Civic Center Place

Port St Lucie, Florida
*Over 200 Judged Quilts on displayed*

*Free Parking*
*Raffle Quilt –”Dance of Fans*

*Live Auction 11AM daily*
*Guild Boutique*

*Vendors*
*Raffle Basket*

*Guild Members Challenge*

$12.00 Entry fee for All three days

Red, White and Blue Day

Wear red/white/blue on Saturday, February 8, 2020, to 
enter the drawing for the Honor Flight Basket.  In 
addition, that day, three special quilts will be auctioned to 
support the Southeast Florida Honor Flight.  Free entry 
for Veterans with I.D. on February 8, 2020

www.pslcrazyquilters.org

 
Shaffer Automotive  

Ford Certified ASE Master Tech              
L1 Certified MV-42144 

Over 25 years Experience                         10% 
Discount given to members 

880 NE. Dixie Hwy. Jensen Beach, Fl  34957 

772-334-3413          Ask for Ken                              
Fax 244-2886 

FDNY-UFA Elects Robert Eustace as New 
Vice President

Steven Goodstein   Bronx Times – January 22, 2020

A local firefighter with nearly 20 years of 
service was recently elected as the vice president for 
the FDNY’s largest union.
FDNY firefighter and Bronx resident Robert ‘Bobby’ 
Eustace won his race for vice president of the FDNY-
Uniformed Firefighters Association last month.                                                       
Originally born in Orange County, NY, Eustace 
attended Goshen Central High School before 
beginning his FDNY career as an EMT for two years.  
His father attended Cardinal Hayes High School.  He 
became a firefighter in April 2001, five months before 
the tragedy of 9/11. Prior to his appointment as 
FDNY-UFA’s vice president, Eustace worked at 
FDNY Ladder Company 27 for 17 years and has been 
a Woodlawn resident for over 20 years. The 
firefighter’s roots can be traced back to his 
grandmother’s two brothers, who were NYC 
firefighters.  When Eustace’s grandmother came to 
Ellis Island from Ireland in the 1920s, she had lost 
her sponsorship.  Her two brothers, who had already 
immigrated to the United States, traveled to Ellis 
Island to pick her up.                                                                                           
Eustace, who defeated FDNY-UFA Staten Island 
trustee Eric Bischoff with 3146 votes to Bischoff’s 
2146 votes, will assume the role that was previously 
held by former FDNY-UFA vice president LeRoy 
McGinnis. The FDNY-UFA is NYC’s largest 
firefighter union and represents 20,000 active duty 
and retired firefighters.                                                                                      
“I have worked alongside Bobby during his tenure as 
recording secretary of the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association and I know him to be nothing other than 
a tireless advocate for his fellow firefighters,” said 
Gerard Fitzgerald, president of the FDNY-UFA.  “He 
is a great fit for this position and he is poised for 
success in this new role, where his experience, 
knowledge and passion will be an asset to advocating 
on behalf of our membership,” Fitzgerald added.                                                                                                                  
“I am honored to have been elected by the 
membership of the FDNY-UFA to serve as this 
organization’s vice president,” Eustace said.  “This 
union has been a champion for firefighters in NYC 
and I intend to do my part to further this legacy by 

http://www.pslcrazyquilters.org
http://www.pslcrazyquilters.org
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fighting for every member – active duty and retired – 
and advocating on their behalf with the department 
and government decision makers who shape our 
profession.”                                                                                                    
Eustace said that his goals as FDNY-UFA’s new vice 
president include advocating for improving FDNY 
benefits, health, pensions and safety as well as the 
legislative to protect NYC’s committed firefighters. 
“There will be no greater champion for NYC 
firefighters than I, and I can’t wait to get to work with 
President (Gerard) Fitzgerald and all those who help 
make this union one of the city’s strongest and most 
influential,” Eustace added.  “These firefighters 
protect New Yorkers and I will protect them.”

 
Attention members with ONLY WTC-
related Skin Cancer and NO other 
WTC-related cancer.  There is a case 
management policy change that will affect 
you. Please read the following 
The cancer case management team will no longer be 
responsible for members diagnosed ONLY with 
certain skin cancers (listed below). 

• Basal cell carcinoma
• Squamous cell carcinoma
• Squamous cell in situ
• Melanoma in situ

Patients who are diagnosed with skin cancer of any 
type in addition to another WTC-related cancer 
will continue to be the responsibility of our cancer 
management team.
Malignant melanoma will continue to be the 
responsibility of our cancer case management team. 
Going forward, a treatment appointment at a 
WTC satellite will be necessary to obtain 
authorization for a follow-up dermatology 
appointment or procedure.

In order to receive an authorization, you must have 
had a monitoring exam within the prior 18 months. 
Call (718) 999-1858 to schedule your appointment. 
NO authorizations for skin care will be issued by 
telephone or written request to our cancer case 
management team.

This policy applies to NY (in-state) members.  Those 
residing out-of-state should contact Cancer Care Case 
Management at FDNY Headquarters at 718-999-7040 

regarding their dermatological care.
As the WTCHP continues to expand and the number of 
cancers increases, this process will ensure close attention 
can be focused on members whose cancers require 
intensive and urgent management.  We appreciate your 
cooperation! 
Any pathology reports for malignant melanomas or 
other uncertified cancers should be faxed to Nadia 
Jaber, RPA-C, at 718-403-4913. For questions, Nadia 
can be reached at 718-403-4412.
On behalf of the staff at the FDNY WTC Health Program 
and the Bureau of Health Services, thank you for your 
continued participation in the WTC Health Program. 
Your commitment helps support our efforts to improve 
our medical monitoring/treatment services and meet the 
health needs of all rescue/recovery workers and their 
families.  
For more information: https://www.fdnywtcprogram.org/

 
LEGION Act signed into law

The American Legion  JUL 30, 2019
In a significant legislative victory for The American 
Legion, President Trump signed a bill July 30 that 
declares the United States has been in a state of war 
since Dec. 7, 1941.  The American Legion sought the 
declaration as a way to honor approximately 1,600 U.S. 
service members who were killed or wounded during 
previously undeclared periods of war.
The LEGION Act (Let Everyone Get Involved in 
Opportunities for National Service Act) also opens the 
door for approximately 6 million veterans to access 
American Legion programs and benefits for which 
they previously had not been eligible.
“Recognizing the service of these wartime veterans is the 
right thing do and it is long overdue,” National 
Commander Brett Reistad said.  “The families of those 
who were killed or wounded during these wartime acts 
should take pride in knowing that we recognize their 
sacrifice and service.  Moreover, we are proud to 
welcome any of the six million living veterans from the 
previously unrecognized periods into our organization 
and call them ‘Legionnaires.’”

https://www.fdnywtcprogram.org/
https://www.fdnywtcprogram.org/
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Now that the legislation has been signed, The American 
Legion’s eligibility criteria immediately changes from 
seven war eras to two: April 6, 1917, to Nov. 11, 
1918, and Dec. 7, 1941 to a time later determined by 
the federal government. 
No other restrictions to American Legion membership 
are changed.
The law’s journey began on Feb. 14 when Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema, D-Ariz., introduced S. 504, along with Sen. 
Thom Tillis, R-N.C. A companion measure, H.R. 1641, 
was introduced in the House by Reps. Lou Correa, D-
Calif., and Ben Cline, R-Va.
Reistad expressed gratitude to the bipartisan members 
of Congress for passing the legislation.  “We are 
grateful that President Trump fully acknowledges the 
importance of The American Legion by signing the 
LEGION Act in the White House today just one week 
after it passed the House of Representatives,” Reistad 
said.  “In an era of partisan gridlock, Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress overwhelmingly recognized the 
importance of allowing thousands of honorable but 
previously ineligible veterans the right to join the 
largest and most influential veterans organization in the 
country.”
Reistad pointed out that existing American Legion 
membership applications are in the process of being 
updated but can still be used.  “In the meantime, I 
recommend that prospective Legionnaires and 
recruiters write ‘LEGION Act’ in the eligibility date 
section of American Legion membership applications if 
they fall outside the previous war eras,” Reistad said.  
“The larger pool of veterans now eligible for The 
American Legion will also open their family members 
to eligibility in the Sons of the American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary as well.”

 
UFOA Hypertension Screening Program

Invitation to Participate In the UFOA Hypertension 
Screening Program.

In the continuing efforts of the UFOA to provide 
meaningful benefits for our members, we have 
developed an original and unique UFOA 
Hypertension (HTN) Screening Program in 
conjunction with Mount Sinai Heart and HPFR Inc. 

that is created and designed for the needs of our 
members. “Sudden cardiac death has consistently 
accounted for the largest share of on-duty 
firefighter deaths since the NFPA began this study 
in 1977.” (NFPA Firefighter Fatalities in the 
United States-2017) 

FEATURES & BENEFITS of the UFOA 
HYPERTENSION PROGRAM:

1. Early detection & control of high blood 
pressure will avoid long term, irreversible damage 
and may save your life. 
2. Providing a few dozen measurements enables 
Doctors to make an accurate assessment of a 
members BP status vs. a single measurement that 
can be abnormal based on many different 
influencers. (Too much coffee for instance) 
3. The device functions through an app in your 
smart phone using Bluetooth technology. 
4. Taking measurements at home reduces 
incidents of “white coat syndrome”. 
5. Your smart phone maintains a personal log of 
your blood pressure readings. 
6. Measurements are shared wirelessly with the 
Cardiologists at Mount Sinai Heart. 
7. Above normal BP measurements prompt a 
follow-up from Mount Sinai Heart’s team. 
8. The UFOA will provide you with a BP monitor 
once you complete the *enrollment process. 
9. This HTN program is HIPAA compliant & 
operates completely independent of FDNY/BHS. 
*Enrollment Process: To participate in the 
program, simply complete the following steps

 a. HIPAA Acknowledgement form 
 b. Participant Survey 
 c. Download Qardio Heart Health App/
QardioArm 
 d. Create your profile within Qardio app 
 e. Authorize Mount Sinai to remote 
monitor (receive your readings) 

OUR STUDY: The UFOA participated in a 
yearlong study completed early 2018; it included 
one hundred UFOA volunteers.  Each were given 
a wireless blood pressure monitor and asked to 
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take their blood pressure twice per week.  Thank 
you to the members who volunteered, as a result 
of their overwhelming participation and follow-
through; Mount Sinai Heart, HPFR and the UFOA 
were able to successfully develop our hypertension 
program.  At this time we have over 300 members 
participating. 
The UFOA encourages your participation, and 
reminds all of our members, Health is Wealth.  
Questions or Concerns please contact us! • 
Kathleen Duffy, Program Coordinator: 
C347.252.6516, Kathleen.duffy@mountsinai.org • 
Dr. David Ores, Program Director, HPFR: 
C917.723.4206, hpfrofficial@gmail.com • George 
Farinacci, UFOA: C917.213.4555, 
gfarinacci@ufoa.org • Mount Sinai, First 
Responders HTN Screening Program email: 
support@mswheart.com

 
Fire Deaths Declined 25% But Unions Call 

Response-Time Rises a Concern
By BOB HENNELLY Chief Leader - January 08, 2020

Year-end Fire Department statistics showed 2019 
produced the sharpest year-to-year decline in the 
number of civilian fire deaths in the city for the last 
decade.
There were 66 civilian fire deaths, down from 88 in 
2018, a 25-percent reduction. 
In each of the last 14 years, there were fewer than 100 
deaths annually in the city.
The city’s deadliest year for fires was 1970, when 
310 people perished.
‘Electrical’ Tops List
The leading causes of last year’s fatal fires were: 
electrical (15), cooking (13), smoking (8), candle (6), 
incendiary (6), car fires (4).
Six fire deaths from 2019 remain under investigation. 
Two self-immolations were also reported.
“The men and women who serve in the FDNY are 
everyday heroes,” Mayor de Blasio said in a statement.  
“Their hard work and commitment to public safety 
have resulted in a sharp decrease in the number of 

New Yorkers who needlessly lost their lives last year. 
From fighting and investigating fires to providing 
outstanding medical care, I applaud each member’s 
bravery and service to our city.”
“This outstanding achievement is the result of our 
members responding quickly, working together to 
remove those trapped by fire, providing unrivaled 
emergency medical care, thoroughly investigating fires, 
educating the public, and inspecting buildings and areas 
of public assembly throughout the city to ensure the 
safety of the public we serve,” said Fire Commissioner 
Daniel A. Nigro.
EMS Runs Up
Last year also saw a record number of medical 
emergencies recorded,1,531,870 up from 2018, when 
1,529,569 emergencies were reported.
“EMS responses fall into one of two broad categories, 
Segment 1-3, which include life-threatening emergencies 
such as cardiac arrest, unconscious and choking calls, 
and Segment 4-8, incidents which are triaged as non-life-
threatening incidents,” according to an FDNY fact sheet. 
“FDNY EMS responded to 563,920 Segment 1-3 calls in 
2019, and 967,950 Segment 4-8 incidents.”
Fire-union officials welcomed the positive trends but 
expressed concern about a spike in response times 
reported in September’s Mayor’s Management Report 
for the fiscal year that ended last June 30.
“We absolutely need to keep an eye on these response 
times,” said Battalion Chief James Lemonda, president 
of the Uniformed Fire Officers Association. 
“As the city grows vertically and the population 
approaches nine million, the expectation is that the 
emergency responses for the Fire Department will 
continue to increase dramatically.  Combine that with 
bus lanes, pedestrian malls, etc., [it] will all 
have an effect on response times.”
“We believe the City of New York still needs new 
firehouses and units to keep pace with the continued 
expansion of the population,” said Gerard Fitzgerald, 
president of the Uniformed Firefighters Association. 
“Fewer lives lost to fire is great, but we can’t be 
complacent.”
8 Seconds Slower to Fires
FDNY response times to all emergencies were up nine 
seconds, to an average of 5:15 in fiscal 2019. That 
represented a 25-second jump in average response time 
compared to four years earlier.
Structural-fire response times also saw an up tick even 
though such fires declined the past year from 4:20 in 

mailto:support@mswheart.com
mailto:support@mswheart.com
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fiscal 2018 to 4:28 in fiscal 2019.  Four years earlier, 
the average response time was 4:11.
The percentage of working fires that advanced to a 
second alarm went up slightly, from 9 percent in FY 
2018 to 10 percent in 2019.
“In Fiscal 2019 structural fires decreased four percent 
and non-structural fires decreased 19 percent compared 
to Fiscal 2018,” according to the MMR.  “However, 
overall fire company runs were unchanged between 
Fiscal 2018 and 2019 due to increases in runs to 
medical incidents.”
Faster in Manhattan, Bronx
It continued, “For structural fires, the biggest 
reductions occurred in Manhattan (down six percent) 
and the Bronx (down five percent).  The main types of 
incidents that contributed to the 19-percent reduction in 
non-structural fires include manhole fires, brush fires 
and transportation-related fires.
Emergency Medical Service response times by 
ambulances slowed significantly, going from an 
average of 8:58 in FY 2018 to 9:22 in FY 2019.  The 
latest number was a 23-percent jump from the 7:11 
average four years earlier.
“Despite the department’s aggressive efforts to hire 
additional Emergency Medical Technicians and 
paramedics,” according to the MMR, the number of 
ambulances in service every day fell to 460 from 472 in 
fiscal 2018.
“To address these issues and reach full EMS headcount 
more quickly, FDNY plans to increase the size of EMT 
and paramedic classes for Fiscal 2020 33 percent (from 
180 to 240 students) and 100 percent (from 60 to 120 
students), respectively,” the MMR said.
‘Members Leave Quickly’
Oren Barzilay, president of DC 37’s Local 2507, which 
represents FDNY EMS workers, says low wages 
combined with promotions to the higher-paying 
Firefighter jobs were causing high turnover, which 
meant the average professional experience of EMTs 
and Paramedics continued to decline.
“We are not surprised by the increase of medical 
emergencies our members are challenged with every 
day,” he said. “Yet the department staffing numbers 
remain stagnant. The city hires hundreds of new EMTs 
& Paramedics every year, wasting millions of 
taxpayers’ money with no consequences, knowing that 
no one is staying in EMS under these non-livable pay 
conditions and inhumane work conditions. 
Our members leave this job as quick as they can.”

Mr. Barzilay continued, “People want to make this a 
career, people love this field, but making poverty wages 
leaves them no choice but to look elsewhere.  The public 
needs to be wary of this, as lack of experience may cost 
them their life, as a majority of our members have less 
than five years of experience.”

National Report: Elevated Amount of 9/11 First 
Responders Diagnosed with Leukemia

News 12 - January 15, 2020

A recent report published in the Journal of the National 
Cancer Institute Spectrum reveals that there is an 
elevated amount of 9/11 first responders who have been 
diagnosed with leukemia in comparison to the general 
public.
Retired New York City firefighter Michael O'Connell, of 
Westbury, says he and many of his fellow first responders 
have been warning for years about how those who spent 
time at Ground Zero would eventually get sick and 
diagnosed with different forms of cancer.
O'Connell says he was forced to retire from the FDNY 
after being diagnosed with sarcoidosis, a rare 
autoimmune disorder.  He says this latest study only 
confirms what he's believed for years.
Dr. Jacqueline Moline, the chairperson of the Northwell 
Health Queens World Trade Center Health Program, co-
authored the study and says that doctors will probably be 
adding more forms of cancer to it in the years to come.
She also says benzene, which is part of jet fuel, could've 
caused the risk for leukemia as 90,000 gallons of jet fuel 
were in the planes that hit the World Trade Center.
Doctors recommend anyone who spent time at Ground 
Zero to register with the World Trade Center Health 
Program - even people who feel completely healthy.

For those members who 
have not paid the 2020 
Dues this will be your last 
newsletter
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Plaque Honoring Fallen Firefighters 
Unveiled at Canarsie Firehouse

The Brooklyn Paper - January 09, 2020

New York’s Bravest unveiled a plaque on Monday 
commemorating fellow firefighter Steve Pollard, 
who tragically fell to his death in the line of duty 
one year earlier.                     Firefighters were 
joined at the Canarsie Firehouse by Mayor Bill De 
Blasio and Fire Department Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro, who both spoke of the Marine Park native’s 
extraordinary dedication to protecting his fellow 
New Yorkers.                               
“Steven Pollard did something above and beyond, 
and he needs to be remembered in the history of 
this city,” De Blasio said.  “The plaque is to honor 
what made him extraordinary, and it’s not just his 
sacrifice, it’s what led him to be a member of this 
department to begin with and what kind of man he 
was, and what kind of firefighter he was.”The 
plaque which will live at the Canarsie’s Ladder 
Company 170, where Pollard served is engraved 
with a tribute to the young firefighter’s life. 
“Dedicated to the memory of Firefighter Steven H. 
Pollard Ladder Company 170 who made the 
supreme sacrifice while in the performance of duty 
operating at Brooklyn Box 8628,” reads the 
plaque.  The 30-year-old first responder died on 
Jan. 6, 2019 when he fell 52 feet between a three-
foot gap separating opposing traffic lanes on the 
Mill Basin Bridge while trying to rescue a victim 
from a car crash.                                                                                          
“Steven was a brave young man who was totally 
focused on living a life of service.  He knew he 
could make a difference in people’s lives,” said 
Nigro.  “He stood out amongst his peers, he was an 
extraordinary young man, and that’s how he will 
always be remembered.”

Finally, the doctor came in looking tired and 
somber. "I'm afraid I'm the bearer of bad 
news," he said as he surveyed the worried faces. 
"The only hope left for your loved one at this 
time is a brain transplant.  It's an experimental 
procedure, very risky, but it is the only hope.  
Insurance will cover the procedure, but you will 
have to pay for the BRAIN 
The family members sat silent as they absorbed 
the news.  After a time, someone asked, "How 
much will a brain cost?"  The doctor quickly 
responded, "$5,000 for a Democrat's brain; 
$200 for a Republican's brain." 
The moment turned awkward.  Some of the 
Democrats actually had to try not to smile, 
avoiding eye contact with the Republicans. 
A man unable to control his curiosity, finally 
blurted out the question everyone wanted to ask, 
"Why is the Democrat's brain so much more 
than a Republican's brain" 
The doctor smiled at the childish innocence and 
explained to the entire group, "It's just 
standard pricing procedure, we have to price  
the Republicans' brains a lot lower because 
they're used" 

 
Councilman demands extra firefighter on 

FDNY engines during ‘Code Blue’ weather
By Rich Calder Newzandar Editor
With FDNY response times on the rise, a Brooklyn pol is 
turning up the heat on Mayor Bill de Blasio to reassign a 
fifth firefighter to all Big Apple engine companies 
whenever temperatures drop below freezing.
Councilman Justin Brannan (D–Brooklyn) told The Post 
he plans to introduce a non-binding resolution later this 
month demanding de Blasio and the fire department 
reinstate the extra firefighter for runs by all 198 of the 
city’s engine companies whenever officials declare a 
“Code Blue” weather emergency.
“Without fail, each year, the FDNY responds to more 
emergency calls than the year before,” Brannan said. 
“That’s why in extreme subzero temperatures, when the 

https://newzandar.com/author/bella-elendu/%22%20%5Co%20%22Newzandar%20Editor
https://newzandar.com/author/bella-elendu/%22%20%5Co%20%22Newzandar%20Editor
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lives and homes of New Yorkers are on the line, a fifth 
firefighter would help New York’s Bravest put out fires 
safer and faster.
“Automatically adding the fifth man when a Code Blue 
Weather Emergency is called would just make sense,” 
he said, explaining that working with equipment can 
be tougher for smoke eaters when the mercury 
plummets.
The city issues the weather warnings whenever the 
wind-chill temperature drops to 32 degrees or 
below between 4 p.m. and 8 a.m. The city was in 
“Code Blue” alert for 110 days during the fiscal year 
ending June 30, officials said.
Brannan’s push comes as city response times to 
fires continue to soar.
Response times to structural fires rose from 4 minutes 
20 seconds in FY 2018 to 4 minutes 28 seconds in FY 
2019 despite a citywide decline in those types of 
blazes from 27,280 to 26,207 over the same period, 
records show.
In fiscal 2013, during Mike Bloomberg’s final year as 
mayor, the average response time to 25,278 structural 
fires was 4 minutes 6 seconds.
Meanwhile, overall fire company runs have soared by 
16.6 percent from 983,615 in FY 2013 to 1,146,803 in 
FY 2019.
No more than 60 engine companies at a time operated 
with five firefighters ever since cuts under the Koch 
administration in 1988. Under Bloomberg in 2011, the 
FDNY removed the fifth firefighter from every 
company, instead requiring that two engine companies 
of four firefighters respond to each call.
Critics say that method is flawed because it’s typically 
faster to put out a fire with a team of five as hoses can 
be unraveled easier. They also say that teams of four 
sometimes have to wait for another four-person unit to 
arrive minutes later to assist with heavy equipment so 
water could reach the fires.  Four years later, the de 
Blasio administration cut a deal with the city’s 
firefighters union to reinstate teams of five at 15 of the 
city’s busiest engine companies. Last year, five more 
companies received the added help.  Last year, 
Brannan introduced a more-pointed resolution calling 
on de Blasio to reassign the fifth firefighter year-
round at all engine companies, saying the city should 
stop cutting corners at the expense of “saving lives.”
The city says it would cost about $100 million 
annually to bring back the extra firefighter full-time, 
but officials could not immediately provide a cost 

estimate for additional help limited to “Code Blue” days. 
In response to Brannan’s plan, City Hall spokeswoman 
Laura Feyer fired back that “we continually evaluate the 
FDNY’s needs and believe that the current staffing 
protocol is safe and appropriate.”
Despite the rise in response times, the FDNY saw a 25-
percent decrease in fire-related deaths in 2019 with 66 
people killed by blazes compared to 88 the previous year. 
The 88 fire fatalities in 2018 were the highest number in 
one year since 95 people were killed in 2007.

Trump and Pelosi Go Fishing
The President and the head of the Democrat Party, Nancy 
Pelosi, were arguing over allowing immigrants into 
our country. Nancy, of course, wants free access to 
everyone who wants to come in, while Donald wants us to 
secure our borders and ensure only the right people come 
in. 
Instead of going to a costly, time-consuming 
nationwide vote on the matter, they agree to a 3-day ice 
fishing contest to settle the issue whoever catches the most 
fish at the end of the 3 days will have his or her process 
implemented. 
The two decide that a remote frozen lake in 
northern Wisconsin would be the ideal place.  No 
observers on the fishing grounds, but both would need to 
have their catches verified and counted each night at 5 PM 
by a neutral park ranger station. 
After Day 1, Trump returned to the station with a total 
of 10 fish, while Pelosi came back with nothing. 
Day 2 finished with Trump catching another 20 fish, 
but Pelosi once again came back with nothing. That night, 
Pelosi and her liberal cronies got together and accused 
Trump of being a low-life, cheating piece of scum (again).  
Instead of fishing on Day 3, they followed Trump and 
spied on him and figure out how he was cheating. 
Day 3 finished up and Trump had an incredible 
day, adding 40 more fish to his total.  
That night, Pelosi and her democratic cohorts got 
together for the full report on how Donald was cheating.   
Pelosi stood up to give her report and announced, you 
are not going to believe this. Trump is cheating 
because he's cutting holes in the ice! 
And this, my friends, tells you the difference between 
a businessman and a career government politician.
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US sends veteran firefighters to battle 
Australia wildfires

By Associated Press  January 6, 2020     LOS 
ANGELES - A crew of 20 veteran firefighters based in 
California will head to Australia on Monday to help 
battle the country’s out-of-control wildfires that have 
killed at least 23 people and scorched millions of 
acres. The crew of federal firefighters based in the 
Angeles National Forest north of Los Angeles will 
depart on Monday, said Carrie Bilbao, a 
spokeswoman with the National Interagency Fire 
Center in Boise, Idaho, which is mobilizing US 
resources in response to Australia’s requests for 
international firefighting aide.  Federal agencies such 
as the US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management already have provided a few dozen 
people, most of them with experience managing fires, 
Bilbao said Saturday. The crew leaving on Monday 
will replace a group of personnel sent to Australia in 
early December.  They include hot-shot and helicopter 
crew members with experience attacking fires early 
before they grow into large infernos, said Angeles 
National Forest Fire Chief Robert Garcia. Australia 
and New Zealand have been sending firefighters to the 
United States for more than 15 years, most recently in 
August 2018, when 138 came to help battle fires in 
Northern California and the Northwest, Bilbao 
said.the last time US firefighters worked in Australia 
was 2010.  Our focus remains on helping the people 
of Australia and keeping people safe in these 
unprecedented conditions,” said Craig Leff, director 
of the Department of the Interior’s Office of Wildland 
Fire.
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For those that are enclosing $25.00, $5.00 will be donated to the 2020 Memorial Services 
unless you place a check in the newsletter via US Mail line and receive the newsletter via 
email ONLY 

 
Members wishing to receive the newsletter via e-mail ONLY, the dues for 2020 will remain at 
$20.00  ____ (place a check here)  

 

Members who desire the newsletter sent via US Mail your dues for 2020 will be $25.00  
____ (place a check here), you will also receive the newsletter via e-mail if you have an e-mail 
address    

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 2020 MEMORIAL SERVICES TO 
BE HELD ON FEB. 24, 2020. PLEASE ADD $5.00 (or any amount you desire) TO THE 

ABOVE AMOUNTS 

Total Amount Enclosed $________ 
 
NAME________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP________________________HOME PHONE________________ 
 
SUMMER ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER (if you are a snowbird)  
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________      __________________________ 
City                       State             Zip                      area code & Phone Number  

 
WIFE’S FIRST NAME___________CELL PHONE________________  
 

D.O.B____________DATE APPOINTED__________DATE RETIRED____________ 
 
RANK___UNITS NED (last First)_______________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to:     FDNY RETIREES, Inc.      Mail to:       
                     JOHN CARINO 3061 Darien  Rd.  Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 

 
For membership trustee use only:  Amt. $______                Check #______               Mailing  Address ____     
                                          E-Mail Address___         Roster____                      Dues_______           
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F.D.N.Y.  RETIREES MARTIN / ST. LUCIE DIV.
3061 SE. DARIEN  RD.
PORT ST. LUCIE, FL.  34952-5813

 www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com

Upcoming Events
Lincoln Birthday, Wednesday, February 12th

Valentine’s Day, Friday, February 14th                                                                                                          
Presidents Day, Monday February 17th                                                                           

Annual Memorial Service, Monday, February 24th 

Ash Wednesday, Wednesday, February 26th                                                                             

"Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether they serve at home or overseas. 
 Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as they protect us."  Let's all keep those 
currently serving and those who have gone before in our thoughts. They are the reason for 

the many freedoms we enjoy.  
                  "In God We Trust."

If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone under!  
Ronald Regan

http://www.fdnyfloridaretirees.com
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